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BOOKS ON TRIAL 





SOME NEW BOOKS 


Awaitin g Review 


Fiction 
Bridie Steen 
Anne Crone (Aug.) Seribner, $3 
Irish Cath. girl’s predicament. 
The Deer Cry 
William G. Schofield (Sept. ) 
LG, $3 
‘*Novel of Patrick of Ejirinn.’’ 
Francis Goes to Washington 
David Stern (Aug.) F §, $2.50 
More spoofing by Army mule. 
The Heart of Jade 
Salvador de Madariaga (Aug.) 
Creative, $3 
Reprint novel of Spain & Mexico. 
The Hopeful Heart 
Sir Philip Gibbs (July) Z-D, $3.50 
Family crisis, postwar England. 
No Bugle Tonight 
Bruce Lancaster ( Aug.) 
Third in Civil War chronicle. 
No Highway 
Nevil Shute (Aug.) 
Drama above the clouds. 
The Old Beauty & Others 
Willa Cather Knopf, $2.50 
3 shortstories & an unfinished novella. 
Remembrance Rock 
Carl Sandburg 
U.S. history in romance. 
The Shining Mountains 
Dale Van Every (Sept.) 
Messner, $3 
Louisiana Territory pioneer material. 
The Sky and the Forest (BOTM) 
C. S. Forester (Aug.) LB, $2.75 
Pseudo-mythology in Congo. 
Tales of Horror & the 
Supernatural 
Arthur Machen (July) 
Knopf, $3.95 
Gothic shortstories & a novel. 
Tomorrow Will Be Better 
Betty Smith (Aug.) Harper, $3 
Introducing new Williamsburg citi- 
zen. 
The Tenth Symphony 
Mark Aldanov (Sept.) 
Seribner, $2.75 
Congress of Vienna locale. 
The Unknown Sea 
Francois Mauriac (Sept.) Holt, $3 
A girl caught between two matriarchs. 


Spiritual- Theological 


The Akathistos Hymn 
tr. & intro. Vincent McNabb, O.P. 
Blackfriars, $1 

Ancient Greek hymn to Mary. 


LB, $3 


Morrow, $3 


H M, $5 





Basic Writings of St. Augustine 
cd. Whitney J. Oates (Sept.) 
Random, 2 V., $10 
Uniform with other ‘‘Basie Writ- 
ings’’ titles. 


St. Benedict's Rule for Monasteries 
tr. Leonard J. Doyle, Oblate S.B. 
St. John’s, $2 
Easy, fluent rendering. 
St. Dominic in Early Tuscan 
Painting 
George Kaftal _ Blackfriars, $1.75 
Fine repros. with texts & hist. data. 


Everyday Talks for Everyday 
People 
Cyprian Truss, O.F.M. Cap. 
Wagner, $2.75 
Conferences on our last end & steps 
toward it. 
Father Jerome & the Bridal Couple 
Honoratus Bonzelet, O.F.M. 

SAG, $1.25 
3-way dialogs covering marriage 
teaching. 

From Sunday to Sunday 
Thomas Plassmann, O.F.M. 

SAG, $3.50 
Helpful interpretation Sunday Prop- 
ers. 

The Imitation of Mary 
Thomas a Kempis 
Newman, $1-$2.25 
Valuable papers & superfluous com- 
ment. 
Meditations for Everyman, Vol. II 
Joseph McSorley, C.S.P. 
Herder, $2.75 
Pentecost to Advent—liturgical medi- 
tations. 
New Testament 
ed. Cuthbert Lattey, S.J. (Fall) 

LG, V., $4 

Famous Westminster version. 
The Psalms in Latin & English 
New Psalter & Msgr. Knox 
S & W, $5 
Fine typography & format. 
St. Peter the Apostle 
William Thomas Walsh (Fall) 
Mae, $3.50 
Ingratiating biography first Pope. 
The Presence of Mary 


F. Charmot, S.J. (Fall) Fides, $2 
To integrate Mariology & Cath. 
Action. 


Reading Between the Lines 

Ferdinand Valentine, O.P. 
Blackfriars, $1.50 

Charming letters on Gospels. 
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Any book mentioned in this 
issue — or any book in print 


may be ordered from 


THE THOMAS MORE 
BOOK SHOP 


Chicago 6 


Nation’s Largest Catholic Book Outlet 
of Its Kind 




















i el le i a i i i i a a ol 








Religious Life in Christ 
Theodosius Foley, O.F.M.Cap. 
Bruce, $2.50 
‘*Conferenees for Religious.’’ 
The Sermon on the Mount 
St. Augustine (tr. Dr. J. J. 
Jepson, 8.8.) Newman, $2.75 
Vol. 5, Ancient Christian Writers. 
Space & Spirit 
Edmund Whittaker Regnery, $2.50 
Investigates Thomistic metaphysies. 
The Size of Life 
J.P. Murphy (Aug.) LG, $2.25 
How to reconcile ‘‘space & spirit.’’ 
Talks for Children 
Arthur Tonne, O.F.M. Didde, $2 
More popular sermon outlines. 



















General Non-Fiction 


Anything But Love 
Elizabeth Hawes (Sept.) 
Rinehart, $2.75 
‘‘Kashion Is Spinach” gal de: won- 
en’s magazines. 
The Army vs. Notre Dame 
Daniel Moore & J. C. Beach 
(Sept. ) Random, # 
The reeord, 1913-1947. 
Basic Writings of 
George Washington 
ed. & intro. Saxe Commins (Aug) 
Random, $3.7 
Valuable collection for school |: 
braries, 
Maurice Baring: A Postscript 
ed. Laura Lovat S&W,# 
Letters, verse, & a memoir. 
The Big Nine 
Howard Roberts (Sept.) 
Putnam, # 
Midwest brand conference football. 
Dante Theologian 
Patrick Cummins, 0.8.B. 
Herder, # 
Terza rima trans. & commentary. 
Dante’s American Pilgrimage 
Angelina La Piana Yale, # 
U.S. Dante scholarship 1800-1944. 
T. S. Eliot: A Selected Critique 
ed. Leonard Unger Rinehart, # 
Let the pundits pronounce. 
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BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Two Messages for All Americans 


The First Freedom 
Wilfred Parsons, S.J. MeMullen, $2.25 
Reviewed by Hugh Graham, 
Ph.D., director, Department of 
Education ; acting director, Grad- 
uate Studies, John Carroll Uni- 
versity. 


This little book is a timely publication. 
It presents quite clearly and suceinct- 
ly the important problem of the rela- 
tionship between religion and state. 
The need for an adequate exposition 
of the legal and ethical implications 
of the so-called historical principle of 
separation of church and state is 
manifest to all who have noted the 
inherent contradictions of the decision 
of the United States Supreme Court 
in the recent McCollum ease. 

The phrase, ‘‘separation of church 
and state,’’ which originally stood for 
liberty and equality of religion before 
the state, has come to mean many 
things. This the author makes clear 
as he traces the historical progress of 
the First Amendment from its intro- 
duction in 1791 to the present day. 

After discussing the idea of separa- 
tion as a principle and a policy, he 
arrives at a solution in harmony with 
the Catholic position and with the 
American tradition during the first 
half century of our national life. For 
this truly American policy he has sug- 
gested the terms, ‘‘distinetion and co- 
operation’’ rather than ‘‘separation 


and unity.’’ 

The treatment is objective and 
scholarly. The book should appeal not 
only to Catholies but to all Americans 
who believe in the constitutional prin- 
ciple of religious liberty, and who sin- 
eerely accept the constitutional and 
legal arrangements under which peo- 
ple of differing religious beliefs live 
happily together in this country. 





The Great Tradition 

Jerome G. Kerwin MeMullen, $1.50 
Ten years too late, the country is be- 
ing aroused over Communism, yet piti- 
fully oblivious of the creeping sickness 
of Socialism. 

Democracy is at stake. But just 
what is democracy? Where did it 
come from? and how? If we don’t 
know, how will we know we’re losing 
it? 

Catholic Professor Jerome G. Ker- 
win of the University of Chicago, ex- 
pert in political science and practical 
polities, is a most readable writer. 
The Great Tradition: The Democratic 
Idea, is Dr. Kerwin’s summary of the 
contemporary  ssituation, simple, 
straightforward, sparing neither the 
apathy of so-called good citizens 
(Catholies included), nor the dismal 
failure of the press and schools in 
side-stepping political realities 

Should be in high school libraries. 
Adults will read it again and again. 





BOOK CLUBS COME AND GO 

Milo Sutliff, who has been in 
charge of the various Doubleday book 
clubs (Lit. Guild, Book League, Dol- 
lar Club, Family Reading Club, 
Home Reading Club) now heads the 
Fiction Book Club, which expects to 
buy up other clubs. ~ 

Book-of-the-Month Club has bought 
the Non-Fiction Book Club, and is ex- 
pected to announce a new Travelers’ 
Book Club, to provide books for pas- 
sengers on trains and boats. 

Antagonism between booksellers 
and book clubs is working toward 
some kind of climax. 


R.LP. 


Two deaths mourned by BOT re- 
cently were those of Rev. J. Russell 
Hughes, M.M., heroic missioner whose 
illness cut off his BOT reviewing car- 
fer, and who died of the effects of 
Internment in Japan . . . and Brother 
Aidan O’Reilly, C.S.C., one of our 
dest friends, at Notre Dame. . . 
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Please send me 


NAME_ 
ADDRESS 
City. 
STaTE 


AMT. ENCLOSED $ 


MARINE 
FROM 
VIRGINIA 


DAVID TUCKER 
BROWN, JR. 


N 1941 David enlisted in the 

Marine Corps, and from that 
time until his death in action on 
Okinawa in May, 1945, he wrote 
many letters—to his mother, his 
brother, and his friends. From 
them there emerges the portrait 
of a thoughtful, deeply religious, 
and at the same time an intensely 
vital young man. 


You will find true inspiration 
in David's religious faith, his 
love of literature, music and all 
beauty in nature. His bravery and 
enjoyment of physical activity 
complete this portrait of a truly 
great young man — a man well 
worth reading. $2.50 


... @ lasting tribute to an ideal 
soldier—a tribute to good breed- 
ing—to high ideals—to courage 
—and consecration.’’ 

—Books on Trial 


e 
A Chapel Hill Book 


THE THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP 
220 W. Madison, Chicago 6 


copies. 
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Problems of An Editor 


Advertising Ethics --- and Revenue 
"False, Misleading, and Deceptive” 


A rather unusual Editor’s Note in 
Our Sunday Visitor of July 11th 
made us wonder how a similar situa- 
tion might have been handled by, say, 
the Saturday Evening Post. 

The OSV note has reference to a 
full-page ad of the Family Reading 
Club in the same issue—or, rather, it 
follows a column and a half recom- 
mendation of the goods advertised. 
‘«, . turn to the back page,” says 
Mary E. McGill in her editorial col- 
umn, ‘‘. . . and see the astonishing of- 
fer. ..’’ ‘*. .. you will be amazed to 
find what can be had for a free 
a. i 

The Federal Trade Commission, 
however, has other ideas. In a com- 
plaint just issued against numerous 
elubs, the government agency charges 
that books called ‘‘free’’, or ‘‘bo- 
nuses’’, or ‘‘dividends’’, in book club 
ads ure not gifts, and that the use of 
these terms by such clubs as those of 
Doubleday and its subsidiaries (Lit- 
erary Guild, Book League, Dollar 
Club, Home Reading Club), as well as 
Black’s Classic and Detective clubs, 
Book-of-the-Month Club, and others, 
constitutes ‘‘false, misleading and 
deceptive’’ advertising. 

Miss McGill was ‘‘moved’’ to turn 
from her editorial work to focus at- 
tention on the full-page ad ‘‘ because 
of the soul building, the mentally 
stimulating, the body sustaining, the 
cultural impetus...” ete. of the 
books advertised—two novels, a biog- 
raphy, a story of operatic dramas, a 
cook book, and a dictionary. She fails, 
however, to mention that none of 
these is exactly a new book, and she 
stretches her arithmetic somewhat in 
adding up the total original prices. 


The Editor’s Note 


The Editor of OSV finds it possible 
to ‘‘coneur with the views by Miss 
McGill . . .”’ but adds that as a result 
of having ‘‘been disappointed in a 
few of the selections made during re- 
cent months by this club’’. . . ‘‘ we had 
instructed our advertising department 
not to accept further advertising from 
it’’ (but) ‘‘we are now informed that 
a sincere effort is being made to se- 
lect only the highest type books’’. . . 
(and) ‘‘Of course, members of the 
club need not buy books which do not 
meet with their favor.’’ 

The fallacy in this latter statement 





is that buyers do not know in advance 
what they are getting, and once havy- 
ing accepted books they are not re- 
turnable. 

The second objection to blanket ree- 
ommendations of any club known to 
be, or to have been, in the habit of 
exploiting undesirable reading mat- 
ter, is that the door is thereby opened 
to anything that may follow. 


What Would Lorimer Have Done? 


The book page of Our Sunday Visi- 
tor, so far as we have observed, is 
probably unique in this country in the 
way of ‘‘boosting’’ books and book 
clubs advertised in its columns. The 
supposed minimum in advertising 
ethics is to maintain absolute separa- 
tion of the editorial and commercial 
departments. 

And this leads us back to where 
we started. It just happened that as 
the OSV bombast was called to our 
attention we were reading George 
Horace Lorimer and the Saturday 
Evening Post. For many years the 
SEP was an American ‘‘institution’’. 
No rival magazine ever pleased its 
readers for so long a period, and 
George Horace Lorimer was the most 
notable magazine editor of his time. 
To maintain its independence, finan- 
cial advertising was banned by the 
Post, as well as liquor, cigarettes and 
real estate. 

An ironclad rule forbade mention 
of an off-color situation, or an inde- 
cent word of suggestion. (We are 
speaking of the SEP of Lorimer’s 
day.) , 

‘‘Onee someone in the advertising 
department got wind of a scheduled 
football article and quietly sold some 
ads to a sporting-goods firm to be 
keyed in with it. Almost at the dead- 
line, Lorimer smelled out the plot and 
removed the story’’ (p. 221). 

Editor Lorimer refused to talk with 
customers who placed advertising, but 
on one occasion he relented. An adver- 
tiser said ‘‘he would like to see some 
Post editorials advocating the build- 
ing of homes instead of apartments.” 
It happened, he said that he was in 
the home building business and was 
renewing his large contract with the 
Post. 

Lorimer replied, ‘‘I agree with all 
you’ve said, but I’m sorry you said it. 
We’ve had quite a bit to say in the 
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Post about homes and pets and gar. 
dens . .. but now it will be impossible 
for us to mention that subject again 
for a year. If you or any other adver. 
tiser should come to think you could 
influence what goes on in the editorial 
columns of the Post, that space would 
have lost its value to you.”’ 

‘*Whew!’’ said the advertiser, as he 
caught his breath after reaching the 
elevator, ‘‘what a man!’’ 















Freedom and Order 
Anthony Eden (July) H M, $3 

Contemplates government & interna- 

tionalism. 

From Versailles to Potsdam 

Leonard von Muralt Regnery, $2 
How one mistake led to others. 
Guide to Family Living 

Agnes E. Benedict & Adele 

Franklin (Fall) A-C, $2.25 
For better parent-child relations. 
Joan of Arc: An Anthology 

ed. Edward Wagenknecht (Sept.) 

Creative, $4.50 
In history & literature. 
Jungle Man 
Major P. J. Pretorius (Aug.) 
Dutton, $3.75 
Memoirs famous So. African hunter. 
Mid-West Heritage 

John Drury (Sept.) 
Fascinating picture-history. 
Of Flight and Life 

Col. Charles A. Lindbergh (Aug.) 

Seribner, $1.50 
Some serious air-borne thoughts. 
The Peace 

Ernst Juenger Regnery, #2 
Document of anti-Nazi elements. 
The Poet & His Time 

Ernst Wiechert 
3 important lectures. 
Prescott’s The Conquest of Mexico 

ed. Marshall McClintock 

Messner, #) 
‘‘Designed for Modern Reading.”’ 
The Un-Marxian Socialist: 
A Study of Proudhon 

Henri de Lubac, S.J. S & W, $3.5) 
Rare subject-author combination. 
Warpath & Council Fire 

Stanley Vestal Random, $3.4) 
‘‘Plains Indians’ Struggle for Sur 
vival, 1851-1891.’’ 

Whither Germany? 

Hans Zbinden Regnery, # 
Cuts through massive confusion. 
Witnesses for Freedom: Negro 
Americans in Autobiography 

Rebecca Chalmers Barton 

Harper, $3. 
Essays of synopsis & evaluation. 
Woman With a Sword 

Hollister Noble DD, # 

Anne Carroll, Lincoln’s braintrusté 



















Wyn, $i 












Regnery, #2 
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Conclusions of 


A Thoughtful Christian 


Civilization on Trial 


Arnold Toynbee Oxford, $3.50 


Reviewed by Dr. Eva J. Ross, 
Trinity College; author forth- 
coming ‘‘Sociology and Social 
Problems’’, 


The author of A Study of History 
here presents 13 essays on the vital 
issues of the present day, as he sees 
them. Although these were written on 
different occasions, for different au- 
diences, there is a unity in the whole, 
and the book provides much worth- 
while reading. The ideas of any 
thoughtful Christian on the tragic 
muddle of today’s world should be 
carefully considered, and Toynbee is 
a Christian of vast erudition, who has 
devoted long years to the attempt to 
place our present civilization in the 
course of time and in God’s plan for 
mankind. 

In general, Toynbee sees the chief 
problem of today to be one of War 
and Class struggle (p. 23). Any third 
World War will, he thinks, be be- 
tween the United States with false 
ideals of individualistic free enter- 
prise, and the USSR with false ideals 
of communistie statism (pp. 21-23; 
27; 148 ete.). For centuries, Russians 
have tried to westernize themselves, 
he shows, but always Western eivili- 
zation runs ahead and they never 
quite catch up; now, if they follow 
the former pattern, our western dis- 
covery and use of the atom bomb will 
lead them to prepare for war. 


Three-fold Solution 


Because any future war will be dis- 
astrous to the human race, and may 
completely abolish mankind, or leave 
only the African Negritos in their 
forest fastnesses free from the effects 
of atomic bombs (p. 162), Toynbee 
proposes for our salvation in polities, 
4 constitutional cooperative system of 
world government; in economies, a 
working compromise between free en- 
terprise and socialism; in the life of 
the spirit, a re-intergration of religion 
in all phases of social life (p. 39). He 
18 afraid that the Truman Doctrine, 
While taking the United States out of 
her isolationism, may lead her away 
from cooperation with others, to a de- 
sire for world unity by the struggle 
of power polities (p. 133). He sees the 
chief hope for world cooperation in 
the successful carrying through of the 
United Nations organization (p. 49), 
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PEOPLE & 


The Iron Curtain“ 
Igor Gouzenko Dutton, $3 


Reviewed by Rev. Peter J. W. 
Rubbens, Dutch missioner sta- 
tioned in Saskatchewan. 


With thousands of people seeing the 
motion picture of the same name, it 
should be pointed out that the film is 
not based on this book, cannot com- 
pare with it in significance and in no 
way dispenses the movie-goer from 
reading Gouzenko’s own story. 

The reader who is anxious to get 
right into the thrills of the now fa- 
mous spy disclosures will have to re- 
strain his impatience until near the 
end of the book and he will find him- 
self well rewarded. Those who have 
read other serious authors about the 
Soviet, such as Dallin, Timasheff, 
Chamberlin, Barmine, and Krav- 
chenko, will be able to appreciate the 
accuracy of the information, for their 
deseriptions confirm each other. It is 
remarkable how this Gouzenko—after 
a short time in Canada—has learned 
to view the whole Soviet picture as 
it were through Western eyes, giving 
us just what we ought to know and 
reacting to it as we do, in spite of 
having had the ‘‘official Russian atti- 
tude’’ drilled into him. 


After the first few pages, not a 
word is wasted on irrelevant details. 
Although the bulkier autobiographies 
of Barmine and Kravchenko, who 
emancipated themselves earlier, treat 
certain subjects in greater detail, 
Gouzenko’s account is more satisfac- 





and in a more faithful adherence to 
the tenets of Christianity. God’s love 
led to the Redemption of the Cross, he 
reminds us, and if we seek to follow 
Christ, in God’s way, we will try to 
save our souls by helping our neigh- 
bor, and thus we shall have a truly 
social cooperation among all mankind 
(p. 246). 


The multiplicity of erudite refer- 
ences throughout the book make it un- 
suitable for popular consumption, but 
the educated Catholic, while not al- 
ways agreeing with Toynbee’s prem- 
ises and conclusions, will find in his 
new work very important matter for 
prayerful contemplation, as well as 
for interesting table-talk. 





45 





PROBLEMS 


Soviet Espionage in Canada 


tory in several ways. While the other 
two did not seem to have lost their 
Marxist dreams, when they wrote 
their books, but were only disgusted 
with the Soviet way of realizing 
them, there is no hint of such uncon- 
verted attitude in Gouzenko’s book. 
And it certainly scores in its perfect 
exposition of the Soviet foreign un- 
dereover work and of the anti-religion 
campaign at home, about which K. 
had little and B. nothing to say. 

Immorality in Russia has been 
touched on very soberly without in 
any way exploiting it. In facet, the 
only remark in the book that may 
push up the moralist’s brows a little 
is this: ‘‘. . . the implication that lack 
of family life and religious influence 
cause wide-spread immorality among 
young Russians is all wrong’’ (p. 
49). But, on the one hand, Gouzen- 
ko’s generation has not been totall 
devoid of religious influence, for he 
says himself: ‘‘The bitter official 
scorn of religion never seemed to 
match up with my happy recollec- 
tion: (p. 18). On the other hand, he 
may not be aware how fortunate he 
has been in his social contacts; he ap- 
plied himself so strenuously to his 
studies, that he missed out on most 
of the athletics and _ recreational 
pleasures of boys of his age (p. 55) 
and never fell in love with any other 
girl than the one he married. 


If you want to know about Soviet 
disregard for people’s life or happi- 
ness, about the atmosphere of mutual 
distrust even among friends, about 
inequality and want behind the iron 
curtain, about lying propaganda and 
abuse of diplomatic immunity, about 
the subtle approach to intellectual 
dupes over here, about the ulterior 
motive for the exchange of students, 
about the Russian’s amazement at the 
good life outside Russia, it is all 
there, and more. 

The fastidious reader may occa- 
sionally be annoyed by poor construc- 
tion or faulty grammar. That this is 
due to haste and not to inability is 
clear, for on the whole the book is 
very well written. 

I heartily recommend it to all who 
are old enough to take an interest in 
human affairs, 

* Canadian title: 
Choice. 


This Was My 
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Roosevelt Duplicity Revealed 


Dr. John O'Brien Confirms Beard Report 
and Asks That Public Be Kept Informed 


President Roosevelt and the 
Coming of the War, 1941; 
A Study in Appearances 


and Realities 
Charles A. Beard Yale, $5.00 


Reviewed by John A. O’Brien, 

University of Notre Dame. 

This is a book as challenging as it is 
disturbing. It comes as a sequal to Dr. 
Beard’s American Foreign Policy in 
the Making, 1932-1940, wherein he 
presented a detailed record of Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt’s statements to the 
American people under the heading 
of foreign policy up to the presiden- 
tial campaign of 1940. 

In the present volume Dr. Beard 
presents President Roosevelt’s per- 
sonal direction of foreign affairs in 
the year that brought the war and 
shows the steps by which the United 
States was pulled into the conflict. 
The author has digested the findings 
of all the committee reports and ex- 
hibits up to the date his manuscript 
went to press, and he presents the 
documented record. That record 
brings out the striking contrast be- 
tween the appearances created by of- 
ficial words spoken to the American 
public and the realities of official 
actions taken in 1941. The result is a 
revealing and startling volume. It is 
a contribution to the history of the 
fateful year 1941. It has important 
bearings on the prospect of American 
institutions and on the power of Con- 
gress and the President in the con- 
duct of foreign affairs and in the mak- 
ing of foreign commitments. It raises 
in a disturbing way the question of 





SUMMER MEDITATION 
(while sweeping -the chapel carpet) 


I’ll play no golf 

Till the links of heaven, 
When the stars 

My golf balls shall be. 

Orion will be my caddy 

And the score a marvel to see. 


In Cassiopea’s chair 

I’ll repose at leisure 

And hang up my cap 

On the polar star. 

From the Great Dipper 

I’ll quaff with pleasure, 

Then walk free 

Where the scorpions are. 
—Sister M. Gabriel, B.V.M. 

Clarke College, Dubuque. 


the validity of the whole democratic 
process. 

Previous to Pearl Harbor more than 
80% of the American people were 
hoping and praying that America 
would stay out of the European con- 
flict. They were writing letters to 
their representatives in Congress and 
to the President, imploring them not 
to send their sons a second time into 
the holocaust then devouring the 
youth of Europe. The record shows 
that while the President was verbally 
promising to keep their sons at home 
and to protect the peace of the coun- 
try, he was secretly edging the nation 
by indirection and subterfuge closer 
to the abyss of war. As one looks 
over the contrast between the spoken 
words of President Roosevelt and his 
actions, he sees the utter helplessness 
of the masses of the American people. 
They were like sheep being driven to 
the slaughter. 

The work does more than show the 
strange duplicity of Roosevelt and 
many of his administration leaders. Jt 
shows the imperative need of estab- 
lishing a measure or means by which 
the majority of the American people 
can effectuate their wishes in the mat- 
ter of peace and war. Until a way is 
found to compel the President and 
Congress to reflect their manifest . . . 
wishes .. . in the matter of engaging 
in war or remaining at peace, the 
American people have no assurance 
that they will not be dragged a third 
time by lying propaganda, official 
duplicity and misrepresentation into 
the horrors and destructiveness of any 
major conflict that breaks out in 
Europe. 

The great merit of Dr. Beard’s 
study is that he makes the objective 
evidence, the official record in the 
ease, tell the maximum of the story, 
with just a minimum of comment and 
interpretation from his own pen. This 
is a must book for every educator, 
statetsman, law-maker, student of 
political science, clergyman, as well 
as every man and woman concerned 
with finding a way to keep from being 
hurled into every conflict that breaks 
out all over the globe. Dr. Beard has 
rendered many valuable services to 
the American people by his scholarly 
historical volumes. But we think this 
volume is outstanding in his list of 
works and entitles him to the lasting 
gratitude of the American people. 
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Too Flatterin 1g? 


Our Unknown Ex-President 
Eugene Lyons 
Reviewed by Dr. Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, Chicago. 

This title has as its subheading, as one 

would expect, ‘‘A Portrait of Herbert 

Hoover.’’ Perhaps it may as well be 

added that the likeness is what most 

people would consider a very flatter. 
ing portrait. Eugene Lyons, who du. 
ing the early days of the New Deal 
was one of the leading critics of 
Hoover, has now hit the sawdust trail 
and has written this book of 340 pages 
to attest to his sincere conversion. 
Perhaps the book would be mor 
apt to achieve the objective the author 
had in mind were it less adulatory and 
more critical. At the end of the book 
most readers will feel that no human 
being could be as good as Hoover iy 
depicted, chapter after chapter. Sen 
tences like the one which I shall quot 
get rather wearisome upon frequent 
repetition: ‘‘They (the people) tend 
to credit some if not all of the myth 
of an impersonal, almost machine-lik 
administrator. The myth happens ti 
be a sad caricature of a sensitive, soft. 
hearted person who craves affection 
enjoys congenial company, and sit: 
fers under the slings of malice.’’ 

_ When Lyons remains factual hi 

book continues to be interesting 

Hoover’s career in Australia and it 

China is well traced. More attentio 

is rightly directed to Hoover’s worl 

as director of relief in Belgium priv 
to our entering World War I. Th 
overhead costs were less than one-hal 
of one per cent; this is quite a col 
trast to the 20% administratiy 
cost associated with UNRRA afte 

World War II. Hoover accepted 1 

salary for his services. Lyons givé 

evidence to show that Hoover tried t 

lessen the unsound expansion in 192 

prior to the crash. Very detailed ev 

dence is given to show that Hoove 
tried, and with considerable succes 
to reduce the effects of the depressi 
associated with his administratiol 

This is perhaps the best section of th 

book and the part which should | 

told. If you are interested in Hooy 
this book is for you. 





Two BOT contributors are now big 
time editors—Vincent Smith, Phd 
philosopher at The Catholic Unive 
sity of America, as editor of The N 
Scholasticism, and Bonaventw 
Schwinn, 0.8.B., PH.D., of the tent 
tively titled Benedictine Studies, . 


DD, $2.95 
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Like Russia --- 
Immense and M ysterious 


The Russian Idea 




















Nicolas Berdyaev Mae, $2.75 
Reviewed by Victor M. Hamm, 
Ph.D., Marquette University. 


























Nicolas Berdyaev has just died. An 
exile from his native land, he never 
ceased being a Russian, and his many 
books reflected both his native culture 
and his nostalgia for the old world 
of faith and charity that he saw col- 
lapsing about him both in the East 
and in the West. His traditions were 
not altogether ours, however. His 
mind was not disciplined by western 
philosophy, and his cast of thought 
was definitely non-scholastie and -non- 
classical. 




























































































Thus Berdyaev makes difficult read- 
ing, especially to the person of the 
western Christian tradition. Not all 
his books, however, are as diffuse and 
disorderly as the present one. It is, 
like Russia, immense and mysterious. 
It progresses by accretion and infla- 
tion, not by an orderly sequence of 
logical thought. The job of reviewing 
it is an unenviable one. 

























The Russian Soul 


One gets the impression, from the 
book, that the chief historical differ- 
ence between Russia and Europe was 
the fact that she was untouched both 
by classicism and by humanism. The 
Renaissance never came to Russia; 
but neither did the Latin analytie dis- 
cipline. Berdyaev’s description of the 
Russian soul well characterizes the 
resultant reality. 















There is that in the Russian soul 
which corresponds to the immensity, 
the vagueness, the infinitude of the 
Russian land. . . There has been a vast 
elemental strength in the Russian 
people combined with a comparatively 
weak sense of form. . . Two contradic- 
tory principles lay at the foundation 
of the structure of the Russian soul, 
the one a natural, dionysian, ele- 
mental paganism and the other ascetic 
monasticism. 

















On the one hand despotism and ty- 
tranny, on the other anarchism and 
licence. On the one, cruelty, violence, 
and on the other kindliness, humanity, 
and gentleness. How these contradic- 
tory forees worked through the 19th 
century, when the bourgeois civiliza- 
tion of the West agitated Russian life 
and thought, is the theme of the book. 
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Jewish Writer Says English and Americans 
Have Fallen Into Ways of Nazis and Communists 


Our Threatened Values 

Victor Gollancz Regnery, $2.50 
... It has permanent value .. . it 
treats a subject that has been side- 
stepped by most writers and speakers 
—the moral disaster that accompanied 
and followed the recent war. 

‘* . . He tells off some of the big 
fellows, including Winston Churchill. 
Yet Churchill praised the book and 
seems to have permitted his praise to 
be used in the advertisements. . . 

‘Mr. Gollanez seems to have done 
an even better job than Norman 
Angell. Mr. Angell proved again and 
again that war is futile. No one, he 
said, wins a modern war; the loser 
loses and the winner loses. In ancient 
times it was the vanquished nation 
that paid and paid and paid. Nowa- 
days tribute and more tribute and 
more again is demanded not of the 
loser but of the winner. . . 

‘Mr. Gollanez concentrates on the 


ce 


deeay of honor, truth, ethical stand- 
ards and the sense of humanity. . . 
He sees and appraises the Decline and 
Fall not of an empire or an economic 
system or a political power, but of a 
moral code. England lost territory 
and world prestige. We lost 500 or 
600 billion dollars. England could let 
her colonies go and we could kiss our 
money good-bye without regret, if we 
were both in a position to say, ‘all is 
lost save honor.’ But all is lost, inelud- 
ing honor. . . 

‘*Lacking space in these pages to 
quote examples, I can only urge all 
who are interested in the worst re- 
sults of the war mentality to read 
Our Threatened Values. It is to be 
hoped that readers will be properly 
shocked .. . unto repentance, like the 
curiosity seekers who came down from 
Calvary striking their breasts. . .’’ 

—Rev. James M. Gillis, Eitor, in 
The Catholic World. 





Except to the close student of Rus- 
sian history, it is bewildering to fol- 
low the succession of names and ide- 
ologies, especially since the book is so 
eyelonie in style. 


One gathers that German thought 
beginning with Hegel had an im- 
mense influence in Russia, and the de- 
velopment of Hegel’s philosophy by 
Marx confirms the impression. But 
there was also that deep underlying 
belief in human brotherhood and in 
the vocation of Russia to make social 
justice an actual reality. Communism 
is a distortion of this messianic idea. 

While it is good to get a Russian’s 
picture of his own country and its 
spiritual history, from a great and 
learned Russian, the wnsympathetic 
attitude towards the West and the 
hostility to the logical reason which 
this book displays on almost every 
page make it a dubious contribution 
to objective scholarship. 





COUNTRY vs. CITY 


I think it . . . frightfully good for your 
children and mine to have been brought up 
on the farm. Town tastes, if they need be 
picked up at all, can easily be picked up 
later in life, but country tastes, if they 
are not learned in infancy, are not learnt 
at all. 

—From ‘‘With Love, Peter’’ 
by Christopher Hollis 
(McMullen, $2.50) 


How To Be Happy Though 
Married 


Just and Durable Parents 

James Lee Ellenwood Seribner, $2.50 

Reviewed by Dorothy Atkinson 

Williams. 

Over 30 years ago my pious, genial. 
Victorian mother electrified and awed 
to silence the adolescent bickerings of 
my brother and myself with a thun- 
derous ‘‘STOP! I will not have this 
constant quarreling. I am going to 
have this a happy home if I have to 
make it a hell on earth to do it!”’ 

In this merry little book Mr. Ellen- 
wood helps us attain the same end by 
mirroring with a twinkle in his eye 
all the little nervous fussiness and 
bossiness that hamper the genuine 
tolerance and cooperation so needed 
in our modern homes frequently 
crowded with extra generations be- 
yond the normal two. Spirited sketch- 
es add to the fun. Just the book to 
give anyone who has, or has had a 
family. 

Although Mr. Ellenwood is a Minis- 
ter, as well as a lecturer on family 
relations, there is nothing so austere 
in his discussion of ‘‘police’’ methods 
with the young as a reference to the 
duties and responsibilities of parents 
under the Authority of God to cloud 
the light whimsicality of this clever 
little book! 
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Three Strikes 
On Babe Ruth 





Babe Ruth 

Martin Weldon Crowell, $2.50 
Babe Ruth 

Tom Meany Barnes, $2.75 


The Babe Ruth Story 
as told to Bob Considine 
Dutton, $3.00 

Reviewed by Richard Butler, 

O.P. 

Biographies often come in pairs, sel- 
dom in triplets. Apparently, George 
Herman Ruth heretofore was reticent, 
then suddenly agreed to raise the cur- 
tain on what is perhaps the most 
colorful career story in the history of 
American sports. 

Babe Ruth still holds so many base- 
ball records a list of them would read 
like a volume of stock exchange re- 
ports. His fame needs no more than 
a modicum of comment, for no other 
sports figure sparked the enthusiastic 
interest of Americans as did ‘‘the 
Babe’’. Babe Ruth practically made 
baseball the popular American past- 
time that it is today. And baseball is 
America’s unique contribution to the 
world of sports. 

George Ruth was a kid who never 
grew up. He climbed, or rather was 
pushed, up the celebrity stairs—from 
the St. Mary’s Industrial Schoolyard 
to the Yankee Stadium, which ‘‘the 
Big Fellows’’ virtually built. He al- 
ways retained the virtues of child- 
hood; and he clung to some childish 
shortcomings, too. Though he may 
have lacked social graces, he was not 
a stranger to the grace of God. In his 
own autobiographical story, he hum- 
bly tells of his jovful return to the 
sacraments during his recent illness. 

All three of his current biographies 
have their proper merits; a rigid com- 
parison is unnecessary. Each has a 
different approach and style; each of- 
fers an individualized biographical 
contribution. 

Tom Meany’s racy style of sport- 
casting has been a reporting treat for 
sports fans for nearly 25 years. His 
spicy treatment of Babe Ruth brings 
out the full flavor of a pen portrait 
brilliant with human interest and de- 
tailed with colorful anecdote. He ap- 
proaches the stocky figure of Ruth 
via reminiscent anecdotes. 

Martin Weldon, radio announcer 
and columnist, writes more objective- 
ly in his book of the same title and 
subject. He uses a straight chrono- 
logical approach. His prose is prim, 
lacks the lustre of Meany’s scintil- 
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lating style. He writes simply and 
factually, although he does accept 
some legends that are more than sus- 
pect. 

The Babe Ruth Story, his own story 
ghosted by Bob Considine, has the 
most appeal of all. Like all autobi- 
ographies, it has its necessary restric- 
tions. But what it lacks objectively, 
it gains subjectively. In this work, 
Ruth places proper emphasis on the 
helpful spiritual influence in his lite. 
Of Brother Matthias, a Xaverian 
teacher at St. Mary’s, he says: ‘‘He 
was the greatest man I’ve ever 
known’’. And Babe Ruth knew a lot 
of people during his celebrated 
career. This autobiography, now be- 
ing filmed, is especially recommended 
to the young fans of ‘‘the game that 
Ruth made.’’ 


Quite Credible 


The Incredible Crosby 

Barry Ulanov Whit, $3.50 

Reviewed by Anne Rush Riley. 

The Incredible Crosby becomes easily 
credible to the reader of this fascinat- 
ing book. Had Bing sought an under- 
standing Boswell he could have found 
no other to match this man Ulanov, 
who is eandid in his criticisms and 
makes no effort to glamorize his sub- 
ject. Bing must have winced occa- 
sionally as he proof read this story of 
his life. 

Crosby’s early background accounts 
for his modesty (‘‘... all I have is a 
tear in my voice’’), his unexpected 
and sometimes dramatic punctuality, 
his fascination with words, his unself- 
consciousness. Egotism does not thrive 
among critical brothers and sisters. 
Punctuation and ‘‘an insatiable thirst 
for knowledge’’ grow out of the strict 
Jesuit curriculum. (Befuddled eda- 
eators of today take notice.) Unself- 
consciousness stems from Bing’s ut- 
ter disregard for ‘‘staging’’ his acts. 

Ulanov says that Bing ‘‘was de- 
lighted with the foolishness of his ex- 
istence.’’ This foolishness did not rule 
out a shrewdness that demonstrated 
itself in many ways—especially in his 
determination to be a feature instead 
of the star in the roles he takes. Un- 
hindered, uninhibited—that’s what 
counts with Bing where his talents 
are concerned. 

This is more than a biography. It is 
a Who’s Who among arbiters of taste 
in musie and acting since the turn of 
the century. The author’s enchanting 
style and use of words tend to over- 
shadow the mammoth task of research 
he accomplished. 7t’s a GRAND book. 





July-August, 1948 


Father of 
the Nickel Subway 


The Making of an Insurgent 

Fiorella H. LaGuardia Lipp, $2.75 
This autobiography of the three-time 
Mayor of New York ends with 1919 
although there are numerous refer. 
ences to later periods. La Guardia died 
in September, 1947. 

Variously labelled as a liberal, a die. 
tatorial crusader, and an exhibitionisi 
of popular appeal, La Guardia her 
depicts himself as a paragon of prac. 
tically all known virtues, ever bat- 
tling against power, privilege, corrup- 
tion and mediocrity. He is almost con. 
vineing. 

Son of Italian immigrants, he was 
reared in Army camps, his father be. 
ing a leader of the 11th U. S. Infantry 
Band. The father’s death is attributed 
to eating diseased meat furnished by 
crooked contractors during the Span- 
ish-American War, and this happen- 
ing colored, or influenced, many of 
Fiorello’s later actions. 

Throughout the book there is con- 
tinual reference to crooked deals 
graft, and the venality of judges and 
magistrates, particularly in New York 
Although he does not make the com- 
parison, it shouldn’t take much effort 
to imagine what will happen in this 
country if control of industry fall 
into the hands of the same greedy 
politicians whose pliant, conscienceles 
appointees make a mockery of justic 
in the courts. 

Another item of importance in this 
present age when so many nit-wils 
think the world owes them a living, i 
that La Guardia did not let seven full 
days of work at Ellis Island eae 
week prevent him from getting a legal 
education through night school work. 

Following World War I, la 
Guardia fought hard and successfully 
to reduce the size of the Army. Be 
fore his death, he came to look upd 
this action as the greatest mistake of 
his career, and became an advocate 
of universal military training. 

As a member of U. S. Congress, 
La Guardia introduced many bill 
that failed. As he tells it, he wa 
usually on the right side—as in op 
posing Prohibition, the Volstead At 
having been drawn up, not by Vol 
stead or his committee but by tht 
Anti-Saloon League and others wh 
had no real idea of enforcing prohibl 
tion and thus eliminating their oW 
jobs. The only dry organization ® 
the level, he says, was the Women 

Christian Temperance Union. 







































Js, 

















July-August, 1948 


TO BE ADMIRED -- 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


- AND IMITATED 





_,. Being a list prepared in answer to numerous requests for a selective bibhio- 
graphy of the saints, for use as a basic guide for home, school, and parish libra- 
ries. Not all the saints, unfortunately, are included (mostly because nobody has 
written about them), but the ones who are, are well worth your acquaintance. 
Only books available at The Thomas More or soon to be published or reprinted 
are listed. Next issue will continue our booklist. 

Check the titles you wish, and send your order to The Thomas More Book 


Shop, 220 W. Madison, Chicago 6. 


St. Albert the Great 
§. M. Albert, O.P. (1948) 
Beloved teacher of St. Thomas. 
The Vocation of St. Aloysius Gonzaga 
C. C. Martindale, S.J. 2.50 
‘‘Infant’’ of the Society of Jesus. 
St. Ambrose 
Pere de Labriolle (tr. Wilson) 2.50 
Mighty man of Milan. 
St. Anthony of Padua 
Mabel Farnum 
Newest life of wonder-worker. 
Augustine’s Quest of Wisdom (St.) 
Vernon Bourke 
Combined story & explanation. 
St. Camillus 
C. C. Martindale, S.J. 
Originator of the Red Cross. 
St. Charles Borromeo 
Cesare Orsenigo 
Solid study great Cardinal-reformer. 
Si. Catherine of Siena 
Johannes Jorgensen 3.50 
Thorough, reliable, reverent treatment. 
Wayfarers’ Friend 
Courtenay Savage 2.00 
What lies behind St. Christopher medal. 
Edmund Campion (BI.) 
Evelyn Waugh 2.75 
Fine portrait Elizabethan martyr. 
St. Cecil Cyprian 
J. H. Fichter, S.J. 2.50 
Fascinating story early lawyer-martyr. 
Life of St. Dominic 
Bede Jarrett, O.P. 
Loving, readable, yet authoritative. 
St. Francis of Assisi 
G. K. Chesterton 
Gay and entertaining. 
St. Francis of Assisi 
Johannes Jorgensen 
Full length portrait. 
St. Francis of Assisi: 
The Legends & Lauds 
ed. Otto Karrer 3.00 
Source-book contemp. memoirs & tales. 
Richest of the Poor 
(St. Francis of Assisi) 
Theodore Maynard 
Newest straight biography. 
Too Small a World 
Theodore Maynard 
Our own St. Frances Xavier Cabrini. 
St. Ignatius 
Christopher Hollis 
Spirited popular life. 
St.John Baptist de la Salle 
Martin Dempsey 
Founder far-flung Christian Brothers. 
Spirit of Flame 
E. Allison Peers 
Short life St. John of the Cross. 
Man Nearest to Christ 
FP. L, Filas, S.J. 
Close-up of St. Joseph. 
St. Louise de Marillac 
M. V. Woodgate 
Story foundress Sisters of Charity. 
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Behold This Heart 
H. J. Heagney 
Informal sketch St. Margaret Mary. 
St. Margaret of Cortona 
Francois Mauriac 
Striking essay in repentance. 
Margaret, Princess of Hungary 
S.M.C., O.P. 
Newest Dominican saint. 
Blessed Margaret Clitherow 
Margaret T. Monro 2.00 
Housewife-martyr—Henry VIII’s victim. 
St. Martin of Tours 
Henri Gheon 2.25 
Last of Gheon’s delightful ‘‘secrets’’. 
Blessed Martin de Porres 


3.50 


1,25 


J. C. Kearns, O.P. 1.75 
Story Negro Dominican laybrother. 

St. Paul, Apostle and Martyr 

Igino Giordani 2.50 


Stresses apostolic aspects. 

Hunter of Souls 

Fr. Edmund, C.P. 2.50 
St. Paul of the Cross, Passionist founder. 

Saint Peter the Aposile 

William Thomas Walsh (1948) prob. 3.00 
Great biographer takes on first Pope. 

A Saint in the Slave Trade 

Arnold Lunn 2.50 
St. Peter Claver, S.A. missionary. 

Mystic in Motley 


Theodore Maynard 2.50 
Sainted jester, St. Philip Neri. 

The Sword of St. Michael 

Lilian Browne-Olf 3.00 


Pope St. Pius V, & his brilliant reign. 
Autobiography of St. Teresa of Avila 
3.75 
Classic spiritual confessions. 
Mother of Carmel 
E. Allison Peers 
Able brief life St. Teresa. 
St. Teresa of Jesus 
P. de Silverio, O.D.C. 
By Spanish editor of Teresa’s works. 
St. Teresa of Avila 
William Thomas Walsh 6.00 
Thorough, interesting characterization. 
Autobiography of St. Therese 
of Lisieux 


2.50 


2.75 


3.75 

Celebrated explanation ‘‘Little Way’’. 
Rose Unpetalled 
Blanche Morteveille 

Satisfactory narrative life. 

St. Thomas Aquinas 
Jacques Maritain 

Charming philosophical meditation. 
St. Thomas Aquinas 
Gerald Vann, O.P. 

Explains saint & his philosophy. 
The Man from Rocca Sicca 
Reginald M. Coffey, O.P. 

Vivid story of Thomas the man. 
St. Thomas More 
Daniel Sargent 

Unadorned biography. 


2.75 


2.50 


3.00 


3.00 
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PLANNING 
A PARISH LIBRARY? 





Then let us plan it with you—we 
know how. 


Call on us for free guidance. 
e 


THE THOMAS MORE 
BOOK SHOP 


The Pioneer Parish Library Planners. 


Chicago 6 
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Humanist as Hero 
Theodore Maynard 
Popular interpretation Thomas More, 
Apostle of Charity 
Theodore Maynard 3.00 
St. Vincent de Paul, hero of the poor. 


Group Biographies 


Anglo-Saxon Sainis & Scholars 


3.00 


Eleanor S. Duckett 5.00 
Thrilling researches Britain’s Age of 

Faith. 

Bedside Book of Saints 

Aloysius Roche, S.J. 1.75 
Whimsical essays on saintly ways. 

The Book of Saints 

Benedictines of St. Augustine’s 6.00 
4th ed., rev., extensive dictionary. 

Desert Fathers 

Helen Waddell 1.00 


Ancient hermits & anchorites; charming. 
Dictionary of the Saints 
ed. Donald Attwater 3.95 
13th Vol. Butler’s Lives of the Saints. 
The Face of the Saints 
Wilhelm Schamoni (tr. Fremantle) 
Cogent biog., authentic 
saints. 
The Family That Overtook Christ 
Father Raymond, 0.C.8.0. 
Bernard & other great Cistercians. 
Lives of the Saints 
Butler-Thurston-Attwater 


4.50 
likeness, 120 


2.75 


13 Vol., ea. 3.95 
Arr. by month, according to feast-days. 
Pageant of the Popes 
John Farrow 
Some saints & others ably limned. 
Pillars of the Church 
Theodore Maynard 
Lively sketches 11 saints & Patmore. 
Roman Martyrology 
tr. Raphael Collins 
Every saint commemorated at Mass. 
Saints for Sinners 
Alban Goodier, S.J. 
Sketches great converts & penitents. 
Sanctity in America 
Amleto Giovanni Cicognani 2.00 
Martyrs & missioners, mostly uncanonized. 
Secrets of the Saints 
Henri Gheon 3.00 
Cure of Ars, Don Bosco, Therese, Mar- 
garet Mary. 
Three Religious Rebels 


3.75 


3.00 


4.00 


1.50 


Father Raymond, 0.C.8.0. 2.75 
Cistercian founders—Alberic, Robert, 
Stephen. 


Wings of Eagles 
F. J. Corley, S.J. & R. J. Willmes, 8.J. 
Jesuit saints & beati. 2.50 
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ON READING 


By N. Elizabeth Monroe, Ph.D. 


Newman called it the ‘‘two-fold logos: the thought and the word’’. Dr. Mon- 
roe calls it a matter of ‘* bringing inner and outer form together’’. By whatever 
term, it is a crucial problem of contemporary criticism, and one of Dr. Monroe’s 
preoccupations. Read this commentary on current books—Dr, Monroe’s first 


since her recovery from a long illness. 


AMERICAN letters, except for a short time in the early years of the Repub- 
lic, have not had a consistent respect for style. Vitality, a talent for handling 
what is real and immediate, imagination, and to an extent, originality have in- 


formed our literature, but not a con- 
cern with finding the right word, with 
fitting detail into the whole design or 
structure, or with bringing inner and 
outer form together. These latter con- 
cerns take time, and Americans have 
little enough of this commodity, ex- 
cept where practical affairs are in- 
volved. 

Both the exclusive preoccupation 
with means and the neglect of them 
spring from a sense of inadequacy. If 
you do not know the tools or matter 
of your trade, but 
are ambitious, you 
invent them and 
thus invent a new 
art or at least a 
new dimension in 
art. Much of Hen- 
ry James’ meticu- 
lous art is meant to 
conceal the simple 
fact that he did not 
know manners, cus- 
toms, morality, or 
even people. On the other hand 
writers, who, through the deficiencies 
of their education, do not understand 
style, structure, or even grammar, 
often write from what they call the 
heart without benefit of these niceties. 
Both classes are usually hailed as 
original or sincere, when all they arc 
trying to do is to keep their game leg 
from showing. 


“Feeling Is All” 


While the reasons for this sense of 
inadequacy are many and complex, 
the most important cause is our im- 
patience with anything that takes 
time, be it dressmaking, plumbing, 
building, or writing. Not having the 
time or interest to learn a technique 
so that it is second nature, we miss 
the confidence that comes with the 
mastery of any technique. As a result 
our writers inherit little by way of 
standards, are often led into unprof- 
itable experiments and improviza- 
tions, and, in general, think tt is bet- 
ter to be spontaneous than correct. 











N. ELIZABETH 
Mownrog, Ph.D. 


Most European writers start with 
an advantage over us—they know by 
training and inheritance how to write 
and their experiments begin where 
many of ours leave off. Virginia 
Woolf is a good example. Her ex- 
periment with the novel was radical 
—she is often close to proclaiming 
that it doesn’t matter what a writer 
says or whether or not he says any- 
thing so long as he is vivid and intui- 
tive. Though she suffered as a novelist 
from her quixotie practice, she is still 
a great writer because she writes in 
a great tradition, because the voices 
of the, past still sound in her long 
cadences, and because her prose is 
sensitive enough to be put to almost 
any purpose one may think of. 


Value of Standards 


English writing still continues to 
show the value of inherited stand- 
ards, especially in scholarly work, 
where style, structure, and design are 
almost as important as a knowledge 
of the past. Two Quiet Lives by Lord 
David Cecil (Bobbs-Merrill, $3.00) 
places Dorothy Osborne, author of 
the famous Temple letters, and the 
poet Thomas Gray in their respective 
periods and points up what they had 
in common in spite of the century 
that separates them—both are sensi- 
tive, proud, fastidious, reserved, im- 
peceable in their taste, and prone to 
withdraw from life after feeling its 
brutality. 

Since form was of the essence in 
the 17th and 18th centuries, a writer 
unaware of its shaping influence 
might easily misinterpret both the 
age and the people living in it. Not 
so Lord Cecil—he sees these charac- 
ters in focus—their adherence to 
form is not a sign of intellectual 
death or a desire to cover up a lack 
of subject matter—it is an article of 
faith, a principle of life. With both 
subjects letter writing and conversa- 
tions are works of art. 
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Horace Walpole, the most fascinat. 
ing and enigmatic member of Gray’ 
cirele, kept to the surface of life, not 
beeause he was shallow, or afraid, o 
lacking in vitality, but deliberately, 
as part of his talent for living 
ing, in order to give it the polish it 
deserved. The deeper things of life 
were meant for another sphere and 
another method. Dorothy Osborne 
feeling the shifting sands around her. 
anchored her life in convention—she 
was not muting or denying her pas. 
sion for life—but separating it and 
thus giving it a chance of survival, 


Boswell’s Boswell 


The Hooded Hawk by D. B. Wynd- 
ham Lewis (Longmans Green, $4.00) 
is written with verve and brilliance: 
in it Boswell at last comes into his 
own. He is still assertive, unstable, 
deferential to the great, given to low 
amorous affairs, but the emphasis is 
set right—the old, accepted moralistic 
attitude is taken out, and in its stead 
is a charitable and intelligent meas 
uring stick. His repentance and de. 
sire to amend are. sincere, even 
though he continues to fall into un 
savoury affairs, and his deference for 
the great is informed with genuine 
admiration and loyalty. He emerges 
as a writer of parts. If Johnson was 
the best of all possible subjects for 
him, he was the best of all possible 
biographers for Johnson. 


Add to that the facet that even be 
tween the covers of a book, Boswell 
is a lively and vivacious companion 
—he loved dress, ceremonial, all 
forms of social life, travel, adventure, 
people—and you see why he deserved 
and gained a good biographer. A 
little gaiety ean dispel a lot of schol- 
arly nonsense and does in this book. 
In an excerpt from an essay Boswell 
acknowledges the fact that he drinks 
too much and adds, ‘‘If it were not 
for the restraints of reason and re 
ligion, I am afraid that I should be 
as constant a votary of Bacchus & 
any man,...’’ If there is self decep 
tion in this it must be seen as pari 
of the whole and must be viewed with 
the same charity we apply to other 
men. 

The novel has been one of the worst 
sinners against style—strong meal 
gets along without much seasoning— 
but even here English writers have 
less to forgive than AmericaDs 
Sheila Kaye-Smith has written 
novels. Her sense for structure has 
grown steadily, and even in the weak 
est of her stories there is the rich, 
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warm feeling of earth and of people 
whose roots go down deep. 

In her last novel, The Lardners 
and Laurelwoods (Harper, $3.00), 
she has tried an experiment with time 
that gets into the way of the narra- 
tive—she begins with the present, 
turns back to the childhood of the 
two families she is contrasting, goes 
back a little further, comes up to the 
present, and so on. But the people 
are real and engaging and one has a 
sense of ease in reading about them 
which comes from the writer’s com- 
petence in directing the story and 
from her knowledge of life. 


Plea for Universals 


The Malady of the Ideal, a reprint 
of an early eritical work of Van 
Wyck Brooks (U. Penn., $2.00), of- 
fers another reason for our neglect 
of good writing. He is saying in ef- 
fect, What chance has a writer in a 
world that has lost its faith in uni- 
versals? The question is well asked, 
but in making practical application 
of this problem of order in a world 
that is arbitrary or chaotic, he erects 
universals that are not true univer- 
sals, and so the essay comes to little, 
except for the beauty with which it 
is written. 

Shelley, a pure soul, fell into trag- 
edy through conflict with a wholly 
irrational social order; the poet must 
compress his vision into rhetoric, 
which is stupid and arbitrary; re- 
ligion, through which the mind. ap- 
prehends infinity, has failed because 
of partial explanations; the Catholic 
Church succeeds in expressing the 
imaginative mood; the Protestant 
Church tries to express the scientific 
mood but manages to do so only in 
part. His effort to understand the 
Chureh is sincere if somewhat stag- 
gering, but all he succeeds in doing 
has been done before: religion, how 
beautiful if only true! 

In the essay on Amiel he poses the 
true questions eriticism should ask: 
‘How far do they (books and men) 
enlarge our conception of human des- 
tiny ... ?’’ That is the question we 
should ask, and even though it is not 
answered, it points the way to the 
answer. ‘‘Why is it so immensely sat- 
isfactory that such men as Plato, or 
Dante, or Goethe have lived? Because 
in their complete self-realization they 
are, so to speak, an earnest of the 
human faculty.’’ It is because many 
modern books have ceased to interest 
themselves in human destiny that 
they have failed to be anything more 
than straws in the wind. 
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NEW FICTION 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 
Catholic Novel - 


The Heart of the Matter 


Graham Greene Viking, $3.00 


Reviewed by Rev. Nelson W. Lo- 
gal, victim of BOT’s space-short- 
age. 
The Heart of the Matter beats with 
the simple, relentless pulse of a Greek 
tragedy. The Chrisian sense of sin re- 
places the pagan role of Destiny. 
Henry Scobie’s disintegration is 
terrifying. At the story’s outset, I 
thought of Job; toward the end, of 
Judas. Scobie, entangled in the logic 
of action, ennervated by his tragic 
flaw—the sentiment of pity unenlight- 
ened by a valid human love, driven to 
a sacrilegious betrayal of his God, 
threshing about in confusion, and 
whipped into near-madness by his con- 
science, embraces suicide. That last 
magnificent ery, as he fought his way 
through the enveloping fogs of a sui- 
cidal death—‘‘ My God, I love you’’— 





English Prize-winner 


Innocents 

A. L. Barker Scribner, $2.50 

Reviewed by Mary Louise Hector. 
This collection of eight short stories 
is the first winner of the Somerset 
Maugham award; the prize will be 
‘‘given each year to a young British 
writer of a published literary work of 
outstanding quality.’’ 

The stories are outstanding at least 
in diction. Representative is the de- 
scription of a little girl looking into 
a duck-pond—‘‘ very stiffly, as though 
she were trying to read a letter over 
someone’s shoulder.”’ 

The rare concern for language can- 
not, however, conceal the counterfeit 
characterization. The majority of 
Miss Barker’s characters are children. 
Not only is their viewpoint morbidly 
imagined, but it is abandoned and re- 
assumed with a rapidity which sug- 
gests that the story-telling is shallow 
imaginative exercise. 

The single story with only adult 
characters, ‘‘Mr. Minnenick,’’ has an 
artistic integrity. Miss Barker could 
profitably study it. She might also 
consider the fine boundary beyond 
which even good writing is dull; and 
she should look into a grammar text 
for a note on the established uses of 
the comma. 


In The True Sense 


is one of the most sublime moments in 
fiction, 

If the significance of sin were not 
so widely sneered away, and if it were 
not dismissed as a trivial, isolated, 
non-infectious personal preference, 
there would be no need for so grim a 
study. I, for one, would have resented 
a novel that begins so beautifully and 
ends so painfully. But I believe that 
our world needs to drink the gall in 
Greene’s unflinching novel. 

Since this has been heralded as an- 
other controversial ‘‘Catholie novel”, 
I was on the alert for false notes. I 
found none that could not be resolved 
by the application of one or the other 
of four commonplace principles: 


1. Authentic fiction presents char- 
acters as they can be, not as they 
should be. 


2. Men, entangled in the pressures of 
living, do not always see truly. An 
author, faithful to character, has 
the duty to present the disturbed 
perspective of his characters. 

3. The Catholic Church, inearnational 
in essence, is a human-divine soci- 
ety. Christ lives in the human and 
social realities which form His Mys- 
tical Body. 


4. In the moral universe of the Catho- 
lie Church, there is a distinction be- 
tween the internal and external 
form of conscience and law. 


Only a Catholic could have written 
The Heart of the Matter; so it is a 
‘*Catholie novel’? in the only real 
sense of the term. The reviewer who 
must dismiss it without discussing 
more of its merits is a sad reviewer. It 
is keen, observant, and true. It is a 
delight to the lover of great writing. 
But, above all—tt is a responsibility 
to anyone who dares to read it. 





News from Blackfriars . . . three 
companions to George Kaftal’s St. 
Dominic in Early Tuscan Art: on St. 
Thomas Aquinas, St. Peter Martyr, 
and St. Catherine of Siena... a life 
of Albert the Great, by Sister M. AIl- 
bert, O.P.... of Vincent Ferrer, the 
vagabond friar, by S.M.C., author of 
Brother Petroc’s Return & The Flight 
and the Song ... of St. Thomas Aqui- 
nas, by Angelus Waltz, O.P.... 
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Pierre Among the Philistines 


The Wandering Osprey 
Dorothy Mackinder Bruce, $2.50 


Reviewed by Marion Kerwick. 
This is a smoothly written novel about 
some French people who are not too 
bestial and not too divine for fiction’s 
purposes. ‘Told with swiftness of pace 
—an effect gained chiefly through al- 
most uninterrupted and skillful dia- 
logue—the story concerns the char- 
acters of Pierre, Justine, and Jus- 
tine’s mother, Madame Pastoral, as 
they interact to their own natures and 
the force of circumstance in the town 
of Belle la Prix. 

Pierre, a Razor’s Edge kind of hero 
who is seeking first the Kingdom of 
God both as a writer and a lay re- 
former, is rightly challenged but 
mainly undiverted by the worldlings’ 
usual desirabilities of sense gratifica- 
tion, wealth, and position. Like the 
Maugham character, Pierre is subtly 
pursued by his still married sister-in- 
law, as well as by the almost corrupt- 
ly flirtatious Rose-Marie. Later his 
gifts and charm are apparent to a 
hinted-at pervert with whom he lives 
in a long-term effort to save his soul. 
All of Pierre’s soul-saving efforts are 
followed by the misunderstanding and 
scorn of the socialites among whom he 
moves. 

Although Pierre and Justine love 
each other, Madame Pastoral bases her 
refusal of their marriage plans on his 
failure to make money, his unpros- 
perous appearance, and his reputed 
emotional instability. When Justine 
threatens disobedience, the mother 
suffers a paralytic stroke and is 
forced to bed for the rest of her life. 
The ‘‘gray wandering osprey Sor- 
row’’ (the dedication line from Yeats) 
thus settles heavily upon the hearts of 
the foreed-apart lovers. Justine half 
bitterly concentrates on the needs and 
whims of her sick mother. Pierre goes 
to Paris where through five painful 
years he writes his novel. 


Insight Falters 


At the end of this period, the 
story (for all but the sentimentally 
gluttonous reader) deteriorates. 
Pierre becomes the darling of Paris, 
wealthy and famous over his novel. 
The mother dies. And through such a 
series of improbable coincidences the 
lovers come together again, this time 
forever. 

The author’s insight has faltered 
here. Her interpretation of God’s 


generosity—that ‘‘all these things 
shall be added unto you”—seems over- 
literal and materialistic. For the de- 
privations of martyrdom she lavishly 
substitutes fulfillments unlikely to 
chasten further the two souls. The 
shower of rewards comes too soon, 
fictionally contriving to cheat Heav- 
en. Only the Beatifie Vision is with- 
held. 

In due fairness to the author’s im- 
plied hierarchy of values, her lovers 
are given the grace not to demand 
fame, riches, and union as ends in 
themselves, but merely to accept them 
as accessory blessings. Yet, the appli- 
eation of they-lived-happily-ever-aft- 
erward formula is a spiritually arid, 
disappointingly static way to close a 
book with the potentialities of The 
Wandering Osprey. 


ob 


Boot-Leggers and 
Book-Buyers 


Bootleggers of liquor are generally 
considered to be undesirable citizens, 
yet many of those who patronized the 
bootlegger during prohibition days 
boasted of their cleverness in know- 
ing where to buy. 

Many such people failed to consider 
that their patronage put into the 
hands of a law-breaking element 
money that was used for bribery and 
further corruption of morals. 

The present book-selling situation is 
not dissimilar. Distributors of sala- 
cious and degrading books and maga- 
zines are fattening on the patronage 
of buyers who thoughtlessly contri- 
bute their bit to these militant sources 
of evil. 

The fact that one buys only inno- 
cent books from such sources is not a 
sufficient excuse. 

Each and every purchase, of what- 
ever nature, helps to strengthen the 
distributors whose conscience permits 
them to exploit whatever brings a fin- 
ancial profit. The more business they 
receive, the greater their power be- 
comes. 

Institutional buyers, in particular, 
should scrutinize their sources of sup- 
ply most carefully. 
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Vice in the Metropolis 


The Locusts Have No King 
Dawn Powell Seribner, $3.6y 


Reviewed by James P. Derum, 
New York advertising expert 
familiar with the setting of this 
novel, 


When this reviewer was a cub re- 
porter, my paper went all-out in an 
editorial anti-vice crusade: Obieect, 
circulation. Our highly colored and 
highly exaggerated reports of night- 
life wickedness in the metropolis were 
read, with avid conviction by some in- 
nocents in the eity—but mostly by 
those in the surrounding towns and 
countrysides who thus were able to 
treat themselves at the then price of 
two cents a paper to mental ventur- 
ings in metropolitan vice. Somehow, 
Dawn Powell’s latest novel—as well 
as dozens of novels which have ap- 
peared of late years with about the 
same locale and characters—recall my 
youthful experience in horrifie word- 
picturing of vice for the purpose of 
inereased circulation. 

The locusts in The Locusts Have No 
King follow the usual patterns of the 
tired and tiresome characters who 
elutter up such novels written by 
writers about writers. Her New York 
is peopled largely by publishers, 
dramatists, public relations men, ar- 
tists, actresses, advertising men, sleek 
business women and would-be glamour 
girls. Nearly all enjoy fat imcomes, 
drink hard liquor enormously, devote 
unlimited hours to nightly reveling. 
All are uprooted, without honor, and 
with the usual simian sex morality. 

Miss Powell jabs at all of these with 
a blunt and rather heavy satirical pen 
as she moves her dreary and superfi- 
cially sketched characters about the 
inevitable central triangle. The odd 
man in this triangle is quite odd, in 
deed. A recluse, a serious writer 0D 
past cultures, he (a) falls in love with 
a beautiful lady dramatist; (b) be 
comes infatuated with a preposter- 
ously moronic little tramp; (c) sue 
cessfully edits a comic strip paper 
called ‘‘Haw’’; (d) finally returns t0 
the lady dramatist after her hopelessly 
invalid husband had suddenly re 
covered sufficient physical ability t0 
make a get-away to the West so that 
said lady dramatist could divorce him. 

When one writes a novel about 
types—as does Miss Powell in The Lo- 
custs Have No King—one must avoid 
the danger of their turning out stereo 
types. Miss Powell has not avoided 
that danger. 
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Study of Mixed Marriage 
In Mature Fiction 


Lace Curtain 
Ellin Berlin 
Reviewed by Marie Faust. 






DD, $3.00 






In Mrs. Berlin’s second novel of con- 
temporary American life, she has 
taken fashionable Long Island and 
Fifth Avenue at the Park for the set- 
ting. 

The story is about the Irish- 
Catholic Reardons, Xave and Mary 
and their delightful family, wealthy 
Americans agreeably established in a 
fine old country house where they 
lead the civilized life of gentlefolk, 
their culture rooted in a Christian 
heritage (though their religion, na- 
tionality, and money are alike offen- 
sive to their Anglo-Saxon neighbors). 

The Reardon saga unfolds before 
the eyes of Veronica, the youngest 
daughter, who looks back upon a lost 
loveliness, for the world she saw from 
the shelter of childhood was one that 
had the quality of springtime, its 
serenity undisturbed. 

But growing up was another mat- 
ter. The unhappy compromise that 
follows the integration of Catholics in 
a@ pagan society had its inevitable 
consequence. We see it in thwarted 
Eugene, who finds no place for him- 
self in an unstable world; in Berna- 
dine who does not get pottage in re- 
turn for her woeful defection ; and in 
Veronica and her struggle to save her 
marriage and her happiness. with it, 
for every shade and nuance of the 
erring problem is focused 
ere, 

The externals of the Faith are ever 
present throughout the book, but they 
remain externals instead of being a 
Faith whose motivating force rules 
conduct. 

The author has the gift of fine per- 
ception. In this story, which spans 
two world wars, she is aware of the 
tensions in America today, of deep- 
seated prejudices, of social distince- 
tions in our fluid society—a society 
Where wealth unaccompanied by 
prestige puts one automatically on its 
gilded fringe. A well-written chroni- 
cle that reveals the author as an ac- 


curate observer of the American 
scene, 
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_ Patrick Purcell is ‘‘ putting the fin- 
ishing touches on a new novel of life 
in his own Suirside country’’, reports 


the Longford (Eire) Leader . . . 
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Romance in Modern Ireland 


Damsel Debonaire 
Maurice Walsh Lipp, $2.75 
Reviewed by Rev. Dr. A. N. 
Fuerst, who seems to have a few, 
Gaelic reflexes himself. 


This is a story of modern Ireland. The 
plot is simple: a sister struggles to 
keep a heavily mortgaged family 
estate which a hard-drinking father 
has bartered away for a bottle of for- 





LITERARY GUILD 


Love In The Laboratory 


Shannon's Way 

A. J. Cronin LB, $3.00 

Reviewed by Rev. Leo A. Purs- 

ley. 

This is a story of love-in the labora- 
tory, of trials among the test tubes, 
of the problem of mixed marriage all 
mixed up with microscopes. Young 
Dr. Robert Shannon, impoverished, 
brilliant, ambitious, passionately de- 
voted to pure science, struggles and 
suffers his way through heart-break- 
ing reverses, professional and per- 
sonal, to the expected happy ending. 

So much for Dr. Shannon, the 
hero. Now for Dr. Cronin, the author. 
As his many readers know, he tells a 
story exceedingly well. This one is, I 
think, up to the standard of past per- 
formance and strongly reminiscent of 
earlier novels. Atmosphere, character 
projection, suspense, are all managed 
with a high degree of skill. He can 
induce in the reader the tension of 
an emergency tracheotomy or the 
glow of a tender love scene with 
equal grace and ease. But he seems 
to have a persistent weakness for 
weak Catholics. He might ocecasional- 
ly, just for a change, give us a char- 
acter who is both interesting and 
orthodox. 

Shannon’s faith is a kind of in- 
stinetive survival of childhood ex- 
perience. It touches his life so lightly 
as to have no practical influence upon 
it. There are such Catholics, of course, 
and Dr. Cronin may choose to write 
about them. But the reader’s reaction 
cannot be ignored. He should be 
warned, in this instance, against the 
impression that religious belief is a 
matter of family inheritance rather 
than of personal conviction; that 
sympathy with human frailty re- 
quires compromise with truth; that 
the romantic resolution of spiritual 
conflicts is valid and acceptable. 


getfulness, and a soldier brother of 
WorldWar II would jettison for an 
inward peace which the mental sears 
of the War have obliterated. The vil- 
lain of the piece proposes a financial 
rescue for the estate and a marital 
refuge for the hardworking sister. 

But there is more romance than 
that which the villain would foster. 
The seemingly indolent brother plays 
prodigally with the affections of a girl 
who is as modern as the most recent 
song and as lovable as Mother Ma- 
ehree. Pride and poverty stand in the 
way of his profession of love. And the 
sister, bewitched at first by helpful- 
ness, later succumbs to the mute pro- 
posals of love which are made by an- 
other war veteran who to forget the 
War and to gather color for prose 
adopts the life of a roving tinker 
family. A fight between the brother 
and the rich dissolute villain precipi- 
tates the elements of love; and the 
deus ex machina intervention of the 
tinker holds in fee simple the estate 
for the right people. 


Familiar Elements 


The plot is new, but its elements 
are not—at least not for Maurice 
Walsh. The idyllic tinkers are pat- 
terned after the famous clan depicted 
so wonderfully in his The Road to 
Nowhere, and certain incidents have 
their counterpart in his never-to-be- 
forgotten Thomasheen James. But the 
lyrical quality of his prose and the 
knowledge of Irish life, be it from 
the low estate of the tinker or the 
high point of vantage of the landed 
gentry, make this simple story well 
worth reading. 

From the fishing of his previous 
tales he turns to horseflesh and the 
race courses. But as with fish so with 
jumpers, the author can still tie the 
best fly and still trace a trainer’s 
hand on equine anatomy. Of others 
we might blush when we write it, but 
when we describe Maurice Walsh, it 
fits only too well: his pen smiles as 
it traces out the intricacies of the plot, 
and perhaps the pusher has a long 
tongue in his cheek. In his own words, 
he is stb. 


I’m convinced that your maga- 
zine should be required reading in 
every Catholic school and library. 

—NMrs. Paul Jaroscak 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
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Crusade for Equality 


Imperial Mission 

Reinhold Schneider 

(tr. Walter Oden) 

Reviewed by Rev. Reginald M. 

Coffey, O.P., author, ‘The Man 

from Rocca Sicca”. 

The heroic and controversial figure of 
the Dominican Fray Bartolome de 
Las Casas is the subject of this his- 
torical novel, and like other novels 
on the same subject of recent years 
it is exceptionally good history. 

Mr. Schneider indulges even less 
than most other authors in imagina- 
tive writing. He invents no dashing 
juvenile lead to carry the burden of 
the love interest, for there is no love 
interest in this novel: the story con- 
cerns Las Casas and Las Casas alone. 
There is in the book only one non- 
historical character, Bernardino de 
Lares, an old caballero whom Las 


Gresham, $3.00 





Symptomatic 
Jibby the Cat 

Feliz Salten Messner, $2.50 

Reviewed by Sister Madeleine 

Sophie, S.S.N.D., Messmer High 

School, Milwaukee. 

To at least one reader, Jibby the Cat 
seems symptomatic of our times. In 
a world that so readily equates man 
with animals, it is no wonder that a 
writer is tempted to spout over 170 
pages of sentimental animal history. 
Says Marcia Winn, in a solemn re- 
view: ‘‘It (Jibby the Cat) has deep 
meaning and substance for every age 
from 10 to. 80. Anyone who has ever 
drowned a kitten should read it. Any- 
one who has ever maliciously or 
thoughtlessly harmed an _ animal 
would profit from its pages.’’ This 
reviewer fails utterly to discern the 
‘‘deep meaning and substance’’—and 
she definitely falls within the age 
group specified. 

It is a genuine pity that so engag- 
ing a couple as Victor the village 
schoolmaster, and Pauline his wife, 
did not channel their tenderness and 
eare toward children of their own in- 
stead of squandering them dispropor- 
tionately upon stray dogs, cats, and 
birds. What a different, because to- 
tally Christian, viewpoint of the ani- 
mal kingdom does Father Vann offer 
the reader in his The Heart of Man. 

Jibby the Cat is not only sentimen- 
tal but altogether barren of the 
Christian concept of what man and 
animal are and their place in God’s 
world. 


Casas meets aboard ship upon his re- 
turn from the Indies to Spain. At 
least this reviewer never came across 
a Bernardino de Lares although he 
has met his counterpart many times, 
for the de Lares of the story is a 
typical conquistador. 

The story opens in the year 1538 
when Las Casas boards ship to re- 
turn to Spain for the umpteenth time 
to argue the cause of the Indians be- 
fore the authorities at home. It ends 
in 1544 with Las Casas once more 


_ aboard ship, returning to the Indies 


as the first bishop of Chiapas. These 
six years (although the lack of action 
in the story makes them seem like six 
weeks) ,are all that concerns the au- 
thor of his hero’s long missionary life 
of 70 years. Of the rest of his life 
only a thumb-nail sketch is given 
when Sepulveda reviews the career 
of his antagonist at the junta in 
Valladolid. 

The only liberty Mr. Schneider 
takes with history is in the telescop- 
ing of time. Otherwise his story is a 
faithful historical account based en- 
tirely upon Chapter I, Book XVIII, 
and Chapter I, Book XX, of The 
Spanish Conquest in America by Sir 
Arthur Helps and Las Casas’ own 
Memorial, 


This book will not interest the 
ordinary reader. Its slow motion and 
wordy details tend to the soporific. If 
the reader is looking for the history 
of Las Casas that has been done bet- 
ter by Sir Arthur Helps, MeNutt and 
others; if he is looking for a good 
novel he will probably be disap- 
pointed. The book, however, does con- 
tain some fine passages. The speech 
of Las Casas before the junta (based 
on the Memorial) is an eloquent bit 
of writing, rising at times in beauty 
and majesty to sheer poetry. Jt 1s 
one of the finest pieces of writing this 
reviewer has read in many months. 

The picture of Las Casas presented 
is not that of a monomaniac and fa- 
natic (an error made by many writ- 
ers): rather, the great friar is shown 
as a man of balanced character, a 
consecrated crusader with all the zeal 
and fire of an apostle, but a solid, 
sound man beneath it all. 

A common error made by either 
writer or translator is that of calling 
the friar Las Casas a monk. He is al- 
ways referred to in the book as the 
monk, a mistake a Spaniard of the 
16th century would never have made. 
Also, on page 171 the writer refers 
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to Las Casas’ ordination as bishop 
when the word that should be used 
is consecration. 


About the Author 


According to the bulletin of the 
Gallery of Living Catholic Authors, 
Reinhold Schneider was recentiy 
named ‘‘renowned doctor’’ by the 
University of Freiburg, and was 
cited as ‘‘the most important, best 
informed and _ influential Catholic 
poet and writer in Germany today.” 

Author of more than 100 bio- 
graphical, historical and __ poetical 
works, Dr. Schneider was born in 
1903 and has degrees from Freiburg 
and Munster. In accepting his docto- 
rate, Dr. Schneider wrote, ‘‘The 
thought that prayer ought to be said 
for intellectual people is one of the 
most important ideas. . . Especially 
the intellectuals need the protecting 
power of prayer, for they are exposed 
to great attacks and are often even 
deserted, as they live in the presenti- 
ment of the events which other peo- 
ple do not yet pereeive or which they 
do not want to acknowledge; they 
need continual prayers that grace 
may be accorded them. . .’’ 

Says Addison Burbank: ‘‘The chief 
point of interest about Imperial Mis- 
sion is that it was first published in 
Germany as a_ veiled attack on 
Nazism, and that the author, a Ger. 
man eonvert from Protestantism, es 
eaped persecution for his daring.’’— 
Editor, 





HOW WE HAPPENED 


The First Frontier 

R. V. Coleman . Seribner, $3.75 

Reviewed by Rev. J. Ryan Beiser, 

Ph.D., professor of religion, Iowa 

State University, Iowa City. 
This colonial history of the United 
States, which carries the reader from 
the settlement through the reign of 
Charles II, is a luxurious piece of 
publishing with its slick paper, large 
print, many illustrations and maps. 
The style is rather vivid and the at 
thor has gathered much interesting 
material ordinarily omitted in such 4 
single-volume work. The First Frow 
tier is not a waste of the reader’ 
time. 

It is, however, of uneven value. The 
obvious bias against the Spaniards 8 
unfortunate. The few inaccuracies att 
not of great importance, but the lac 
of a definite theme leaves one be 
wildered at times. 
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Disputes with 
Dust Jacket 


Merchant of Valor 
Clarence Budington Kelland Harper, $2.75 
Reviewed by Julius Frasch Har- 
mon. 


Of almost any book something good 
may be said. Of this it may safely be 
affirmed that its perusual is not a sin 
against the Sixth Commandment and 
that its possession is unlikely to be 
an oceasion of another’s offense 
against the Tenth. 

Its implausibility of plot is a less 
glaring fault than it would be if its 
characters were less ineredible. A 
brave, simple Nordie plays the role 
of Hero and tells the story in a pseu- 
do-archaic English. A brazen and un- 
scrupulous, but virginal, adventuress 
in search of revenge and lost treasure 
is the heroine. A pure child of nature, 
a wicked Cardinal, a lecherous and 
intriguing monk, a good Cardinal, a 
saintly hermit, a wicked soldier, a 
brave general, Henry VIII, mounte- 
banks, the Republic of Venice, out- 
law bands, necromaney, and hand-to- 
hand fights also play a part in weary- 
ing the attention of the reader for 243 
pages, of which some are dull and the 
remainder tedious. 

Mr. Kelland puts into the mouths of 
his characters many comments on re- 
ligious, social, moral, political anc 
economic subjects. Of course some are 
true, others are false, but not one of 
them is beyond the comprehension of 
the shallowest-minded reader. The 
only mental strain, unless one so class- 
ify an effort to keep awake, which 
this book affords, is provided, not by 
the author, but by the publishers. 

On a fly-leaf they list, but do not 
tnumerate, Mr. Kelland’s previous 
works, and so one must count in order 
. discover that in number these are 


All are protected by the Bill of 
Rights, but the same cannot be said 
of the dust jacket of the 33rd. Such 
phrases as ‘‘thrilling story’’, ‘‘super- 
secret service’’, ‘‘the fabulous Gio- 
vanni dei Medici”, ‘‘exciting pace’’, 
“extraordinary novel’’, if permitted 
advertising such wares of the novel- 
manufacturing industry as this, would 
seem to be evidences, not of constitu- 
tional scruples, but of downright re- 
misshess on the part of our legislators. 
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There is nothing the matter with 
marriage itself. Something is, however, 
very much the matter with the mental 
state of a high proportion of the peo- 
ple who enter into marriage. Too 
many of them are neurotic; and neu- 
roties are not good material for mar- 
riage. Very conveniently, however, 
their underlying neuroticism is ig- 
nored and the institution of marriage 
itself is indicted... . 

There is neither glamour nor free- 
dom of will in divorce; no more, at 
any rate, than in a severe case of ty- 
phoid fever. 

—from Foreword to ‘‘ Divorce 
Won’t Help’’ by Edmund 
Bergler (Harper, $3). 


Pa 


Fourth Commandment 
The Inward Voyage 

Peter Packer Whit,$3.00 

Reviewed by Mary L. Dunn. 
When Sam Lueas returned home from 
the war he was profoundly shocked 
to find his father a victim of Parkin- 
son’s disease, a pitiable wreck of a 
once brilliant and rugged man. His 
parents’ consequent dependence on 
Sam for financial help made marriage 
with Carol impossible, and threw Sam 
into a welter of doubts and frustra- 
tions; he found himself drifting aim- 
lessly from one wild dream of sue- 
cess to another, from one abyss of des- 
pair to another, and he reached the 
depth of misery when he realised he 
wanted his father to die during an 
operation on the brain. Sam finally 
saw himself as he really was when the 
surgeon indirectly pointed out to him 
the fallacies in his thinking. 

There is much fine writing in this 
novel: the descriptions of Sam’s men- 
tal agony, the characterizations of 
Sam’s father and mother, the almost 
fanatical feeling of responsibility to 
Sam’s parents, the devastating des- 
eription of Carol’s selfish, evil 
mother. 

Unfortunately, the novel cannot be 
recommended because of casual ac- 
ceptance of contraception and sexual 
intimacy before marriage; Sam does 
marry Carol when she becomes preg- 
nant, after she rejects a faint sug- 
gestion of abortion, and there is not 
any suggestion of promiscuous inti- 
macies. On the other hand, there is no 
feeling of guilt or sense of moral 
wrong in the relations between Sam 
and Carol. It is a pity that Mr. 
Packer mars his work by such a 
moral blind spot, and by occasional 
blasphemy. 
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TechniqueWithout Faith 


The World Is Not Enough 
Zoe Oldenbourg Pantheon, $3.75 


Reviewed by Laverne Gay, uu- 

thor of one distinguished histort- 

cal novel, ‘‘The Unspeakables,’’ 

and another just accepted by her 

publisher. 
Here is a brilliant, a genuine young 
talent, lavishly and _ impressively 
poured out. But it must be said of 
this present work that indiscrimina- 
tion, both structural and ethic, most 
seriously mars it. Sub-plots, geneolo- 
gies, detailed tracings of lives of 
minor characters compel the reader to 
undue labor, and overloading of 
background and detail rob the novel 
of foree. 

The story is the long, wedded life 
of Lady Alis and Baron Ansiau, 
lustily and turbulently lived ont in 
12th century Franee, a life filled with 
children, tourneys, manorial mort- 
gages and two crusades. 

In detail and feeling the book is 
indeed a medieval tapestry—natural- 
istic, colorful, rich and full of life. 
The castle and existence within it is 
real. The great forest beside it is al- 
most personified, the hunting-death 
of aging Herbert the Red, lone, - 
wounded, calling all night his rouser 
ho-ho-ho-hoi, with his eharger stand- 
ing by and the forest changing in 
leaf, sound and sky above it, is un- 
forgettable. 

Individual scenes, separate touches 
in this book are top-flight narrative 
art. Ethie values appear, too—family 
solidarity, the tumbling vigor of hu- 
manity, the essence of life itself. But 
always the story surges off to dis- 
tracting tangents, to life-histories, to 
turgid, often tedious accounts of 
baronial license, and the canvas blurs. 
The descent of both man and wife 
after many children, shared love, and 
vigorous family life, into numb- 
souled constant lechery with castle 
underlings, is unbelievable. 

Selective plotting would have great- 
ly improved this book. A feeling for 
the dignity of man, so intrinsic in the 
thought of the Middle Ages, would 





have brought it sincerity and 
strength. 
Ferdinand A. Hermens, faithful 


BOT writer, political scientist at 
Notre Dame, is guest professor this 
summer at the universities of Bonn 
and Munster under a Rockefeller 
grant. . 
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Solid Pioneer Material 


Days of Promise 
Louis Stevens P-H, $3.50 


Reviewed by Helen Detzel, fea- 
ture writer, ‘‘Cincinnati Times- 
Star’’. 


There is a broad sweep to Days of 
Promise, a historical novel that ranges 
from the Civil War to the New Deal, 
and follows the fortunes of the Mac- 
Allister family through four genera- 
tions. 

Author has projected his book in a 
swift, crackling prose, which insures 
more coherence than it ordinarily 
would possess, whatwith the variety 
of characters and episodes that must 
be woven into the story. 

The first half of the novel is parti- 
cularly good, when it centers around 
Kate and David MacAllister, South- 
ern sympathizers, who are obliged to 
leave their home and seek their for- 
tunes in Kansas. Here they are met 
by further trials—illness befalls their 
children, plagues destroy their wheat, 
and gangsters fight David’s newspa- 
per—but their inspiring perseverance 
sees them through. In these chapters, 
the author, a naturalized American, 
also makes an effective plea for ra- 
cial tolerance. 

The story becomes more complex 
when it follows the adventures, good 
and bad, of their children, grandchil- 
dren and great-grandchildren. The 
author, it seemed to this reviewer, 
dwells with particular zeal upon some 
of their more questionable pursuits, 
pandering perhaps to the ‘‘best-sel- 
ler’’ trade. 

The widowed Kate, who follows the 
adventures of her descendants with 
forbearance and dogged confidence, is 
the character around whom the story 
revolves, She is typical pioneer ma- 
terial, and the author has done well 
by her. 





Bringing Up Mother 


Roundelay 

Edwa Moser DS &P, $2.75 

Reviewed by Marie Butler Coffey. 
A refreshing story about a widow 
who watches her three children grow 
into manhood and womanhood with 
the qualms that face all parents to- 
day. Dana seldom scolds or commands. 
She has respect for and trust in her 
children, as people, and in turn they 
respect and trust her. It is brought 
out forcefully in this story that the 
younger generation can _ influence 
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their elders as much as parents influ- 
enee their children. 

The teen-agers are especially well 
portrayed—not overdrawn, but real 
and amusing. The episode in which 
Geoff, with only a few dollars for 
cokes and sandwiches for the crowd, 
becomes acquainted with a _ night 
elub’s ‘‘minimum’’ is delightful. 

Dana’s problem of preparing her 
children for life in a world ‘‘where 
man has split an atom’’ is universal. 
Her concern lives with her day and 
night. But she went to her church 
just onee, and then out of curiosity. 
It occurs to the thoughtful reader 
that if Dana had sought Divine guid- 
ance more frequently, her heart 
might have been more serene and her 
outlook more hopeful. 





St. Benedict’s Return 


Eight for Eternity 
Cecil Roberts DD, $3.00 


Reviewed by Rev. Jordan Au- 

mann, O.P. 

Eight for Eternity is not likely to 
make any lasting impression on the 
field of the American novel. Some of 
the characters, it is true, are finely 
drawn and reveal the keen insight of 
Cecil Roberts into the workings of 
the human mind and heart. Yet, with 
so many distinct narrations of the 
lives of the various characters by 
means of a flash-back technique, the 
story is frequently confusing and 
difficult to follow. 

The central point is the famous 
Benedictine abbey at Monte Cassino, 
and the lives of the several characters 
converge at this point. One by one, 
each of the characters meets his great 
adventure at the historic abbey. The 
fury of war is let loose upon that 
Benedictine oasis, but the abbey, gut- 
ted by the frequent bombings, stub- 
bornly defies the destructive power 
of war and in the very moment of ap- 
parent dissolution gives promise of a 
resurrection. 

Catholic readers will smile know- 
ingly when they read: ‘‘The com- 
promise with the Church was unusual. 
The boys were to be raised in the 
Catholic faith, the girls as Presby- 
terians.’’ They will laugh out loud 
when they recognize the familiar ex- 
planation (non-Catholic version) for 
a young man’s entering a monastery : 
‘‘Tt seems to me as if you have run 
away from life for some reason.’’ 

The ending of the story is fantastic, 
and St. Benedict is made to make 
some statements that poorly fit a 
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Parisian Penitente 


Mademoiselle Lavalliere 
Edward F. Murphy, S.8.J. DD, $3.00 


Reviewed by Demetrius Manousos, 
O.F.M.Cap. 


There will be a lot of deserved en. 
thusiasm over Mademoiselle Laval. 
liére. Father Murphy has undisputed 
ability in selecting subjects who ar 
‘‘naturals’’ for interest and inspira. 
tion—Mary Magdalene, Pere Antoine, 
and now Eve Lavalliére, who deserted 
the Parisian footlights to act on God’ 
great stage where only saints play the 
chief roles. 

Eve was born amid poverty and 
moral disintegration. She saw he 
father kill her mother and _ himself, 
She became a kept-woman to get of 
the streets and away from destitution 
She fought her way from a cabaret in 
Montmartre to the summit of the 
Parisian stage. She had a child, but 
never married. She found wealth, 
fame, and pleasure — but no happi 
ness. Then Eve turned to God ani 
left everything, becoming France’ 
most talked-about penitent. 

Father Murphy has come a lom 
way since he wrote The Scarlet Ii 
He has managed to shake off his luv 
language and sentimental romant 
eism, while retaining his creativ 
imagination and supernatural stant: 
ards of value. But he has not yet fully 
integrated his preachments (and qu 
tations from religious works) into hi 
work, and they frequently mar tl 
ilusion in a scene otherwise excellently 
recreated. 

If this reviewer must put his finge 
on the one defect that most prevent 
Mademoiselle Lavalliére from compa 
ing with literature of the caliber 0 
The Song of Bernadette, he will si 
that Father Murphy’s work lad 
dramatie impact both in its variow 
episodes and in the story as a whol 
This defect is reducible to a lack 
climax, and involves a_ techniqi' 
difficult to describe, more  dift 
eult to achieve — the technique s 
ting the true biographical novel # 
a class apart from her aestheticall 
anaemie sister, the imaginative bid 
raphy. 
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founder of a religious order and 
canonized saint, at that. Perhaps U 
cil Roberts would have done better! 
keep the setting of his story in Ba 
land. 
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CATHOLIC LITERARY FOUNDATION 


Propaganda Novel 


With Crooked Lines 
J. M. Hartley Bruce, $3.00 


Reviewed by Rev. J. C. Lehane, 
C.M., DePaul Unversity. 


The author of this book seems more 
concerned with presenting the Catho- 
lie point of view than with telling a 
story. The result is that Catholic 
apologetics intrude too often to inter- 
fere with the progress of an otherwise 
interesting plot. It takes courage to 
get through those first thirty pages. 

The actual narrative part of the 
novel deals with the experience of Dr. 
Stanley Updike, Harvard graduate, 
brain surgeon and psychiatrist, who 
goes from Boston to Corpus Christi, 
Texas, during the recent war to give 
mental tests at the naval training 
base. While there he gets to know 
Father Peter Shannon, learned Jesuit, 
who has spent many years in China. 
Not only that but Updike, confirmed 
bachelor and New England Puritan, 
falls in love with the very charming 
and very Catholic Paula, Father 
Shannon’s niece. The next step is for 
Dr. Updike to become a Catholic. 


But the conversations and discus- 
sions between priest and doctor con- 
sist of gobs of technical jargon that 
might have been lifted from some 
textbook of psychology. Here’s a 
sample : 


‘*And these, I suppose, like all 
matter, consist ultimately of elec- 
trons, protons, neutrons, and 
whatnot, all in a rapid state of 
motion, the components of each 
atom being like a complex plane- 
tary system, every electron hav- 
ing its orbit.”’ 

There’s a great deal more like that, 
and moreover much of the conversa- 
tion violates one of the fundamental 
rules of artistic dialogue because the 
characters often make long speeches 
at one another without interruption. 


The characters themselves are types 
rather than individuals and not at all 
complex. There is the good priest and 
the tricky business man and the beau- 
tiful girl and the belligerent, militant 
Irish Catholic naval officer. Perhaps 
Updike himself is the best of them 
and his attempts to be gallant with 
the ladies is amusing. 


Title is from an old proverb: God 
Writes straight with crooked lines. 
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THINGS THEOLOGICAL 
With the Spirit & the Understanding 


Prayer 

Alexis Carrel M-G, $1.25 
Lord, Teach Us to Pray 

Paul Claudel LG, $2.00 


Reviewed by Rev. Conell Dowd, 

OP... 8.T-D. 

These two small books, written by 
prominent laymen, treat of a topie 
that we do not ordinarily associate 
with their names or their professions 
and yet it is one that, as we can see 
from their writings, has the most 
prominent place in their interests. 
They speak to us of prayer, of its 
nature and its natural place in our 
lives and in particular of our utter 
need of daily prayer. 

Why should they settle upon prayer 
as the necessary means for this full 
development of personality? They are 
in touch with the facts of life, thet 
God made us for Himself and en- 
dowed us with high powers that we 
might know and love Him. Prayer 
is the use of these powers and is pro- 
ductive of that conscious union of man 
with God that constitutes the true life 
of our soul. Turn the mind from God 
and stifle the affections of the will for 
God and you do violence to human 
nature and degrade that nature and 
make the life of a man an unnatural 
thing. Such is their argumentation. 

These two works, so similar in 
thought-content, differ greatly in the 
style of writing. Dr. Carrel has given 
us a concise essay; Mr. Claudel treats 
us to an analysis of the soul in a 
series of portrait studies. Both au- 
thors, however, tell us that prayer is 
required of us by our very nature as 
made by God. 

Dr. Carrel’s work is very instruc- 
tive. He considers the nature of pray- 
er, the technique, the time for, the 
place for, and the effects that follow 
from prayer properly made. The 
third appendix of Paul Claudel’s book 


is an essay by Dr. Carrel and is a 
summary of the common content of 
both these books. 

There are two points that need to 
be commented upon. The first is Car- 
rel’s use of the word ‘‘feeling’’. This 
term, as it is here used, is synonymous 
with volitional and has reference to 
the affective acts of the will. The sec- 
ond point to be noted is his statement 
that the highest form of prayer, con- 
templation, is divorced from petition. 
This is a disputed question but it is 
hard to see how any form, of prayer 
on earth can be separated from at 
least an implicit petition for grace 
and eternal life. 

Meditations on Prayer 

Mr. Claudel’s book is one that will 
fill you with the delight of reading a 
good book. There are six chapters con- 
cerned with the soul’s quest for God, 
the joys of divine companionship, the 
confidence that our weakness awakes 
in us through the knowledge that ou: 
strength is the strength of the Al- 
mighty if we but call upon Him, the 
desolateness of a life lived apart from 
God. 

A series of illustrations are inter- 
spersed throughout the book and 
serve aS introduction to the various 
chapters. The imagery is rich and 
varied, right from the heart of Clau- 
del. There are five appendices added 
to the text which are to be read in 
conjunction with particular chapters. 

These two books merit careful read- 
ing. The translations are well done. 
Dr. Carrel’s book should be read first 
and it can be read rapidly because of 
the simplicity and clarity of style. Mr. 
Claudel’s work will require more re- 
flection and greater concentration for 
he, as it were, takes up where Dr. 
Carrel leaves off and considers prayer 
in the restless soul-striving of man 
naturally seeking God. 





HOLLIS ON RURAL LIFE 


It is often said that agriculture is more 
than an industry; it is a way of life. It 
is perhaps more often said than its mean- 
ing is defined. There are two senses, I 
faney, in which it is true, or in which at 
least it ought to be true. First, there is not 
on the farm that rigid division between 
play and work which we find in the office 
or the factory. In office and factory, at one 
definite minute one goes to work, and at 
another definite minute one leaves work. 
Life dances to the clock and to the hooter. 
The farmer lives among his work. He is 


never entirely off duty, and at the same 
time every day he does many things of 
which it would be impossible to say with 
certainty whether they were work or play. 
Secondly, in the old days the village was 
not merely a working unit; it was also a 
playing unit—a social unit. . . 

The greatest evil of big towns is that the 
population segregates itself into what the 
modern jargon calls income groups. In the 
village this is impossible. 


—From ‘‘With Love, Peter’’ 
by Christopher Hollis 
(McMullen, $2.50) 
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Subtle Analysis of “Little Way’’ 


A Retreat with Saint Therese 
Pere Liagre, C.S.Sp. Newman, $1, $2 
(tr. Dom P. J. Owen, O.S.B.) 
Reviewed by Rev. Joachim Smet, 
O.Carm., at present in Rome for 
advanced theological studies. 


Avoiding a formal, scholastic ap- 
proach to the Little Way of Spiritual 
Childhood, lest the reader lose sight 
of its essential simplicity in a laby- 
rinth of distinctions, Pere Liagre re- 
duces the celebrated Theresian spirit- 
uality to four basie elements: (1) 
Faith in the compassionate love of 
God, (2) the desire to love God, (3) 
humility, (4) confidence. 

In elaborating his thesis, the author 
not only achieves a subtle analysis of 
the Little Way, but presents a prac- 
tical approach to the spiritual life 
which will prove a boon to all timor- 
ous souls now languishing in medioc- 
rity because they fear to abandon 
complicated and artificial methods of 
prayer lest they offend God. From 
St. Therese of Lisieux we learn with 
special emphasis and clarity that the 
service of God is a simple, natural 
thing which has no room for bondage 
and fear. 

In certain parts of this book, one 
cannot eseape the impression that 
Pere Liagre goes a bit off the deep 


end in stressing fhe simplicity of the 
Little Way. There is no reason to be- 
lieve that the practice of the particu- 
lar examen is incompatible with the 
Little Way, or that St. Therese did 
not practice it (the truth can prob- 
ably be ascertained beyond all con- 
jecture from living witnesses). Again 
the author seems a little hard on 
meditation books, nearly all of which, 
he says, are an obstacle to prayer. A 
final statement by Pere Liagre one is 
tempted to challenge is that St. 
Therese had no method of prayer. In 
her prayer can be traced the tradi- 
tional Carmelite method, which 
stresses affections and an early initia- 
tion to contemplation. 

This is the first of a series of hand- 
books planned by The Association of 
Priests of St. Therese of the Child 
Jesus. This association was begun ten 
years ago by Father Vernon Johnson, 
distinguished convert and devotee of 
the Little Flower, for the purpose 
of linking together English-speaking 
priests desirous of moulding their 
priesthood on the principles of the 
Little Way and of placing their min- 
istry under the protection of St. 
Therese of the Child Jesus. Priests 
interested in this plan should write 
to Father Johnson at 140 Strand, 
London, W.C.2. 





**Not Now I --- ”’ 


In Christ Jesus 

Raoul Plus, S.J. 

(tr. Peter Addison) 

Reviewed by Caroline Holland. 

Te readers already acquainted with 
Father Plus’ books, the theme of Jn 
Christ Jesus will be no surprise, but 
they will find new beauty and varia- 
tion of treatment. Our incorporation 
in Christ is considered from numer- 
ous angles: its origin; its relation to 
God the Father, the Holy Spirit, and 
Mary, the Mother of Christ ; its mean- 
ing and effects in the life of the Chris- 
tian; its reality in making the life of 
man on earth the beginning of his 
heaven ; its power to enable man to die 
daily to himself, until he faces with- 
out fear, and with actual longing, the 
death of the body. 

The translation is excellent and does 
not dim the author’s gift for exact 
and memorable phrasing. It is a book 
for meditative reading, not for skim- 
ming, and whole paragraphs cling to 
the memory long after they are read. 
In Christ Jesus attempts to bring 


Newman, $2.50 


home to us that we are other Christs, 
continuing in our century His life, 
passion and death. It is to be followed 
by a work on the relations to each 
other of the members of Christ’s Mys- 
tical Body. 





Pint-sized & Potent 


The Crusade of Fatima 


Rev. John De Marchi, I1.M.C. Kenedy, $1.25 
(tr. A. C. Branco & 
Phillip Kelley, C.S.C.) 


Reviewed by Sister Ann Regina, . 

0.P. 

Father De Marchi has given us the 
solution to the problems of the agi- 
tated world of today as it was re- 
vealed in Our Blessed Lady’s Message 
to the three children of Fatima in 
1917. It also includes the latest reve- 
lation to Sister Lucia, the only living 
member of the three at the present 
time. 

The book, pocket size with an attrac- 
tive cover design, is translated from 
the Portuguese The Lady More Bril- 
liant Than The Sun. It is written with 
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The True Vine & Branches 


The Mystical Body of Christ 
M. Eugene Boylan, O.Cist.R. 
Mercier-Newman, 90¢- $1.75 
Reviewed by Rev. Anthony N., 
Fuerst, 8.7.D., St. Mary’s Semi- 
nary, Cleveland. 


Father Boylan’s study of the Mystical 
Body inaugurates a series of works 
dealing with various aspects of the 
spiritual life. This book, the keystone 
of the series, because it lays the 
foundations for the struggle for per. 
fection, expounds the principles enun- 
ciated in the Encyclical of Pope Pius 
XII, ‘‘Mystieal Corporis Christi’’ of 
July 4, 1948. In a prose that is sim- 
ple, but as powerful as it is concise, 
the author, already well known for 
his books on the spiritual life, through 
the parable of the true vine utilized 
by Christ Himself and through the 
metophor of the Body of Christ, pro- 
pounded by St. Paul, deseribes the in- 
timate union whieh binds Christ to 
the faithful. 


This union neither a physical union 
nor a moral association is called mys 
tical, because, as Fulton Sheen writes, 
the word is better fitted to express 
‘‘the transcendent, vivifying power of 
Christ’s Spirit.’? Through Baptism 
this union is entered into, and it is 
fostered by the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist, the nourishment of the 
soul. 


Sinee reality is best described 
through sense-pereeptible realities the 
author in a magnificent passage shows 
how this union was brilliantly exem- 
plified in the life which Mother Mary 
lived in Christ as a perfect member 
of the Mystical Body. Our personal 
union with Christ can best be pro 
moted through frequent reception of 
His Body and by our living prayer 
formulated in the liturgy of the 
Church. Highly recommended to thost 
adults to whom the Mystical Body 
the most awesome reality of the pres 
ent day. 


i 





distinctiveness and literary power and 
it is not sentimental or over-done. 

The author is especially qualified 
for this work as he is a member of 
the Consolata Institute of Foreigt 
Missions at Fatima, Portugal, and has 
had every opportunity to questi? 
Sister Lucia and the people of this 
vicinity on the authenticity of this 
particular phenomenon. 


Qo eee, i Ol Oe 
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Richest of the Poor 
A Theodore Maynard DD, $3.90 
‘ Reviewed by Maude Acheson, 
TOS. 
Maynard has sueceeded expertly in 
the difficult task of depicting the 
al struggling ascent to sainthood of 
ks Francis of Assisi. He describes the 
ie human Francis as well as the sainted 
ne one. He does not, as has been too often 
he done in the past, draw an extreme 
- before-an-after picture, but shows the 
h- youthful Francis as he actually was: 
us gay but good; pleasure-seeking but 
of Mm never God-rejecting. The great charm, 
m- ™@ generosity, and refinement of Francis 
8e, the youth was good ground in which 
or to plant the seeds of sainthood. 
gh His romantic ambitions as poet and 
ed @ knight, his early begging efforts, the 
he @ dramatic break with his father, his 
ro- @ work with the lepers, all are progres- 
in- @ sive steps that make it easy to un- 
tom lerstand that which comes later: the 
founding and phenomenal growth of 
the Order, the miracles, and the 
100 @ crowning glory of the stigmata. 
ys Out of the graceful legends of the — 
es, Fioretti comes much of the book’s ma- 
eS @ terial. Maynard defends its use with 
“of the quotations, ‘‘Legend, like all 
Is! poetry, can claim a higher degree of 
t 8 truth than history itself.’’ Those who 
the have grown. weary of pious books 
tht @ will find this one of those treasures of 
intelligent interpretations of the 
bed @ Struggle toward sainthood whieh ean 
the be read and re-read. 
ow The most interesting single fact 
ent about the book is the very evident one 
‘ary | that the usually objective Maynard, 
iber  Uimself, has fallen completely in love 
onal @ With his subject. 
pro- 
n of ; - ase 
ayer Saint Francis of Assisi: 
the | The Legends & Lauds 
host ed. Otto Karrer S & W, $3.00 
ly is@ lf any reader should be tempted to 
pres | SUSpect that Maynard’s falling in love 
| (cf. above) might have resulted in the 
blindness customary to that state, let 
—f him reassure himself by consulting 
this exeellent source-book of Francis- 
ant B cana, 
4 ai With sense and scholarship that 
u never falters, Dr. Karrer has selected 
T 0 ® from the mountain of material in the 
a field a neat abundance of highly illus- 
1h ; trative texts by Francis and _ his 
“ first friends, and has prefaced each 
bo group with a concentrated little com- 





mentary that summarizes the eritical 
Ptoblems therein, and _ incidentally 
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The Life & the Sources 


does away with considerable recent 
sentimentality on the subject. 

Besides the Laude and Testament 
of the saint, Dr. Karrer draws upon 
St. Bonaventure, Brother Leo, 
Thomas of Celano, and of course the 
Fioretti, Resulting picture of St. 
Francis may be more documentary 
than Maynard’s, more grave, of great- 
er satisfaction to the deep inquirer, 
but not otherwise very different. 
Those contemporaries, in the dawning 
of the Order, were, if anything, more 
in love than Maynard! 

—M.E.E. 
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Towards ‘Vision of Depth’’ 


The Forsaken Fountain 

Rosalind Murray L G, $2.75 

Reviewed by Rev. John A. 

O’Brien, Ph.D., Head of Depart- 

ment of Philosophy of Religion, 

University of Notre Dame; au- 

thor of **Truths Men Live By’’, 

**Faith of Millions’’, ‘* Winning 

Converts’’. 

In The Forsaken Fountain the author 
contends that in his searching for 
knowledge every man must relate the 
concepts of reality, of goodness, of 
truth, and of beauty to his own ex- 
perience. The Fountain of all truth 
is God. The reason for the many de- 
plorable examples of abortive and 
frustrated searching, of reason with- 
out faith, and of the pathetic rambl- 
ings of unillumined reason is to be 
traced to the widespread contempor- 
ary neglect of God. Hence the title of 
the work—The Forsaken Fountain. 

The author recognizes the vital need 
for the re-interpretation of the 
truths of metaphysies and of religion 
as well as a fresh presentation of the 
same in terms that will appeal to the 
average modern man. Because the 
thinking of western civilization has so 
largely concentrated on material pro- 
gress, the author advocates passivity 
as a way of knowledge for that ‘‘vi- 
sion in depth’’ which permits us to 
see through the stuff of things to the 
reality behind them. 

The poet and the lover are pre- 
sented as examples of the natural 
mystic. In the religious mystic the 
author finds the full explanation 
of passive knowledge, to which has 
been added the supernatural, the 
light of faith, the idea of grace. The 
author contends that true knowledge 
implies discrimination and right judg- 


ment between apparent and real con- 
tradiction. This means that deeper 
vision through which we see the ob- 
jective and unchanging truth under 
its varying formalities, and, at the 
same time, with equal clarity we dis- 
cern the limits of the potential unifi- 
cation. The existence and the nature 
of God as envisaged in Christian the- 
ology constitutes the primal question 
upon which all ensuing differences de- 
pend. 


In a profound and penetrating dis- 
cussion of the supernatural, the author 
points out the necessity of emphasiz- 
ing the radical difference between na- 
ture and grace. She points out that the 
difference is often difficult to recog- 
nize in the concrete. Thus, we cannot 
at a given point define the frontier 
between them, yet the difference is 
one which, given faith, we cannot. 
merely accept but apprehend; and 
only by so doing shall we be able to 
understand the nature of passive 
knowledge. 


The volume constitutes a valuable 
contribution to the argument that rea- 
son and faith are not incompatible, 
and it presents the Christian ‘‘ vision 
in depth”’ in a erisp and appealing 
manner. It is an abstract study deal- 
ing largely with metaphysical con- 
cepts, and hence the person who is not 
trained in philosophy, and especially 
in metaphysics, will find the volume 
exceedingly difficult. 


(Author is the daughter of Profes- 
sor Gilbert Murray, well-known Bri- 
tish classical scholar. She wrote her 
first novel at the age of seventeen. In 
1931 she was received into the Catho- 
lic Church and has since written four 
books, of which ‘‘The Good Pagan’s 
Failure’”’ is probably the best known.) 








Father Jaillet, Saddlebag 
Priest of the Nueces 
By Sister M. Xavier, 1.W.B.S. 
$3.00 


In 1867 Father Jaillet, newly- 
ordained, came from Lyons, 
France, to frontier Texas to 
help Bishop Dubuis spread the 
Faith in his wild and woolly 
diocese. Sixty years later this 
doughty missioner was still 
riding the Texas circuits! 


This is his story, told in novel 
style but based on firsthand 
historical data. Illustrated. 


“I am going to give a copy 
to each one of my priests 
in my diocese. The life of 
this holy man should be 
an encouragement to all— 
especially to priests.” 


—E. B. Ledvina, D.D. 
Bishop of Corpus Christi 
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Distant Cloisters 


Exile Ends in Glory 

Thomas Merton, 0.C.8.0. Bruce, $3.75 

Reviewed by Gloria Tanasso. 
Thomas Merton, a Trappist monk 
well-known for his poetry, now has 
written with simplicity and warmth 
the biography of a Trappistine nun, 
Mother M. Berchmans. This story 
brings to mind the autobiography of 
the Little Flower, for Mother Berech- 
man’s ‘‘little way’’ was quite similar 
to that of St. Thérése, whom she 
loved. Joining the cloistered Trap- 
pistines in Laval, France, toward the 
énd of the last century, Mother 
Berchman’s greatest sacrifice came 
when she was transferred to a small 
Trappistine community in Japan, 
where she spent the rest of her life in 
seclusion. 

Her affectionate love for creatures 
was the hardest obstacle to spiritual 
progress which she had to overcome 
in her life. Relying always on the 
goodness and love of God and the 
help of the Blessed Virgin, however, 
she managed not only to overcome it 
but to reach such heights in sanctity 
that it ean be assumed one day will 











“Lust Without Life Shall Die’’ 


Judgment on Birth Control 
R. de Guchteneere, M.D. S&W, $1.50 


Reviewed by Thomas Donlan, 
O.P., Fenwick High School, Oak 
Park, Iii. 


Contemporary interest in marital 
problems has evoked a_ veritable 
stream of literature on the subject, 
some of which gives evidence of more 
zeal than competence. In view of the 
ephemeral character of much that has 
been written, it is gratifying to find 
that the publishers have now provided 
a sixth edition of this competent and 
penetrating analysis of the problem 
of birth prevention which has com- 
manded wide attention for 17 years. 


In six carefully written chapters 
the author presents the pros and cons 
in the arguments about birth preven- 
tion. He brings his readers through 
the historic, biological, economic, med- 
ical, moral and religious aspects of 
this problem. Each of these sections 
is concise and remarkably complete, 
and this much of the work earns it a 
place on the desks of all who are pro- 
fessionally concerned with the iat- 
ter discussed. The Catholic doctor, 
nurse, lawyer, social worker or school 
teacher will find in this small volume 


a clear compendium of the points dis- 
cussed in professional arguments 
about the Catholic position on birth 
prevention. The priest will discover 
herein a valuable adjunct to his theo- 
logical literature on the subject. 

Catholies who have entered the state 
of matrimony and those who aspire 
to the married vocation will also de- 
rive great benefit from reading the 
first six chapters, for in them they will 
find ‘‘reasons for the faith that is in 
them’’. But, in particular, the final 
chapter on ‘‘The Catholic View of 
Birth’’ is recommended to married 
couples and those who are engaged. 
This reviewer has yet to encounter a 
more solid and elevating presentation 
of the mysteries of life and the dig- 
nity of the married state in so concise 
a form in the English language. 

There is need today for a brief book 
of meditations on the married state— 
a spiritual vademeecum specifically for 
the married—which would epitomize 
the ideals of that noble Christian vo- 
cation and serve to keep fresh in the 
minds of married people the ideals 
which should motivate their lives. The 
last chapter of the present volume 
could well serve as a model for such 
a book. 


’ was prepared for the hardships that 
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see her a canonized saint of the 
Church, Like St. Thérése, she can be 
called a missionary whose work was 
done through prayer and complete 
sacrifice of self in all things. Mother 
Berchman’s final agonies in 1915 
made her seem a victim of reparation 
for a world that had gone mad in 
war. 

Thomas Merton has presented the 
story in as lucid a style as was the 
personality of his heroine, and he has 
made the book not only the account 
of a life and a soul but also, for the 
reader, a true spiritual experience, 





Anne du Rousier 
tr. L. Keppel 
Reviewed by Sister M. Loyola, 
RSM. 


Reared in a home where allegiance to 
the Chureh and feality to the king 
were early inculeated; where refine 
ment and simplicity blended well with 
a certain hardihood derived from 
rugged rural life, Anne Du Rousier 


Newman, $2.25 


awaited her in the missionary fields 
of South America. 

The death of her father, a political 
vendetta against a hated opponent, 
shaped her eareer and deeided her 
vocation. Although but eight year 
old she was sufficiently mature to ap 
prehend the meaning of: reparation, 
and resolved then and there to dedi 
eate her life to this worthy cause. AS 
a religious of the Society of the Se 
ered Heart, she labored for 60 year 
in Chile teaching and practicing this 
devotion. 

In this memoir the reader will find 
subversive activities, hatred for reli 
gion and the Church, counterbalaneed 
by appeals for devotion to the Sacred 
Heart, akin to those of his own day. 








In this day when there is such at 
over-supply of reading material, 
much useful paper being wasted it 
clap-trap and unadulterated rot 
tenness, and with the lack of hor 
esty in the usual book-review sec 
tions of the press, “Books on Trial 
comes as a breath of fresh air into 
a car of the Lexington Avenue Lo 
cal at five forty p.m. You are doing 
a grand job—keep it up! 

(Signed ) 

Rev. Joseph M. Collins, Director 

Mary’s Hall 

Brooklyn, New York 
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Practical 
Marion Conference 


Discourses on Our Lady 
Nicholas O’ Rafferty Bruce, $3.25 
Reviewed by Very Rev. Peter A. 
Resch, S.M., Provincial, Society 
of Mary. 










Here are 33 discourses on the Blessed 
Virgin, principally designed for pub- 
lie reading during the Month of May, 
on Our Lady’s Feasts and similar oe- 
casions, as the subtitle suggests. The 
discourses are almost uniformly con- 
structed, each consisting of a page of 
introduction clearly announcing the 
three points to be treated, three 
equally extended points, climaxing 
‘generally in a ‘‘let us” paragraph ; 
and a concluding prayer by the 
Chureh or by a saint, often set in its 
historical background by appropriate 
commentary. 

Such is the framework for this 
moral rather than doctrinal treat- 
ment of the life, privileges, virtues, 
and titles of the Blessed Virgin. The 
style avoids the abstruse and _ scien- 
tifically theological terminology. The 
content, in meditative, affective econ- 
siderations, presents the common ex- 
pression of doctrine and devotion for 
popular consumption. The mariologi- 
cal truths and morals are told simply ; 
they are illustrated soberly and con- 
sistently from Holy Seripture, Chureh 
history, and by quotations and exam- 
ples from the Fathers and saints. 

Some details, which strike this re- 
viewer as blemishes, do not detract 
from the pleasing and orderly effect 
of the whole; nor should they ham- 
per the growth of the genuine devo- 
tio to Mary which these discourses 
are designed to foster. It seems im- 
proper to insist that the first to give 
example of devotion to Mary was the 
Archangel Gabriel, when the Son of 
God Himself has been the first to prac- 
tee true filial piety to Mary. 


It is contrary to the most enlighted 
mariological opinion to insinuate that 
Mary preferred Virginity to Divine 
Maternity (this is done in two differ- 
tnt places in the book). That Mary 
was humiliated by her Son in the 
Temple, at Cana, twice during His 
Preaching, and on the Cross, seems a 
peculiar slant of Gospel commentary. 
It is strange that the last discourse, 
by exception, terminates without a 
Prayer, when the text so appropri- 
ately leads the reader to the point of 
tonsecrating himself to Mary. 
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Later Arrivals 
Worth Waiting For 


Important library events—first two 
volumes of Douglas Southall Free- 
man’s monumental George Washing- 
ton: A Biography ... 4th & final 
volume in James Truslow Adams’ pic- 
torial epice—The Album of American 


History ... for every lover of beauty 
—The Sculpture of Ivan Mestrovic ... 
* * * 


The West at Bay, by young & bril- 
liant English economist & lay apostle, 
Barbara Ward ...A_ synthesis of 
medieval life & learning—The City 
and the Cathedral, by Robert Gordon 
Anderson, author of Biography of a 
Cathedral .. . a new life of Champ- 
lain, by Morris Bishop. . . 

*% * * 


High Road in Tartary, by Abbe 
Huc, abridged for modern readers by 
Julie Bedier (Sr. M. Juliana, O.P.)— 
record of a journey by Abbe Hue 
from Peking to hinter-Tibet in the 
1840s ... new novel by Michael Mc- 
Laverty—The Three Brothers, and 
one by Frances Parkinson Keyes— 
Dinner at Antoine’s. .. Another story 
of the time of Christ—The Bold Gali- 
lean, by LeGette Blythe. .. 


* * * 


The Greatest Story Ever Told ... 
narrative transeript of inspiring radio 
seripts by Fulton Oursler . .. and, by 
Fulton and his brother Will Oursler, 
the story of Father Flanagan (next 
i ee 

*% %& * 

Federal Prose: How to Write In 
and/or for Washington—some grand 
spoofing at Gobbledegook—or, as Ivor 
Brown ealls it, Pudderese . . . Mid- 
West Heritage, collection of interest- 
ing pictorial information about early 
Mid-America, by scholarly John Dru- 
ry ... Malabar atmosphere in Lowis 





Bromfield’s next novel—The Wild 
Country. .. 
* * * 
A little farther off... a new an- 


thology of Catholic humor by Paul 
Phelan, New York Sun feature writer, 
BOT reviewer, editor of the very suc- 
cessful With a Merry Heart, which is 
eurrenty in its 6th printing... a 
new story—presumably Trappist in 
theme—by Father Raymond .. . 
Father Leo R(ational) Ward, C.S.C.’s 
Philosophy of Education, ten years in 
making .. . an annotated edition of 
Orestes Brownson’s The American Re- 
public, by Rev. Dr. Joseph P. Dono- 
van, C.M., president of Kenrick Sem- 
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PUBLICATIONS 


@ Pamphlets—by SS. Augustine, Al- 
bert, Thomas Aquinas... 


@ Books—by Frs. Vann, Valentine, 
MeNabb, Jarrett, S.M.C.... 


@ Periodicals — Blackfriars (general 
monthly), 25e copy, $3 year. ... 
The Life of the Spirit (monthly on 

interior living), 25¢ copy, $3 
year... 

Dominican Studies (new theolo- 
logical - philosophical quarterly), 
$1.50 copy, $5 year . 

Order your Blackfriars titles 
from 


The Thomas More Book Shop 
Chicago 6 











inary, St. Louis. . . And Dr. Helene 
Margaret is reported to be bending 
shoulders over her biography of 
Father Nerinekx up in Tarrytown. . 





W onder-W orker 


St. Anthony of Padua 

Mabel Farnum Didier, $2.75 

Reviewed by Gloria Tanasso. 

In an unpretentious style, often remi- 
niseent of Gospel passages by reason 
of its rhythm and short paragraphs, 
Mabel Farnum has written the first 
complete biography in English of the 
Wonder-Worker of Padua. From his 
early piety, through his days as an 
Augustinian Canon, to the fateful 
meeting with the five Franciscan 
Protomartyrs, and then as the humble 
but overpowering Franciscan preach- 
er, Anthony’s life was crowded with 
miracles both physical and spiritual. 
His zeal for eonverting sinners was 
matehed only by his profound love for 
Christ Crucified and the poverty in- 
herent in the Francisean Rule. His 
canonization in 1232, one year after 
his death, and his having been de- 
elared a Doctor of the Universal 
Chureh by Pope Pius XII in 1946, 
attest to the greatness of this beloved 
saint. 

In her story Miss Farnum has inter- 
laced the account of St. Francis of 
Assisi and his Order of Friars Minor. 
These two contemporaries, so similar 
in character and in their love for all 
creation, portray best the quality and 
simplicity present in all saints. For as 
St. Francis preached to the birds, so 
St. Anthony’s sermon to the fish is 
recorded in all its beauty and poig- 
naney in this delightful book. 
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SPIRITUAL 


The Apocalypse of Saint John 

R. J. Loenertz, O.P S & W, $2.50 
Paul H. Hallett in The Register: ic 
builds his interpretation about an original 
discovery of the plan on which the Apoca- 
lypse is based. . . It is the most lucid com- 
mentary on this most difficult book of the 
Bible that we have seen in English.’’ 

A—F—REV (p. 275, Vol. V1) 


The Catholic Picture Dictionary 

Rev. Harold A. Pfeiffer, S.J. DSP, $2.00 

il. R. and K. Wood 

The Catholic Transcript: ‘*. . . attractive, 
handy, and packed with definitions . 
three hundred illustrations . . . defines and 
describes articles used in Catholic rites, sym- 
bols, prayers, sacraments and sacramentals, 
holy orders, the parts of the liturgical year, 
Masses, and the diocesan and hierarchical 
structure of the Church... notably useful 
in that, in each ease, it provides . .. gra- 
phic representation of what is being de- 





fined; thus meaning and appearance are 
linked. 
‘«. . . definitions are admirable in their 


brevity and comprehensibility ... glaring 

and repeated aberrations (in pronouncia- 

tion) . . . seriously impair its worth. . .’’ 
A—HS—SAT (WR) 


Christ in Our Brethren 
Raoul Plus, S.J. 

(tr. Irene Hernaman) Grail, 75¢ 
Eileen Hall in the Bulletin, Ga. Layman’s 
Assn.: ‘*. .. gem of spiritual wisdom; an 
explanation of the three-fold apostolate that 
is captivating in its simplicity. . . If you’ve 
ever wondered . . . why the apostolate of 
prayer and of suffering are so particularly 
efficacious—here is an answer much more 
satisfying than the usual provocative sketch 
which only makes you wonder the more. . .’’ 

A—HS—REC 


France Alive 

Claire Huchet Bishop MeMullen, $3.00 
Charles A. Brady in The New York Times: 
‘*Tf Mrs. Bishop’s inquiry into the present 
spiritual state of her native France is to be 
accepted at its face value, then the renou- 
veau Catholique ... has moved down into 
the masses and the work of deproletarian- 
izing France is already far advanced. ... It 
is now more a case of stealing the Commu- 
nist thunder, at least on the side of the 
Catholic. The dapper lackeys of Existential- 
ism have been laying the French table of 
late, but Mrs. Bishop thinks the Gallic grain 
is still basically sound, and strong at the 
core. One hopes that she is right.’’ 

A—HS—F—REVD (p. 149, Vol. VI) 


The Glory of Thy People 

Father M. Raphael Simon Mae, $2.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: **. . . suecinet and admirably articu- 
lated account of the spiritual journeying of 
a Jew who became a Catholic, a psychiatrist 
who became a Cistercian monk . . . one of 
the most impressive and affecting accounts 
of conversion yet to appear ... unique in 
its dispassionate (but far from cold) tracing 
of a long and involved process . . . recount- 


ed so clearly and cogently that it must 
strike home to. almost every non-Catholic 
reader, give the Catholic reader a deeper, 
fuller appreciation of his religion, provide 
the priest with matter for half a hundred 
sermons, and afford the theologian a brisk 
but comprehensive refresher course in his 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


subject . . . will absorb and enlighten the 
reader and prove of incalculable spiritual 
benefit. . .’’ 

A—REC 


God the Father 

Most Rev. Emile Querry S & W, $2.50 
Paul H. Hallett in The Register: ‘‘ 
About 89 theological subjects the author 
constructs brief, glowing meditations, all 
having some reference to the Father, whose 
glory must be our life and final happiness. ’’ 
The Catholic Transcript: ‘*. . . provocative 
and substantial . . . spare and pointed, un- 
hackneyed and kindling. . .’’ 

A—E 


The Good Pagan’s Failure 

Rosalind Murray LG, $.2.75 
Sign: ‘*, . . Rosalind Murray ascribes the 
breakup of our world to the failure of the 
good pagan. Christianity, she contends has 
never been fully tried . .. she finds that 
practical Christianity has been supplanted by 
the humanist cult, especially in governments 
and among intellectuals of influence. . . She 


demonstrates a keen and_ well-informed 
mind; . . . stimulating and challenging.’’ 
( Reprint.) 

A—F—REC 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


Growth or Decline 
Cardinal Emmanuel Suhard 
(tr. James A. Corbett) 
Paul H. Hallett in The Register: ‘‘. . . Ex- 
eellently translated, arranged, and annotat- 
ed. ... All the movements toward an invigo- 
rated Catholicity with their virtues and 
dangers, the Cardinal points out with sym- 
pathy and acumen. i 
The Sign: . this pastoral is of so uni- 
versal a nature and of such tremendous im- 
port that it became almost immediately a 
document of international interest ... a 
provocative message, especially reassuring to 
those who are anxious and disturbed.’’ 
A—E—REC 


The Human Wisdom of St. Thomas 

arranged and tr. by Josef Pieper 

S & W, $2.00 

Paul H. Hallett in The Register: ve ° 
thoughts from 22 of Thomas’ works besides 
the Summa ranging from a half-line to a 
paragraph ... divided into 16 chapters, each 
developing a startling head-thought ... This 
slender volume contains thoughts so rich 
that it can serve even the philosopher for a 
life-time. ’’ 

A—E—REC 


The Mother of Jesus 

Father James, O.F.M.Cap. Newman, $1.50 
America: ‘‘, . . If the reader is looking for 
an imaginative presentation of possible his- 
torical events in the life of Mary, this book 
might be a disappointment... if he is seek- 
ing a wealth of solid theological doctrine 
for prayer and thought, his expectations 
will here be met.’’ 

A—F 


Nature, Knowledge and God; An 
Introduction to Thomistic Philosophy 

Brother Benignus Gerrity, F.C.S. 

Bruce, $4.50 

America: ‘‘, . textbook .. . for college stu- 
dents ... has many thingsto recommend 
Muse 
‘¢. .. weak on historical side . . . concern- 
ing Descartes is not quite accurate ... How- 
ever ... should prove stimulating to begin- 
ners ... in the hands of a capable teacher.’’ 

A—F (WRi1 


Fides, $2 & $1 
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Our Loving Father 

Henry Brenner, O.S.B. 
Catholic Review Service: ‘*. . 
marized . . . one of the most revolutiona: 
of Christ’s doctrines: the Fatherhood of 
God. The book is brief, but gives valuable 
insights on how this doctrine should affect 


Grail, $1.25 
. has sum. 


our lives in their least details.’’ I 

A—HS—F 
Parish Priests Among the Saints 

Walter Gumbly, O.P. Newman, $1.50 
The Catholic World: ‘It was high time that 
someone should undertake the work whieh 
has now been done by Father Gumbly. .. 

This book should, indeed, as the author 
hopes, baniss from the minds of the paro. 
chial clergy the notion that theirs is the 
state ’in which sanctity is more difficult to 
attain than anywhere else in the world’,’’ T 

A—-HS—F pe 
The Person of Jesus 0! 

Father James, O.F.M.Cap. Newman, $1.09 y 
America: ‘*. ., The union between humility 
and God is the theme of these essays . . . the bs 
religious profession is linked with the Saeri i }¢ 
fice of the Mass . . . the value of the comm 
of religion in the life of the Church is er p 
plained ...”’ es 

A—F ti 
Priest-Workman in Germany th 

Henri Perrin & W, $2.08 oh 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tram 
script: ** . @ most unusual book, as fas @ 
cinating as the best fiction, as revealing anigm 48 
recognizable as the best autobiography, w 
inspiring and compulsive as the best spirit 
ual discourse . . . author is a relativeyy™ ‘©! 
young French Jesuit who .. . went to Geri @ 
many to work among the Frenchmen whi of, 
has been drafted for slave labor in Hitlers j;, 
Reich . . . discovered the extent of th h 
apostacy of the working classes . . . founl th 
that Catholicism had just ceased to coum 4) 
with the majority of men... 

The clergy . . . regarded as comfortably : 
situated professional men with nothing vitd Th 
to offer and no common ground on which ti | 
meet working people. . . In Father Perri } 
. + . an indomitable spirit, an exuberalg™ | 
confidence in Christ’s triumph, a sane corm. 
tempt for the worst that the most repre Its 
sive totalitarian system can do. His booki By 
is irradiated with faith and hope and lov : 

. translation . . . exceptionally fine ...@ 9, 
The Sacrifice We Offer 

Hubert McEvoy, S.J. D&S, $1.5 7) 
Gerald Ellard, 8.J., in the Catholic Review W 
Service: ‘6... 8 marvelous little book . Fl 
planned on the familiar pattern of a pit 
ture sequence. . . But the execution het Ar 
achieves unique perfection . . . photographs 
were posed in the Edinburgh Cathedral .. Of 
explanations . . . short and factual . - r 
simple and reverent explanation . . . threg™ *" 
or four prayers from some place in tht ‘ 
liturgy (or Holy Writ) below each pictutt 


- Perhaps no book of its compass sit h 
pases this in simply explaining holy Mass.” the 


A—HS—E Qu 
The Story of a Family - 
Stephane-Joseph Piat, Yo. F.M. ma 


Kenedy, $3.5! Jol 
The Catholic World: ‘*. . . story of HM are 
family of St. Therese of Lisieux .. . draw for 
largely from Msgr. Lavelle’s biography of 
the saint, the Autobiography, and numeri 
letters of the saint’s parents and sti ‘0 
ters...’’ The 

A—HS—SAT 
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Figures for an Apocalypse 
Thomas Merton New Directions, $2.50 


Reviewed by Sister M. Madeleva, 
O.S.C., president, St. Mary’s 
College, Notre Dame; eminent 
educator, scholar, and poet, pub- 
lication of whose ‘‘Collected 
Poems’’ was a literary event of 
last Fall. 


Thomas Merton is a young Trappist 
monk in the monastery of Our Lady 
of Gethsemani, Kentucky. This puts 
upon his poetry and indeed upon all 
of his writing the sanction of obed- 
ience even more than the sanctity of 
song. He states this simply in the last 
poem and the last paragraph of his 
essay, ‘‘Poetry and the Contempla- 
tive Life” with which he concludes 
the present volume. It is, however, its 
sheer sanctity that I should like to 
consider, not its poetry as poetry, nor 
as technic, nor even as satire. 















































































































































It is at times, or in part quintes- 
sentially these. But in a way and to 
a degree that are true of almost no 
other poet today and of few at any 
time, he opens doors of words into 
the world of contemplation where 


All the hills burn with such blinding 
art 

That Christ and angels walk among 
us, everywhere... 

From this new altitude, this new 

world, he writes of the experience 

itself : 

But in the dazzled, high and wnelec- 
tric air 

Seized in the talons of the terrible 
Dove, 

The huge, unwounding Spirit, 

We suddenly escape the drag of earth 

Fly from the dizzy paw of gravity 

And swimming in the wind that lies 
beyond the track 

Of thought and genius and of desire, 

Trample the white, appalling strato- 
Sphere. 


Harlem, the Bronx, Manhattan, 
the ‘‘artificial Shebas, the spurious 
Queens’’ of Park Avenue become sub- 
ject of satiric invective and prophecy 
matching the revelation of - Saint 
John. These figures for an apocalypse 
are terrifying and salutary reading 
or our generation which has lived on 
loved the prophecies that 
omorrow is the millenium, 

The golden age! 
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ARTS AND POETRY 
Prophecy for the Atomic Age 


From the ruins of New York the 
poet moves to his own threshold this 
side the city of God to Spring on the 
monastery farm: 

For, in the sap and music of the 
region’s spring 

We hear the picture of Your voice, 

Creator, 

And in our heartspeace answer You 

And offer You the world. 

Looking for sanctity in these songs 
we come upon its essence in the 
transformation where the poet asks: 
Why are we all afraid of love? 

Why should we, who are far greater 
than the grain 

Fear to fall in the ground and die? 

Have you not planned for minds and 
wills 

Their own 
try?”’ 

This is the end of my old ways, Dear 
Christ! 

Now I will hear Your voice at last 

And leave the frosts (that is: the 
fears) of my December. 

And though You kill me (as You 
must) more, more I’ll trust in You. 
This is not a review nor a criticism 

nor an analysis of this new book by 
one of our finest contemporary poets. 
There is a host of crities eager to pro- 
vide all these. It is a much quieter 
presentation in sincere regard for the 
poet and, in his own words, of the 
spirit of his contemplation and his 
song. 


more subtle biochemis- 





Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address 
with designs by James Daugherty 
Whitman, $5.00 
Sixteen specimens of the illustrator’s 
art run to the epical, these mural- 
styled pictorial interpretations of one 
of the most perfect of human utter- 
ances have an impassioned emotional 
attack and a symbolic method that is 
most of the time very moving and the 
rest of the time a little too much like 
propaganda to be judged aesthetical- 
ly. 

In relating the UN Charter with 
Lincoln’s definition of American gov- 
ernment of, by and for the people, 
the artist in his introduction perhaps 
reads more into the Gettysburg ad- 
dress than was envisioned by its au- 
thor. And there are some who will 
feel that the paintings lose consider- 
ably by coneretizations of Roosevelt 
and Willkie, whom he likes, and oth- 
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The Much-translated 


The Divine Comedy 


Tr. Lawrence Grant White 

(il. Gustav Dore) Pantheon, $6.50 
Reviewed by Msgr. I. J. Semper, 
author ‘‘In the Steps of Dante’’ 
& other studies; chairman of 
Loras College English depart- 
ment. 


This large and handsome volume, with 
its inviting type-face and its 69 full- 
page illustrations by Gustave Doré, 
will grace the library of any Dante 
lover. Since 1802, when Henry Boyd 
made the first complete translation of 
the Divine Comedy into English, 
translations of Dante’s poem into Eng- 
lish have averaged one in every four 
years. Dante has almost as many 
translators as Shakespeare has com- 
mentators. 

The scholarly labors of translators, 
extending over a century and a half, 
testify not only to the challenge and 
vitality of the Divine Comedy but also 
to the urge on the part of every new 
translator to provide a version adapt- 
ed to the literary trends and speech 
usages of his age. Mr. White, for in- 
stance, has aimed at a simple and di- 
rect blank-verse translation, which 
eschews the archaisms, the involved 
constructions, and the ‘‘poetie dic- 
tion’’ of older versions in the same 
medium. As far as current literarv 
usage is concerned, he has done for 
the Divine Comedy what modern 
translators are doing for the Bible. 

Mr. White admits that his blank 
verse does not recapture the beauty 
of Dante’s music. Of course, no trans- 
lator ean hope to do that, although 
some do so more successfully than 
others. A case to the point is the fa- 
mous line, Connobbi il tremolar della 
marina, which Mr. White translates, 
‘‘T now deseried the trembling of 
the sea.’’ His translation is accurate, 
but it is a far ery from the enthrall- 
ing music of Dante’s line. He does as 
well as most translators, however, if 
we except his employment of the halt- 
ing verb ‘‘descried,’’ which strikes a 
jarring note. 

Those readers who prefer a blank- 
verse translation will like Mr. White’s 
version. Others’, who champion either 
a prose translation or one in triple 
rhyme, will not be converted. 





ers like Harding and Churchill whom 
he doesn’t. Otherwise, a fine gift 
book. 

—M. E. E. 
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Platonic Notion of Life & Death 


The Death of Socrates 
Romano Guardini S & W, $3.00 
(tr. from German Basil Wrighton) 
Reviewed by Virginia Woods Cal- 
lahan, Ph.D., professor of classics, 
Howard University, Washington, 
D.C, 


Romano Guardini, known to American 
readers by such previous publications 
as The Church and the Catholic and 
The Spirit of the Liturgy, familiar to 
Europeans for his lectures in Berlin 
on the philosophy of literature, re- 
examines herein the four famous Pla- 
tonic dialogues that describe Socrates 
‘‘in the situation of death’’. 

In his introductory note Father 
Guardini makes it clear that he does 
not attempt to participate in philo- 
logical and historical controversies 
like the technical aspects of the So- 
eratie Question or the dates of the dia- 
logues. The purpose of his work is a 
philosophie interpretation, ‘‘a seeking 
to enter into Plato’s thought’’. The 
method employed in the interpretation 
is sound and practical since the text 
is given first and then the commentary 
on each section. 

For the reader following the great 
drama for the first time the comments 
will be helpful and stimulating. The 
initiated also, however, will find many 
illuminating points, for example, the 
discussions of Socratic irony and the 
Platonic Ideas. 

The Euthyphro, in which Socrates 
seeks a definition of piety, Father 
Guardini characterizes as ‘‘a sort of 
satyrie drama placed before instead 
of after the tragedy.’’ 

The Apology he considers as a trial 
before Apollo or as a trial before Soc- 
rates’ own conscience. The Platonic 
answer to the central question of the 
tetralogy, What is the meaning of 
death ?, is that it is, according to the 
author, a transition into the light of 
the Idea. He distinguishes between 
the Dionysiae and Platonic experience 
of death by maintaining that ‘‘the real 
thing to which he (Plato) makes life 
and death relative is not the vital 
whole streaming through time, but the 
self-based core of. individual exist- 
ence’ 

Especially meaningful is the ana- 
lysis by a Christian philosopher of 
The Phaedo, the main problem of 
which is the immortality of the soul. 
The Catholic, whose philosophy con- 
tains so much of the Platonic tradi- 
tion, will appreciate Father Guardi- 
ni’s reference to the ‘‘two special and 


complementary dangers of Platonic 
thought: the nullifying of the his- 
torical and identification of the term 
‘spirit’ with ‘eternal being’. As the 
reader finishes the book he is inclined 
to aecept Father Guardini’s assertion 
that it is the fruit of a real contact 
with the figure of Soerates, who is 
himself ‘‘the outeome of the contact 
of the stonemason of Alopeee and his 
great diseiple, combining in himself 
elements from the nature of both’’. 


ay 


For A Living Language 


I Give You My Word & 
Say the Word 


Ivor Brown Dutton, 2 V. in one, $2.75 
Reviewed by Rev. John J. Hooy- 
boer, CS.C., Dean of Studies, 
University of Portland (Ore.). 

This second pair of twins is of a piece 

with Mr. Brown’s A Word in Your 

Ear and Just Another Word. Once 

again he has found new gold in ol-d 

ereek-beds. He finds life in words that 

most people did not know existed, and 
brings to life some that died long ago. 

He has fun w ith little words like 

‘coy, ‘*dust,’’ ‘‘vamp,’’ and ‘‘pret- 
ty”; he hobnobs with odd ones like 
<“daligone,”” ‘*goog,’’ ‘‘wog,’’ ‘‘tid- 
dle,’’ ‘‘junkettaceous’’; he is taken 
aback by an ‘‘eedysiast’’ (strip-teaser, 
to you). An ‘‘admiral’’ struts out of 

Arabia as a ‘‘Praiseworthy Pasha”; a 

‘‘leer’’ is merely a cautious glance; 

‘‘tawdry’’ has a saintlier youth than 

most suspect; and a ‘‘potwalloper’’ 

turns out to be a boon to politicians. 
Brown’s chuckling satire is aimed 
not at illiterateness but at careléss- 
ness and laziness, at starvation in the 
midst of plenty. In his foreword to 

Say the Word he vents his pique at 

the polysyllabie sociologist and the 

puddering politician by paraphrasing 

‘‘The Lord’s Prayer’’ in official Pud- 

derese (English for Federal Prose) : 


‘‘Oh Parent, at present deemed to 
be domiciled in the stratosphere 

May Your Name (to be entered in 
triplicate in block letters) be estab- 
lished and maintained on the highest 
levels of sacrosanctity 

May You be allotted and obtain an 
area of control with appropriate 
powers of administration. 
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May Your policy be fully executed 
on a geopolitical basis as well. as iy 
the normal stratospherical sphere of 
influence. 

We should be obliged for Your at. 
tention in providing for our nutri. 
tional necds and for so organizing dis. 
tribution that our daily intake oj 
cereal filler be not in short supply 

Further we should be grateful ¢f ali 
sentences recorded against us for mis. 
demeanors and malfeasances be kepi 
under constant review with the possi. 
bility of subsequent cancellation 

It would be fair to remember that 
we are adopting an analogous policy 
with regard to those who have inflict 
ed injury upon ourselves. 

Avert from us all redundant Oppor- 
tunities for delinquency and ethical 
deviation 

And initiate protective measura 
to safeguard any anti-social activitie 
or tendencies to recidivism.’’ 

The volume is a tasty snack for th 
armehair philologist, a pienie for th 
scholar, and palatable repast for any- 
one who eares at all about a liviy 
language. 





Story in Sonnets 


Always the Need 
Joseph Joel Keith Dierkes, $2.(l 


Reviewed by Rev. Raymond Rose- 
liep, M.A. 


Poets like Spenser, 
Wordsworth have demonstrated the 
narrative possibilities of the sonnet; 
and in our own day there have bee 


Shakespeare and 


worth-while sonnet sequences by 
Charles Williams, Elinor Wylie ani 
Edna St. Vincent Millay. Yet fev 
song-makers attempt this feat prob 
ably because they realize the difficulty 
involved in sustaining effectiveness 0 
long flight. The youthful Joel Keith 
was not to be balked by the hazard 
For his fourth volume of poetry he 
has written an acceptable and interest 
ing series of sonnets, 

Always the Need is the story of 4 
boy who is the victim of an unhappy 
marriage. After his mother drow 
herself, the lad begins a new life will 
a father who helps. reconstruct tht 
lovely—but only the lovely— incidents 
in the life of his ill-fated partner. Tht 
fourtieth and last of these sonnets & 
presses the plaint of clay-made mé 
homesick for the Only happiness. Her 
is the poet’s answer to the thedl? 
gian’s perennial Quid est Beatitudot: 
“The child of love is ageless; he} 
free,/ and comes to earth and crié 
eternity !’’ 
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Self-Made Thoughts on Education 


Modern Man and the Liberal Arts 
Francis Neilson Schalkenbach, $2.50 
Reviewed by Thomas S. Bowdern, 
S.J., Ph.D., director, Department 
of Social Education, The Sodal- 
ity of Our Lady. 

Francis Neilson, an 81-year-old Eng- 

lishman, for many years a resident of 

the United States, writes ten critical 
essays for the American Journal of 

Economics and Sociology and now 

brings them together in a book. He 

ranges over the fields of education, 
political economy and history draw- 
ing upon his unusually rich ex- 
perience in half a dozen different ca- 
reers including some years as a Mem- 
ber of Parliament before and during 

World War I. He already has many 

plays and at least seven books to his 

eredit—or twelve, depending on how 
you count his 5-volume The Tragedy 
of Europe. 

One essay is a panegyric, and a de- 
served one, of Henry George, and 
several others survey the historical 
and economie background of the 





Makers of Catholic Literature 


Catholic Authors 

ed. Matthew Hoehn, O.8S.B. 

St. Mary ’s Abbey, $10.00 
A compendious reference work that is 
also fascinating browse-material, and 
in the process highly instructive. Con- 
tains descriptive biographical sketches 
of 620 authors of several nationalities 
producing between 1930 and 1947, 
with photographs of all but twenty. 
More than 60 writers contributed to 
the work, and more than 1,600 Catho- 
lie authors were considered for inelu- 
sion, the final selection having been 
obtained by polling editors, literary 
critics and librarians. American writ- 
ers predominate, though there are 
liberal representations from many 
other countries. Almost a fourth of 
these writers—and most of the best of 
them — are converts — which should 
give us ecradle-Catholics material for 
meditation. 

Our only possible complaint is the 
eulogistie or uncritical tendency of a 
few of the articles, and, on rare oc- 
casion, an arbitrariness of entry. John 
Joseph Reilly of Hunter College calls 
this a ‘‘must’’ volume in the Ameri- 
can Ecclesiastical Review. In this we 
heartily coneur. 

(Note: We were gratified to note 
that at least 23 BOT reviewers were 
Included in the selection.) 





problems Henry George tried to 
solve. Most modern economists believe 
that contemporary economic condi- 
tions prove Henry George’s solution 
of a single tax on land as the wrong 
solution because it is an incomplete 
solution, fixing its attention on only 
one feature of a complex problem. 

The essay on ‘‘Seience and the Lib- 
eral Arts’? adds one more voice to 
defend the ultimate utility of eul- 
tural, liberal arts education leading 
to wisdom, and to beg us not to sur- 
render completely to John Dewey 
and ‘‘the progressives’’ and their 
‘*practical,’’ vocational and industrial 
training, which is not education. The 
materialism and secularism of this 
education leads to irreligion and im- 
morality, as the author calls J. Edgar 
Hoover of the F.B.I. to witness in the 
continued inerease of juvenile delin- 
queney and adult inadequacy. 

The ills of social injustice will not 
be cured by this secularism any more 
than, the author says, it was eured 
by the liberalism or radicalism of the 
19th century. The once popular and 
crusading liberalism was killed by an 
imperialism which attempted to 
achieve social justice by what was 
really ‘‘social charity.’’ Such an at- 
tempt is still injustice. 

Neilson says he has been ealled 
‘‘the last of the English radieals.’’ 
What political life needs, he urges, is 
a revival of radicalism at its best in 
‘*a virile eriticism of government.’’ 


Assesses Toynbee 


These ups and downs in human life 
in its social, economie and _ political 
features leads the author into an in- 
teresting discussion of the decline of 
civilizations, in an essay of that title, 
and continues it in a lengthy diseus- 
sion and evaluation of A J. Toyn- 
bee’s six-volume A Study of History. 
Neilson is impatient with those who 
call Toynbee’s attempt at a philoso- 
phy of history new when such efforts 
to interpret history began at least 
with Herodotus. He says, however, 
“if there be a new approach in 
Toynbee’s weighty volumes, it is in 
the religious analyses which are scat- 
tered through the work.’’ 

The disappointment to Neilson 
(and to many others) is that Toynbee 
does not concentrate on religion as 
the key to his problem. It leads Neil- 
son to say ‘‘There is no heavenly 
commonwealth for men unless it be 
founded upon God’s justice, and the 
violation of it is a fundamental rea- 


65 


The Cultural Approach 


The Temple of the Spirit 

Francis Meehan Dutton, $2.50 

Reviewed by Edwin N. Rowley, 

Ph.D., St. John’s University, 

Brooklyn. 

This volume represents the attempt 
of Mr. Meehan to initiate the average 
reader into a way of life that should 
be of considerable aid in acquiring 
that contentment of soul so desired 
by all thinking mortals. In a most 
particular manner, it is autobiograph- 
ical. Basing his teachings on his own 
spiritual experiences, he traces a way 
to be followed in one’s pilgrimage to 
union with the Deity. 

The rationale thus fashioned is com- 
forting for those who believe that a 
life given over to the service of God 
need not be one from which an ap- 
preciation of artistic beauty is ex- 
eluded. The author reasons that all 
beauty comes from God, and that ad- 
miration for it will lead one back to 
its Creator. He concludes, therefore, 
that religion is a synthesis of all the 
arts and that it is within the power 
of all men to make this synthesis. 

Mr. Meehan is no wild-eyed dream- 
er, however, offering the universe to 
any hand reaching out for it. He in- 
dieates the steps to be taken in one’s 
progress to perfection. He does not 
minimize the difficulties in attaining 
such an ideal but he does deseribe 
the reward which will come to those 
who have the courage to make use of 
the means he reeommends. 

This book is free of the sentimen- 
tality that is the bane of many re- 
ligious works. Its note of deep sin- 
eerity assures us that it is no com- 
pilation of mere theories but the 
revelation of a way of life bountiful 
in the spiritual riehes garnered by 
those who follow it. 





son why cultures become civilizations 
and civilizations disintegrate and 
crumble away. The Hebrew Prophets 
saw this clearly, and so did the Early 
(Christian) Fathers. Now Dr. Toyn- 
bee has submitted to a searching 
analysis some of the alternatives, 
mere substitutes, for the way indi- 
eated by St. Augustine (in his City 
of God).’’ 

Neilson (and we) warn Toynbee 
that even six more volumes will lead 
nowhere unless he realizes that the 
final, definite answer is in that verse 
of Goethe’s which ends 

‘* All the straining, all the striving 

Is eternal peace in God.’’ 
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Music for Music’s Sake 


Our Musical Heritage 
Curt Sachs 

Victor Book of Concertos 
Abraham V einus 


P-H, $5.00 


S&S, $3.95 
The influence of so-called music-ap- 
preciation courses, which obscure 
purely musical meanings under an ac- 
eretion of biographical, pictorial, 
ideological, or otherwise extra-tonal 
data, finds correctives in two note- 
worthy new books. 

Both Dr. Sachs, internationally 
eminent German musicologist now a 
naturalized American, and young Mr. 
Veinus, known to most of us via his 
uncommonly literate annotations that 
come with Victor albums, are out to 
restore music history and musical ex- 
perience, respectively, to the domain 
of music, in the order of art. 

The Sachs work is intentionally a 
short history of world music, for use 
by either student or interested lay- 
man. In terse, concentrated, chrono- 
logical sections it unfolds the musical 
condition of each period within the 
framework of coincidental history, 
noting changes in, by turns, forms, 
structure, notation, instruments and 
instrumentation, performance, and 
even printing. 

Scholarly in spirit, it takes no 
sides, yet offers comprehensive char- 
acterizations of each period. Holding, 
rightly, that it is a ‘‘cheap’’ attitude 
of superficial criticism to look upon 
early or unfamiliar expressions as 
necessarily naive or inferior, Dr. 
Sachs contemplates each great idiom 
in itself—not as a primitive contribu- 
tion to more advanced art forms. 
Thus Catholic Chureh musie receives 
remarkably full treatment for such a 
brief work. 

On the other hand, as historian, 
author is exercised to trace causes and 
effects of evolutionary procedures, 
and does so with luminous precision, 
evaluating dubious theories in the 
process with modesty and authority. 

* * * 

The concerto book considers in ade- 
quate detail 130 oftenest-performed 
extended compositions for orchestra 
and solo instrument. 

Sufficient orientating material is in- 
eluded, but emphasis is on the musie 
itself, and that music is analyzed in 
a highly developed prose that amounts 
to a perfection of the annotator’s art. 
It is as serious as the subject requires, 
yet full of humor; brilliant and allu- 
sive yet not showy; uncompromising 
in taste yet allowing latitude for sub- 
jective judgment. Most of all, it real- 


izes its purpose—to help, not hinder, 
the listener in his experience of the 
musie involved. 

Themes of most compositions are 
scored as simply as possible for easier 
identification. An intelligible glossary 
is ‘‘seeurely kenneled in the rear’’, to- 
gether with a discography that ignores 
the fact that Victor is not the only 
company at present intent upon mak- 
ing records. 

Both works compliment the pro- 
gressively maturing American mu- 
sical attitude, and both belong in 
prominent spots wherever music _ is 
taught or cherished. 

* * * 


Those who.were initiated to the fas- 
cinating Schumann - Wieck - Brahms 
triangle via the film Song of Love 
(which, though it perpetrated some 
romantic accommodations of historic 
fact, revealed a_ surprisingly firm 
grasp of the central issue), may for- 
tify their background on that ‘‘lov- 
able man’’ (Dr. Sachs’ phrase) Schu- 
mann by referring to a fine collection 
of his writings—letters, aphorisms, 
articles from his own journal, Neue 
Zeitschrift—titled On Music and Mu- 
sictans (trans. Konrad Wolff, ed. Paul 
Rosenfeld, Pantheon, 1946, $3.75). 

And in particular if they want to 
know what Schumann thought of 
young Brahms, they should turn to 
page 252, where, in the last article 
before his collapse, Schumann—ever 
generous, ever scornful of mediocrity, 
display, philistinism — hailed _ this 
‘*Chosen One’’. The rest is history. 

—M.E.E. 


A Matter of Definition 


The Foundations of Esthetics 


I. A. Richards, C. K. Ogden, ear, $2.75 
¢& James Wood 


Reviewed by Daniel T. Mitchell. 
This new edition of The Foundations 
of Esthetics will be weleomed by all 
who are seriously interested in the 
problem of beauty. Contrary to the 
implication of the title, the book is 
not a formal textbook, but a provoca- 
tive and concise discussion of the 
problems involved in the formulation 
of an esthetic philosophy. 

The authors have recognized that 
one of the main bars to the true ap- 
preciation of the meaning of beauty 
has been the multiplicity of defini- 
tions of beauty. All these definitions 
are limited and err in attributing the 
quality of beauty to but one phase or 
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manifestation of beauty. Theorists 
and historians, by bringing theories 
into opposition with one another, 
have missed the point of the relative 
validity of each. The result has been 
a deadlock. 


The authors select 15 representative 
definitions of beauty, and divide 
them into three main types of es. 
thetic doctrine: the objective, the 
relative, and the subjective. They in. 
geniously eliminate the absolute va- 
lidity of each of the 15 by pointing 
out the merits and failings of each, 
They conelude that each definition is 
correct in the particular aspect of 
beauty which it seleets for emphasis, 
They then propose a 16th definition: 
‘‘Anything is beautiful whieh con- 
duees to Synaesthesis.’’ 


The proposed definition is subjec- 
tive and psychological. Beauty has a 
manifold effeet, and it is to be seen 
in all its effects. The effect of the 
beauty which the authors define is 
that it leads to a harmony of in- 
pulses. It creates the harmony and 
equilibrium of which Confucius spoke, 
(In faet, the whole book is an elabo- 
ration of a few short paragraphs of 
the Chinese sage.) In this aesthetic 
state all the impulses which result 
from beauty are experienced to- 
gether. This experience of impulses 
requires a tolerance for all the mani- 
festations of beauty. 


This approach belongs to the old 
school of aesthetics which easily skips 
from Plotinus and St. Augustine to 
the Renaissance, completely omatting 
any reference to St. Thomas, St. Al 
bertus Magnus, and St. Bonaventwre. 
If anything, the diffuse systems re 
jected in this book as incomplete 
forcibly remind one of the broadness 
of the views of the medieval Scholas- 
tics, One wonders how the authors 
would place St. Thomas’ Quae visi 
placent. 


Beyond its ingenious approach and 
quite clear analysis of the systems of 
aesthetics, the book is most significant 
historically. The Middle Ages took 
the Divine Beauty and gave it to all 
things. The Renaissance separated It 
from morality and applied it to art. 
The modern age is taking it away 
from art and things and applying tt 
to man’s feelings. In the search for 
harmony and equilibrium it may be 
come necessary to complete the cyelt 
and apply beauty to God. The history 
of esthetic theory reminds one acutely 
of the long voyage home. 
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bers of our own Staff. 






catalog. 





These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 
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School 


Abbreviations used: E—Excellent . 
C-I—Current Interest 
TFA—Too Far Advanced 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS © COMMENTS @ RATINGS 


. Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher, or author. 
The following are among the more important books of a 


general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
and price are shown, followed by one or more pertinent 
review excerpts from leading publications, or by Com- 
ments or Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by mem- 


F—Favorable 
H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
A—For Adults 


DM—Doubtful Merit . WR—With Reservations . U— 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded . O—Offensive or 
Objectionable . DIS—Disapproved . REC—Recom- 
mended REV—Reviewed MSO—Mature Students 


Only 








The Alamo 

John Myers Myers Dutton, $3.00 
Sign: ‘*... The author stresses his research, 
but he repeatedly shows that he misunder- 
stands Spanish colonial policy. The mission- 
aries were not controlled by the Viceroy of 
Mexico, for the Church was coequal with, 
not subservient to, the temporal power. . . 
The book is written in a glib, two-dimen- 
sional style. . . Objectivity is lacking, op- 
probrious’ adjectives are reserved for Mexi- 
cans, . .”” 

A—DM 














All the Best in England 

Sidney Clark D M, $3.50 
The Commonweal: ‘‘A professional traveler 
tries and succeeds in putting himself in the 
boots of the people he wants to help get 
their money’s worth of a trip to England 
... notable for the way he ties in English 
sources of American institutions. Especially 
good on Wales.’’ 

A—SAT 












All Things Considered 

Howard Vincent O’Brien Bobbs, $3.50 
The New York Times: ‘*. . . The strength 
and charm of this appealing book come 
from the columns selected from the hundreds 
he wrote. They are essays of considerable 
literary merit, but their great worth is in 
their searching honesty . . . the columns 
written a decade ago have worn as well as 
a written last year.’’ 

—F 












Best Sports Stories 1948 

Irving T. Marsh and Edward Ehve, 

_ editors Dutton, $3.00 
This fourth book in a series of annual sports 
‘bests’’ is an interesting collection, not 
only for the events and personalities it dis- 
tusses, but for the special quality of its 
prose. The enormous amount of non-sports 
material—half-quotations from, Shakespeare, 
hear references to science, current events, 
tte—woven into the straight news report- 
Ing should fascinate any student of lan- 
guage. In addition to the stories, most of 
them surprisingly good and lively, there is 
a ‘sports record book’’ of the 1947 season. 
The thing is topped off with twenty photo- 
graphs, ‘‘the year’s best sports pictures. ’’ 
—Riley Hughes 














A—F 
Brensham Village 

John Moore S & S, $2.75 
Gentle English countryside humor in this 
pleasant novel. 

AWR 


Carola 
Feliz C. Forrest DS&P, $3.00 
Bonaventure Schwinn in The Commonweal: 
++. Carola gets mixed up with the young 
‘MMmunists in the university, has an un- 


















happy love affair with the radical Ugo An- 
tonini, marries the Chinese Carson Ding out 
of spite, takes part in an abortive com- 
munist revolution in Yungchow. . . Shortly 
before Pearl Harbor she is broadeasting 
propaganda for the Japanese in Shanghai 

- a novel that depends upon flashbacks 
and uses the stream-of-consciousness tech- 
nique. . . 

‘*Readers will regret that Mr. Forrest. did 
not portray a character more worthy of his 
unquestionable talent.’’ 

A—DM 


The Continental Touch 

Joseph Wechsberg H M, $2.75 
Foolish chatter, insipid ideation, frequent 
immorality. 

A—DIS 


The Central Northeast 


Editors of ‘‘ Look’’ H M, $5.00 
The Far West 
Editors of ‘‘ Look’’ H M, $5.00 


The Commonweal: ‘‘.. . seventh and eighth 
in a series that is by way of being a public 
service. . . An immense amount of informa- 
tion about each region. . .’’ 

A—HS—F 


The Choice Is Always Ours 
An Anthology on the Religious Way 
ed. Dorothy B. Phillips, et al. 

Smith, $4.50 
The New York Times: ‘‘. . . carefully com- 
piled volume of 430 selections from many 
and varied authors . . . for modern readers 
interested in the meaning and goal of life 
and who are convinced ‘that there exists an 
ultimate Reality that is by nature both 
transcendent and immanent.’ . .. Such a 
cross-section cannot be wholly satisfying to 
any particular religious group. Yet .. . the 
modern reader will find this a helpful and 
inspiring guide to the spiritual life. . . The 
editors avoid fairly well the underlying er- 
ror of many popular books which assume to 
point the way to personal happiness and 
peace of mind, the error which places hap- 
piness and peace of mind first in the scale 
of values. . .’’ 

A—F(WR) 


The Common Chord 

Frank O’Connor Knopf, $2.75 
Katherine Bregy in The Catholic World: 
‘«. .. a gifted but perverse Celt . . . with 
a flair for story-telling, a dramatic sense 
of dialogue . . . and an acid power of etch- 
ing the externals of character. But there is 
something almost adolescent—or is it just 
Freudianf—in his preoccupation with sex 
... and in his Shavian delight in shocking 
‘middle class morality.’ Irish marriage, the 
Irish clergy and the Irish mother are fre- 
quent targets of his satire; a satire often 
indirect, and more contemptuous than ma- 
licious; but so persistent that it spoils the 


FIO—For Information Only. 


validity of his work, just as Harry Sylves- 

ter’s far more bitter anti-clericalism spoiled 

the validity of Moon Gaffney. . .’’ 
A—DM—REV (p. 246, Vol. VI) 


Conspirator 

Humphrey Slater HB, $2.50 
Chicago Tribune: ‘‘As a tractarian propa- 
gandist of socio-political themes, Humphrey 
Slater, English writer, Berlin street battler, 
and Republican partisan in the Spanish 
Civil War, must be granted a very high 
rank among contemporary controversialists. 
As a novelist . . . I find him still rather 
disappointing . . . underscores . . . the dan- 
ger to democratic governments inherent in 
the Communist manner of bringing about 
world revolution . . . hard and rough in 
the prose expression, artificial in the ex- 
treme in its creation of character ...as a 
novel it leaves much to be desired. . .’’ 

A—DM 


Cornelia 

Rene Kuhn Random, $2.75 
The Sign: ‘‘Cornelia Glennon . . . a ruth- 
less egotist . . . marries the most eligible 
young man in town, has two children, di- 
vorees her husband and cuts him off from 
Ann and Tony when they are ten and eight 
respectively. She becomes a _ fashionable 
dress designer, moves in a circle of glitter- 
ing sophistication, packs the children off to 
school and camp to suit her own conven- 
ience. . . Too late, she awakens to the failure 
and loneliness which she has brought upon 
herself. 

‘*Without being profound, this novel con- 
tains and effectively sets forth some acute 
and timely truths. The author has not given 
it the right focus, however. Cornelia’s char- 
acter is not sufficiently accounted for, the 
reasons for her being such as she ig are 
not explored, and her final collapse is a 
little meehanieal. . .’’ 

AWR 


Cotton in My Ears 
Frances Warfield 
The Sign: ‘‘. . . a gay book with serious 
undertones . . . she speaks for the deaf. One 
of the added burdens of deafness is that it 
so often elicits from others only annoyance 
or ridicule . . . fear .. . made Frances War- 
field adopt . . . ingenious devices and ex- 
pose herself to . . . hazardous situations . . 
to hide her ailment for some twenty years. 
In retrospect . . . they make an absorbing 
story when recounted by a girl with a gift 
for creating an atmosphere of lighthearted 
gaiety. ..’’ 
A—SAT 


Viking, $2.75 


Doctor, Lawyer. Merchant, Chief 
Robert Lewis Taylor D D, $3.00 

Sign: ‘*. . . You’ll never split a rib at his 

humor as he writes about celebrities and 











68 


near-celebrities . . . Taylor is not a Bob 
Hope. Neither will you double up with 
mirthful appreciation of his wisdom. He is 
not a Mr. Dooley. . . He had some news- 
paper experience but left that field to join 
the New Yorker. . .’’ 

A—DM 


Dunkirk 

A. D. Divine Dutton, $4.50 
The heroic nine days of the evacuation of 
399,000 men from Dunkirk, told by a well 
known writer of maritime books, himself an 
actor in the events of May 26 to June 3, 
1940, and the receiver of the DSM for his 
part. Dunkirk is a purely objective account 
of the work of ‘‘Operation Dynamo’’, 
drawn from official records, but it is more 
exciting in its calm than any amount of 
emoting or fictionizing could be. The whole 
thing was planned in a room at Dover only 
90 miles from the Germans. The work of 
the Small Vessels Pool and of the ‘‘little 
ships’’ and their mixed crews was a miracle 
of courage. The only departure from the 
author’s restrained handling is his comment 
on the French and their love of ‘‘ phrase 
and formula.’’ This book can be highly 
recommended for its factual coverage of 
what the author calls ‘‘the rich turmoil of 
the times.’’ 

—Riley Hughes 
A—F 


Eisenhower Speaks 

ed. Rudolph L. Truenfels FS, $3.00 
Chicago Tribune: ‘*. . . a collection of the 
general’s speeches, remarks, and extracts 
from various press conferences . . . accumu- 
lation of three years of public talking... 
shows that the general seems to be more 
than a bit confused.’’ 

FIO 


The End 

Hugh Venning D & S, $3.00 
Harold C. Gardiner in America: ‘*, . . This 
tale will certainly send older readers search- 
ing . . . for Robert Hugh Benson’s classic 
Lord of the World.* The similarity is too 
open to be missed, and the comparison is 
not much in Mr, Venning’s disfavor. His 
book has one element, and a welcome one, 
that Benson’s lacked—a nice sense of hu- 
mor. . . The tale is very British and per- 
haps a@ little insular, but it is good fun, and 
more than that, it is a catalyst for seme 
rather prayerful thought. . .’’ 

* A marvelously prophetic book first pub- 
lished 40 years ago, and now republished.— 
Ed. 

A—E—REV (p. 14) 


The English Townsman 

Thomas Burke Seribner, $3.75 
The Commonweal: ‘‘, . . discusses the food, 
fashions, amusements, manners, customs and 
attitudes of English townsmen from the 
fourteenth century to the present ...a 
useful and frequently amusing background 
study for both the general reader and the 
student of literature.’’ 

A—SAT 


Europe Without Baedeker 

Edmund Wilson DD, $4.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘, . . he is more plagued 
by the English than Henry V was by the 
Scots cannot properly perceive his 
European forest because everywhere he sees 
Englishmen, as trees, walking. . . Unsenti- 
mental Journey, made up of the articles 
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... for the New Yorker, from Italy, Greece 
and England, in 1945 ... occasionally, Mr. 
Wilson’s spitefulness and vindictiveness de- 
feat their own purposes .. . he is, as it 
were, the tailor’s dummy of the wholly 
civilized, entirely adult, completely Ameri- 
ean, 100 percent highbrow. . .’’ 


Family and Civilization 

Carle C. Zimmerman Harper, $6.00 
The Catholic World: ‘*. competently 
demonstrates . . . that familism is the key 
to an understanding of civilization. . . 

‘*. . . a new step in the historical and 
theoretical analysis of family sociology. It 
gives a rich background of knowledge for 
the many detailed studies of contemporary 
family life. . .’’ 

A—MSO—F 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
Jim Farley’s Story: The Roosevelt 
Years 

James A. Farley Whit, $3.50 
The Sign: ‘*Politicians as a species are 
seldom held in high repute. If any man has 
done much to readjust this popular estima- 
tion, it is Jim Farley. Rival or enemy has 
never been able to impugn his honesty or 
his loyalty. . .’’ 

A—F—REV (p. 277, Vol. VI) 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 
The Foolish Gentlewoman 

Margery Sharp LB, $3.00 
Chicago Tribune: ‘*, . . there is no char- 
acter in the book which is either thoroly 
rounded or really convincing, except the 
heroine’s consistently selfish brother-in-law 
... the plot is no more convincing because 
it is amusing . . . deftly written by an ex- 
pert in tale-telling . . . charming turns of 
phrase and gayly pungent observations on 
life. . . Margery Sharp’s literary flavor is 
always more gently refreshing than potent, 
and her literary content at its best is not 
100 proof.’’ 

AWR 


France, Paris and the Provinces 

Roger Rowmagnac Whit, $4.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . decked with photo- 
graphs . . . maps . eartoons in black 
and white and lots of decorative color... 
packed as a caramel box with current facts, 
past history, and miniature come-on travel 
posters . . . special sections on gastronomy, 
by Pierre Andrieu . . . an elegant souvenir 
and gift book. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


From My Journal 

Andre Maurois (tr. Joan Charles) 

Harper, $2.75 

Edwin Morgan in America: ‘‘. . . random 
notes of Maurois ... January, 1946, to 
January, 1947, covering his stay in the 
United States and his return to France. . 
of doubtful value and limited interest. . . 

‘*He offers as his philosophy a sort of 
shaky mixture of Stoicism and Epicurean- 
ism, and feels that there might be some 
hope in the ‘humanism’ of Existentialism, 
although the writer of the blurb prescribes 
this book as an antidote to Existentialism. ’’ 

A—DM 


General Education in the Humanities 
Harold Baker Dunkel 
Amer. Council Education, $3.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*, . . one of four [vol- 
umes] resulting from the five-year survey 
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Sin Against 
the Paper Shortage 
The Prevalence of Witches 


Aubrey Menen Scribner, $2.7} 


Reviewed by Mark Barron, O.P. 


It is hardly ‘‘ericket’’ for a reviewer 
to take seriously the claims of a book 















































8 
blurb. Yet one is tempted to disminff y 
this volume with no more than a brief P' 
comment on three points made for it® 4 
by the publisher § 
- p er. nt 
If they wish, readers of BOT mayff a 
take seriously the claim that Aubreyi th 
Menen is another Voltaire—and con. % 
sign The Prevalence of Witches t I}. 
their own personal index of forbid 
den books. A 20th C. praise of prini- 
tivism at the expense of religious be. 
lief and the sincere—if sometimejm Hi 
blundering—efforts of the Westem rh 
world: this is not funny. pa 
Whereas it is true that a novlll fe 
needs no love interest, it does need re 
conflict and action. The Prevalence - 
of Witches is a series of harangua py, 
attacks, counter-attacks, uttered bm , 
muddle-headed individuals, whowi 7h 
strongest is about their own sincerity 
Today, when no one seems ti) 
bother about a sense of form, thei ga, 
declaration that a book is ‘‘beautifi Pe: 
fully written’’ seems rather bizarregy ske 
Perhaps the claim refers to th = 
strangely civilized speech of the mm, 
tive Limbodians and was made ti 
justify the Irish half of Mr. Menen\#¥ ay 
nationality. Perhaps it is picayune tm / 
assert that the publication of certail Ps 
books is a sin against the next papel j,, 
shortage. . . cha: 
Bru 
lem 
of general education by the American Coury out 
cil on Education and is, for the most parm ‘ 
an elaborate compilation of data secured bi tior 
testing and interviewing a large number of side 
students in the twenty or twenty-five pang Cat 
ticipating institutions, a group of collegeg® but 
and universities varying widely in typig lic 
size, and location . . . much that is comm full 
mendable. . . But these . . . good things at f 
weighed down by an amazing conglomet™ hav 
tion of statistical data and an infusion 0 givi 
jargon that make the book an extreme 4 
annoying one to read . . . case history ap 
proach ... is maddening. . .’’ Ho 
AWR 8 
Wil 
ly y 
Pro 
Gettysburg exp 
ed. Earl Schenck Miers § a8 9 
Richard A. Brown Rutgers, $3.5 fin, 
The New York Times: ‘*. . . By selectithi bro: 
with great care articles written by forty i Pro 
two eyewitnesses and by splicing these #™ « 
gether with short, clearly thought-out & toe 
planations, . . . editors have succeeded ¥%% econ 
bringing the battle to life . . . makes a fi 
matic reading. . .’’ bett 
A—HS—SAT A 
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reat Blizzard 
rt E. Idell Holt, $3.00 
Somewhat vulgar and overdone farce based 
on newspaper files about the 1888 snow- 
storm in New York. 
. ve 
‘ irs Apparent 
wrde ouae and Lamar Middleton 
ver P-H, $3.75 
kM Something of a ‘‘quickie’’ for an election 
ig year. Brief biographical sketches of the vice- 
jeff presidents of the United States from John 
~ Adams through Harry S. Truman. The au- 
Ml thors emphasize, perhaps over much, the 
nondescript character of the office and the 
1ay amazing lack of ability of the majority of 
rey the men who have occupied it. The book is 
*@ of the ‘‘curious facts’’ variety and seems 
‘ to have been designed for effortless read- 
OF ing. 
vid- {-HS—SAT —Riley Hughes 
mi- 
be. THIRD PARTY MAN 
mesfe Henry Wallace: The Man and the Myth 
| Dwight Macdonald Vanguard, $2.50 
CT The Sign: ‘*. . . Mr. Wallace emerges as a 
sorry figure and the reader is left with the 
vel fecling that he deserves the drubbing he has 
eed Mm received. ’’ 
net A—SAT—REC 
USB History of the Islamic Peoples 
by Carl Brockelmann Putnam, $6.00 
howie The Commonweal: ‘f....... not only 
rity ie fascinating reading but also a very clear 
"Band concise reference book . . . tells the 
a story of the Near and Middle East from the 
th days of Mohammed until 1938. . . . Mr. 
1ut-# Perlman (translator) ... has added a brief 
arrem™ sketch of the events from 1938 to 1946... 
the rather scanty compared with the German 
author’s foree of presentation. . .’’ 
(“I A—SAT 
e ti 
en A History of the Problems of Education 
1e tii John S. Brubacher MecG-H, $4.00 
tounge Allan P. Farrell in America: ‘‘.. . to avoid 
the risk that a work centering on present- 
Ape day interests may soon be out-dated by 
changing conditions and viewpoints, Dr. 
___§§ Brubacher focuses attention on the prob- 
lems that occur again and again through- 
Cour out history. . . 
pam ‘‘What is at once evident, and excep- 
ed bi tional . . . is not only Dr. Brubacher’s con- 
yer OM siderable knowledge of certain aspects of 
» pa Catholic educational theory and practice, 
liege but the pains he takes to present the Cath- 
typ olie position and contribution fairly and 
comm fully... 
ys at «6 ‘The present reviewer would certainly 
met have .. . close at hand in planning and 
on OM giving a course in educational history.’’ 
emel! — 
ry ap 






How Shall We Pay for Education? 

Seymour E. Harris Harper, $3.00 
William E. McManus in America: ‘‘. . . time- 
ly volume on the economics of education .. . 
Professor Harris has drawn upon his long 
experience as an economist at Harvard and 
4% a consultant to committees on educational 
finance for a few tentative answers to the 
broad economic problems overlooked by the 
President.’s Commission . . . 

“... makes a’strong case for Federal aid 
to education . . . proves that Federal aid is 
‘conomically sound, and this proof is indeed 
a forward step towards the realization of 
better schools for all Americans... .’’ 

4—SAT(WR) 
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Malevolent -- Vindictive 
Portrayal of Farley 


When their purposes are suited by 
so doing, so-called critics vociferously 
denounce book reviewers who ‘‘ review 
the author instead of the book’’. The 
Saturday Review of Literature pro- 
fesses to be a superior medium, and 
is accepted as such by many who seem 
to think their own stature is enhanced 
thereby, but seldom have we seen a 
supposed review in such violent op- 
position to recognized canons as that 
of Jim Farley's Story in the SRL. 

Walter Trohan of The Chicago Tri- 
bune, who helped Farley check ref- 
erences, is called ‘‘malevolent’’. By 
Farley’s own statements, ‘‘no confi- 
dence is too inviolate for him to 
break’’. Farley is a man of ‘‘the pet- 
tiest instincts and motivations’’. No 
eritie could do better than Farley 
himself in portraying his ‘‘shoddy 
and inglorious’’ qualities, his ‘‘ma- 
chinations and malice-steeped frustra- 
tions’’. 

The final paragraph is the give- 
away. Farley had better forget any 
further political aspirations. He is 
‘‘deader than Webster’s famed mack- 
erel that ‘glitters and stinks in the 
moonlight’.”’ 





I Lift My Lamp 

Hertha Pauli & E. B. Ashton 

A-C, $4.00 

The New York Times: ‘*. . . records in 
copious detail the history of the Statue of 
Liberty, as humanitarian symbol, as pub- 
licity stunt and as laborious artifact .. . 
climate of the book is best described as 
electronic . . . as a sustained narrative it 
needs a series of editorial operations too 
dreadful to contemplate. ’’ 

A—HS—WR 


I Never Saw an Arab Like Him 

James A. Maxwell HM, $2.50 
The New York Times: ‘‘. . . fictionalized 
stories of James Maxwell’s wartime experi- 
ences in North Africa ... a fine and inte- 
grated picture of people, time and place... 
style is spare and clean, his sensibilities sub- 
tle and cultivated, his perceptions sharp. 
These thirteen stories combine first-rate pro- 
fessional reporting with sensitive interpreta- 
tion ... Mr. Maxwell . . . takes himself too 
seriously; he displays a slightly adolescent 
reverence toward his own personality ...’’ 

AWR 


Ideas Have Consequences 

Richard M. Weaver Chicago U., $2.75 
Catholic World: ‘*‘One of the most exas- 
perating human types of our time, aside 
from the totalitarian barbarian, is the wor- 
shiper of progress, who expects science to 
solve all problems for him and make him 
happy forever. . . It takes courage and 
philosophical integrity to challenge this 
trend and expose its devastating conse- 
quences for mankind, as Richard M. Weaver 
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does in this book with unanswerable logic 
and lucidity. .. 

‘‘The author presents a program of re- 
generation which is more significant than 
the threat of atomic bombs in that it ap- 
peals not to fear and desperation but to the 
most constructive urges in human nat- 
UNGs 5.687 

A—MSO—F 


I'll Never Go Back: A Red Army 
Officer Talks 

Mikhail Koriakov (tr. Nicholas Wreden) 

Dutton, $3.00 

The New York Times: ‘‘. . . a former Red 
Army officer, tells us of the experiences 
and reflections that caused him to break 
with the Soviet Union .. . a timely docu- 
ment .. . engaging because of its simple 
and frank air of discovery. . .’’ 
America: ‘‘. . . a true inside account of 
how the people within the Russian prison 
live, think and aspire. . .’’ 

A—F—REC 


It’s All in the Family 
Margaret Millar Random, $2.50 
The New York Times: ‘‘. . . Besides the en- 
gaging people and amusing episodes, the 
book is full of nostalgie charm .. .’’ 
A—HS—SAT 


James and Joan 

Anne Fremantle Holt, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘‘. . . a literate historical novel, 
one which is really written (and not slapped 
together) and both presumes the existence 
of, and satisfies, the reader’s intellect. . . 
‘*Miss Fremantle has made her historical 
personages understandable human beings. . . 
It conveys the lustiness of the times and 
shines with the wisdom of the old Faith.’’ 

A—F(WR)—REV (p. 269, Vol. VI) 


Jibby, The Cat 

Felix Salten Messner, $2.50 
The New York Times: ‘‘. . . this rueful lit- 
tle case-history of a female feline’s coming- 
of-age seems more notebook than integrated 
story—a far ery, indeed, from the spell of 
"OS nan?” 
Chicago Tribune: ‘*. . . should quickly join 
Bambi as a classic . . . has deep meaning 
and substance for every age from 10 to 
80... 77 

A—HS—DM 


Johnny Christmas 

Forrester Blake Morrow, $3.00 
Extension: ‘‘. . . pioneer days in the South- 
west. Recommended for adults.’’ 

A—SAT 


Journey in Time 

Blair Niles C-McO, $4.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘, . .Anthology ... com- 
piled by a scholar and an artist . . . about 
the Western Hemisphere. . . 

‘‘A great many of the authors she quotes 
have long been out of print. She unearths 
buried treasure. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


Journey Into Faith: The Anglican Life 
of John Henry Newman 

Eleanor Ruggles Norton, $4.00 
Chicago Tribune: ‘‘. . . an absorbingly in- 
teresting account of Newman’s growth in 
faith . . . a penetrating discussion of New- 
man’s adventures in the realm of spirit, ad- 
ventures which as portrayed here make more 
interesting reading than most adventures in 
the material realm . . . ease of naturalness 
and ...a gift of writing lucidly. ..’’ 

A—F—REC—REV (p. 275, Vol. VI) 
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UNIONS 
The Labor Leader 

Eli Ginsberg Mae, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘*. . Ginsberg sets a high objec- 
tive which he fails to realize . . . to estab- 
lish the principles of leadership from mod- 
ern psychology and sociology. . . The prin- 
ciples . . . are not new. . . The book’s in- 
formation about labor leaders is merely a 
statistical study on the terms of office of 
leaders of ten representative unions. . .’’ 

AWR 
Labor Unions in Action 

Jack Barbash Harper, $3.50 
America: ‘‘, .. He has distilled . . . his own 
rich experience—which includes service with 
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, the In- 
ternational Ladies’ Garment Workers, the 
War Production Board and the Department 
of Labor . . . a very readable book ... 
aimed, I gather, not at scholars but at or- 
dinary folk who are puzzled by union- 
ak 

A—SAT 
The Legend of Henry Ford 

Keith Sward Rinehart, $5.00 
Chicago Tribune: ‘‘. . . For many years the 
press agents of the Ford Motor company 
did their best to put a halo on Henry Ford. 
Mr. Sward has made a painstaking effort 
to take it off ... readers of his book may 
get the idea that the motor magnate was a 
cruel autocrat, an enemy of labor, and a 
foolish, capricious, opinionated and hypo- 
critical man. 

‘*Before accepting this thesis, readers 
may wish to consider that Mr. Sward for- 
merly served as public relations counsel for 
several CIO unions and that his point of 
view obviously is that of a labor union pro- 
pagandist. .. Mr. Sward is described by his 
publishers as a clinical psychologist and 
psychotherapist. .. (He) somehow manages 
to fail to strip Henry Ford of the bases of 
the myths which surrounded his career. 

‘«These bases were the plain facts that 
Ford and his lieutenants put the automobile 
within reach of millions of Americans and 
gave employment for many years to many 
thousands of men who otherwise might have 
been much worse off. . .’’ 

A—DM 
Lenin: A Biography 

David Shub DD, $5.00 
America: ‘*. . . Shub is a former Russian 
citizen . . . who was forced to leave Russia 
and... At present... on the Jewish Daily 
Forward in New York City. . . ‘‘The main 
emphasis ... is . . . on the personality of 
Lenin. . .’’ 

AWR 
A Light in the Window 

Mary Roberts Rinehart Rinehart, $2.75 
The Catholic Transcript: ‘‘. ..a three-gene- 
ration narrative which is dull and unorigi- 
nal. .. There is a semblance of argument 
in favor of the notion that what is wrong 
and injurious to a marriage is not the fact 
of infidelity, but keeping it secret from one’s 
spouse. A strange code, this, and wisdom of 
a low order.’’ 

A—U 
Lost Boundaries 

W. L. White HB, $1.50 
George H. Dunne in The Commonweal: 
‘<<... story of a boy who did not learn until 
he was sixteen ... that he was a Negro... 
His father and mother were Negroes, but 
neither their children nor their neighbors 
knew it. . . 


‘“‘The tragedy ... is that it is a true 


story . . . told the story without embellish- 
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ment, without rhetoric. He points no morals, 
draws no conelusions . . . a erushing indict- 
ment of the pattern of prejudice which does 
such murderous things to the human spirit.’’ 
Chicago Tribune: ‘‘. . . may well become 
widely discussed, symbolizing as it does the 
extremity, the complexity, the morbidity of 
the Negro’s adjustment to life . .. both 
tragic and true... a simple, unobtrusive 
prose style .. . confronts us with the awe- 
some dichotomy between our ideals and ac- 
tions.’’ 


A—F—REC 


SATIRE ON U.S. MORES 
The Loved One 

Evelyn Waugh LB, $2.50 
The New York Times: ‘*. . . a wicked book 
... the locale... is Hollywood, (but) it is 
not filmdom that he takes in hand, but the 
American ethos, particularly as it is revealed 
in the burial customs and tribal death cere- 
monials. In these, Mr. Waugh finds a touch- 
stone for the mass-mind of America... 
Waugh is no chauvinist; his cartoon of the 
British in Hollywood is a small, autonomous 
and hilarious satire on the colonist in the 
outpost ... (studies) at first hand the omni- 
potent methods of Whispering Glades, a de 
luxe burial park . .. a paralyzing and pur- 
gatorious journey. . . 

««” , . treatment . .. is uninhibited, and 
wickedly funny. . . But... he does not 
think death and burial in the least funny. 
He does think comic—and ugly—the way in 
which death and grief are betrayed. . . 

‘*... thesis . . . that American tribal pat- 
terns of love and death are profoundly in- 
human. Whether this inhumanity is at the 
root of our culture or whether it is a luxuri- 
ant and stifling overgrowth does not alter 
the validity of the satire. . .’’ 

AWR 


The Lower Town 

Roger Lemelin R & H, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘*...a triangle involving two 
young men, boyhood friends, who love the 
same girl .. . [plot] subsidiary to the sec- 
ond concern of the novelist; namely, to por- 
tray and criticize a state of things in which 
the parish dominates the lives of all who 
belong to it and... denies them the oppor- 
tunity for adult development because of the 
narrowness of an autocratic clergy and the 
prevalence of a childish, pietistic, and xeno- 
phobic mentality. At these conditions Mr. 
Lemelin lashes out vigorously, indeed 
furiously ... 

‘*. . . the honest reader must admit that 
the author has, however unincisively, fumbled 
toward a real and important truth; i. e., that 
piety and external conformity are never the 
fullness of Christian living, and now, at 
this decisive moment in modern history, ate 
woefully inadequate. . .’’ 

A—DM 


Malabar Farm 

Louis Bromfield 

(il. Kate Lord) 
America: ‘‘, . . an important . . . valuable 
. . . delightful book . . . commands the at- 
tention of anybody interested in agriculture, 
hence of everybody. . . 

‘*The author specializes in grass farm- 
ing ... because he is sure that over-diversifi- 
cation (e. g. in poultry and fruit) is econom- 
ically unsound in today’s mechanized econ- 
omy. The greater the diversification, the 
greater is the outlay for machinery, and the 
less chance there is for any one crop to pay 
for its production cost. . . 


Harper, $3.75 
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‘*The book is worth the study of all run 
America, farm clubs, cte., and it promisg 


both profit and pleasure to any reader.’ R 

A—HS—REC " 
The Masquerade in Spain on 

Charles Foltz, Jr. HM, $4.0 ® 
Chicago Tribune: ‘‘The title... is designii ™ 
to suggest .. . that Franco and nearly gj ul 
the regimes in Spain since the end of thm * 
15th century have been the instruments of 2 


an exploiting oligarchy composed of nobil 
ity, army, and elergy. . . 
‘ 





















‘. . . he declares that Communists hayi MN 
never been numerous and that their infix F 
ence in the republig would have been of lt} V 
tle consequence if England, France, and th 
United States had not withheld their assist 
ance at the critical period and left Russi J 
as the -only recourse of the liberals ym “ 
counteract the aid given to Francisa™ th 
Franco by Hitler and Mussolini.’’ cr 

A—DM A 
Mathilde Zr 

Leonhard Frank S&S, $3.0 8 

(tr. W. R. Trask) | 
Condensed from review by Mary MeNeil. 
‘... with Freudian overtones the author sub | 
scribes to the fallacies that happiness i W: 
marriage matters more than marriage itslif% of 
and that the logical solution to failure i . 
marriage is to try again with another par: M 
ner. Mathilde with her ‘fairy-tale’ heart, he : 
symbolic dreams and visions, her emotion) 
immaturity, is held up as an ideal, an & A 
ample of ‘uncorrupted womanhood’. ., Wi 
Though by no means poorly written, basi ? 
ally has nothing better to offer than be 
average drugstore novel. . .’’ ber 

A—DIS 

ear 
Melissa amt 


Taylor Caldwell Seribner, $3.4) Chr 
Chicago Tribune: ‘‘. . . It is true that i of 
this book only the meanest and basest (i Wit 


human qualities dominate most of the chug and 
acters . . . there have been plenty of wim tem 
lovable characters in books’ who _ hav reli 
wrenched the heart of the world. . . The as 
live because they were the essence of li 4 
even its bitter essence. The men and womtl 
in ‘Melissa’ aren’t.’’ The 
A—DM - 
TENNESSEE TO TOTAL WAR § ean 
The Memoirs of Cordell Hull shi 


2 Vol., Mae, $109 y. 
The Commonweal: ‘‘The political career 















the wartime Secretary of State...inwm 4 
adorned detail .. . 1,800 pages . . . a qui 

ter century in Congress .. . direetly-told ..@ Th 
will be of particular interest to the profeg 1 
sional historian, . .’’ The 
America: ‘‘. . . a comprehensive, objectiryy® pov 
almost judicial record of events . . . brig anu 
unambiguous appraisal of the key men 0 of: 
the era...‘‘His dislike of Morgen gre 
Wallace, Ickes and many of the New De to 
ers is unconcealed. . .’’ hea 
The New York Times: ‘*. . . among tm Stor 
most important (memoirs) of our time ..: 4 
careful but very readable narrative, um No 
peded by extensive quotations from 40 ( 
mentary material . . . writes of Roosevelt The 
‘one of the greatest social reformers in WH ),. 


modern history,’ an ‘outstanding’ OH, 
mander in Chief and a man with no ‘eM 4) 
temporary rival in political skill.’ . . . mak 
misses the sort of reappraisal in the )§ eloq 
of later developments to be found im MM). 4 


memoirs of Henry L. Stimson. One is ®% j,,; 


with the impression that Hull still # ton 
he was always right. . .’’ who 
A—SAT 
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i= The Meaning of Treason 

Rebecca West Viking, $3.50 
Robert Wilberforce in The Catholic World: 
“«« . , as journalism .. . excellent ... as 
an objective picture of the trials of Joyce 
and Amery ... the book could hardly be 
more dramatic ... but the end of a man 
like Joyce, for instance, was not on the 
gallows on a cold winter morning described 
so vividly by Miss West. That was ‘merely 
the beginning. . .’’ 

A—F—REVD (p. 231, Vol. V1) 


nin Memoirs of a Secret Agent of 

uj Free France 

litt Vol. I: 1940-1942 

the Remy (tr. Lancelot C. Sheppard) 

st: Whit, $4.00 

sum Joseph McSorley in The Catholic World: 

tm ‘‘... an autobiographical sketch, narrating 

som the author’s adventures as head of the se- 
eret intelligence group of the Free French 

.. may be offered unhesitatingly to any 

reader who loves adventure and admires un- 

3 ge selfish idealism. ’’ 


A—F 
“ill: My Uncle and Miss Elizabeth 
sub Robert Parrish Beechhurst, $2.75 


3 if Would-be Proustian recapturing of the past 
tei of an introspective young man. 
¢ it A—FIO 


‘ My Uncle Jan 
? Joseph Auslander and Audrey 
Wurdemann LG, $2.75 
America: ‘‘A Bohemian settlement in the 
. Wisconsin of fifty vears ago... a novel 
composed of mishaps and menus in slightly 
unequal parts. . . 
 . , constant emphasis on quaintness, 
earthiness and eccentricity makes the book 
amusing but lightweight reading .. . the 
$3§ Christianity of New Bohemia is too much 
at im of a piece with its contrived local color. 
st (i Without distinguishing between orthodoxy 
chai and mere formalism, the authors have at- 
f wim tempted to escape the latter by investing 
hat religion with superstition, laxity, and even 
iti 4 suggestion of venality. ..’’ 
Elif AWR 


tf The National Road 
Philip D. Jordan Bobbs, $4.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*. .. fifth in the Ameri- 
R can Trails series under the general editor- 
me tip of Jay Monaghan . . . the history of 
$1098 U.S. Highway 40, once a wilderness trail 
eer"... excellent index and bibliography. . .’’ 

m A—HS—F 


ona 





The Nazarovs 

Markoosha Fischer Harper, $3.00 
The New York Times: ‘*. . . a book of 
powerful emotional content . .. a kind of 
animated essay on the absolute corruptions 
of absolute power, on the assassination of a 
great hope . . . a warning to free peoples 
to remain alert and strong .. . grinds a 
heavy axe in this militantly anti-Stalinist 
story, but it is one that is deadly sharp.’’ 

A—SAT 


No Son of Mine 
G. B. Stern Mae, $3.50 
The New York Times: ‘*. . . Miss Stern 
A has set out to say her say about Robert 
be is Stevenson by indirection in a fear- 
Y ingenious full-length novel. But she 
e lig Mtkes an absolutely persuasive and very 
in # floquent critical tribute stagger undcr the 
is load of a not-so-persuasive fable. . . Her 
device for getting at the reality of Steven- 
on is an unlettered fortyish foundling .. . 
Who discovers . . . that he has a startling 
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corporeal resemblance to [R.L.S.]. This re- 
semblance he deliberately sets out to ex- 
ploit by palming himself off as R.L.S.’s 
illegitimate son and blandly accepting the 
largesse that is bound to be forced on 
hiss .”* 


A—F(WR) 


Normandy to the Baltic 
Field Marshal the Viscount Montgomery 
of Alamein HM, $5.00 
The Commonweal; ‘*, . . a magnificent op- 
erations report . .. amply provided with 
inaps and situation reports . .. carries the 
reader through the European campaign with 
a kind of overwhelming thoroughness. . . 
‘¢... mainly the story of 21 Army Group, 
but . . . covers the action of the Americans, 
briefly but rather completely. His whole 
tone is that of a lecturer at a command and 
general staff school, and he is a very thor- 
ough lecturer indeed. . .’’ 


Paul Kiniery in America: ‘*. . . Those in- 

terested in the technical details of the war 

will like the book much better than will the 

average reader. Excellent maps. . .’’ 
A—SAT 


One Page Is Missing 

Hans Yaray (tr. Elizabeth Hapgood) 

: Holt, $3.00 
Case-history of boy's psychological impedi- 
ments and how he overcame them. 

A—DM 


Other Voices, Other Rooms 

Truman Capote Random, $2.75 
Harold C. Gardiner in America; ‘‘. . . the 
elements for which the book has been so 
widely praised are the very ones which defi- 
nitely rule the work out as a piece of 
genuine literature. ’’ 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . nebulous and often 
weird first novel by a gifted and polished 
twenty-three-year-old Southerner whose chief 
talent lies in an unusual ability to create 
a gossamer mood of horror, perversity and 
poetic somnambulism . experiment in 
symbols and images. . . 

A—DM 


9) 





The Outer Edges 

Charles Jackson Rinehart, $2.75 
America: ‘*, . . an examination into the 
effects of a brutal and moronic murder on 
people of varying social strata who were 
to some degree, somehow, touched by the 
crime. . 

‘¢. . . Those who are not rich and rotten 
suburbanites are poor and foul-mouthed, 
with the one exception of the father whom 
the tragedy strikes, and his wife, confined in 
a tuberculosis sanatorium, and an utterly 
incredible priest, who does the finest job of 
jabbering pious cliches that I have read for 
ages. 

‘*. . . a wry examination of false val- 
UER.07? 


Chicago Tribune: ‘‘... As the book stands, 

many of ‘its pages are likely to stir up the 

very reactions which, on other pages, seem 

to be regarded as socially pernicious.’’ 
A—DIS 


The Papacy and European Diplomacy 
1867-1878 
Lillian Parker Wallace 
U. of N. Carolina, $6.00 
The serious student of diplomacy will find 
this book a helpfully detailed study of a 
troubled period in the pontificate of Pius 


7\ 


Bishop Praises America’s 
‘Democratic Capitalism’ 


‘‘The strongest case of all can be 
made out for the American ‘demo- 
cratic capitalism’ system, Bishop 
Bartholomew Eustace of Camden de- 
e'ared in a discussion of the three dis- 
tinct forms of government now pre- 
vailing in the world. . . 

‘‘The three forms of government, 
Bishop Eustace said, are Communism 
as practiced in Soviet Russia, demo- 
eratie socialism as practiced in Bri- 
tain and American democratic cap- 
italism. 

‘‘Remedies for the abuses existing 
in the world are not to be found in 
Britain’s Socialism, the prelate said. 
They can’t be found there any more 
than in Russia’s Communism. . . and 
pointed to America’s ‘demoeratie eap- 
italism”’ as the system in whieh all 
free men ean thrive and develop. 

‘*There are weaknesses in our sys- 
tem... There are some injustices . . . 
Yet, withal, the strongest case of all 
can be made for it. . .”’ 

—The Tablet, Brooklyn 





IX. The whole harrassing business of Na- 
poleon III’s ventures in Italy, the rise of 
the Italian state, and Bismarck’s Kultur- 
kampf is of importance to the historian and 
the student of today’s Europe. The student 
will need to read the book with extreme 
care, for the author’s attempt at objectivity 
does not prevent her from regarding the 
affairs of the Holy See and the Church 
solely in a secular light, as her reiterated 
phrase ‘‘the papal cause’’ serves to show. 
There is a most unfortunate attitude toward 
miracles and a distressing misrepresentation 
of the apparition of Our Lady of La Sa- 
lette. Mrs. Wallace gets the name wrong 
and her facts too. 
—Riley Hughes 
A—MSO—WR 


LITERARY GUILD 
Parris Mitchell of Kings Row 

Henry and Katherine Bellamann 

S&S, $3.00 

Extension: ‘*, . . intended to be a sympa- 
thetic study of the problems confronting a 
psychiatrist in a small town at a time when 
the practice of psychiatry was looked upon 
with suspicion . . . almost everyone in the 
book needs psychiatric treatment and gets 
ee 

‘*«. . . even those who might read it to 
recapture the vicarious thrills they got from 
Kings Row will be wasting their time.’’ 


The Commonweal: ‘*. . . ‘Kings Row’ con- 
veyed murder, incest, sadism, and sudden 
death . . . now we have a decapitation with 
a cleaver, a compulsion victim who bays at 
the moon, and a little boy who drowns on 
his birthday to shower guilt complexes on 
his survivors . . . there is neither good nor 
evil, but there is (shades of Babbitt and his 
ilk) service. . . 

‘*Some of the old characters reappear; 
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Father Donovan .. . is as fuzzily out of 
focus as he was before and still opposing 
Protestant formalism by what is fondly be- 
lieved to be Catholic mysticism. But the 
whole thing is blurred. . .’’ 

A—DIS 


The Path of Thunder 

Peter Abrahams Harper, $2.75 
Novel of caste and race problems in South 
Africa; not at all like Cry, the Beloved 
Country, and not half so fine in projection, 
but it makes its points, and they need mak- 
ing again and again. 

A—DM 


Patterns of Union-Management 
Relations 

Frederick H. Harbison and Robert 

Dubin Science Research, $3.75 

America: ‘‘For approximately a decade 
both General Motors and Studebaker have 
been unionized. . . At Studebaker, indus- 
trial relations have proceeded on an even 
keel. There has been argument, conflict of 
interest, but never a strike. . . Why the 
difference? . .. Harbison and Dubin of the 
Industrial Relations Center of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago decided to find out. . . 

‘¢ Although all the workers at the Stude- 
baker plant in South Bend belong to Local 
5, there is no union shop. . . The fact that 
the authors have made their analysis purely 
in terms of power and self-interest explains 
the pessimism implicit in their conclusions. 
It explains, too, why they see little promise 
in labor-management cooperation. . .’’ 

AWR 


LITERARY GUILD 


Peony 

Pearl 8. Buck Day, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘*... theme . .. assimilation of 
a handful of Jews to the Chinese mass after 
their sensible abandonment of the Jewish 
religion. . . y 

‘Ag a novel, this work is negligible, halt, 
and crudely manipulated. The principal 
point of interest . . . the thesis that the 
Jewish religion is artificial and arbitrary, 
causing Jews all the trouble they have 
known for centuries and bringing them no 
benefit. . . 

‘‘The author takes it for granted that 
Jewish monotheism is outmoded nonsense, 
that self-sufficient humanity is the supreme 
being, that man’s destiny is compassed by 
the sensate world. . .’’ 

A—DIS 


Personal Equation 

Albert Guerard Norton, $3.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . the record of the 
americanization of a man whose kind has 
been rare in later immigration to this coun- 
try ... it is a pleasure to recommend the 
book as a challenge to all those Americans 
who measure their way of life by blind 
acquiesence to conformity, fear, ignorance, 
and hysteria.’’ 


A President Is Many Men 

Merriman Smith Harper, $2.75 
The New York Times: ‘‘. . . myriads of 
details and colorful anecdotes about the 
people around a President . . . unfortunate- 
iy, the writing . . . has something of the 
caliber of a not-too important newspaper 
story produced under an early deadline... 
a gossipy introduction to the world behind 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Taxes & Little Business 


In a previous issue, we said that 
unless there is a change of thinking, 
smaller businesses would be forced 
out of business, leaving the field to 
the large corporations. Our remarks 
allow some opposition. 

Speaking to a press association, 
Senator O’Mahoney of Wyoming say's 
that monopoly has continued to grow 
and that there is a consequent i- 
erease in the concentration of eco- 
nomie and political power. Big cou- 
panies are buying up little enter- 
prises, and tax exempt agencies are 
buying up businesses and taking thera 
off the tax rolls. To avoid bankruptey, 
the Senator says, ‘‘The Government 
must pay as much as it can on the 
National Debt, until the latter is less 
than the national income. We cannot 
have free enterprise, peace and pri- 
vate property by traveling the road 
to monopolies.”’ 

At the same time, another speaker 
was telling another association that if 
we keep killing off the little busi- 
nesses through high taxes, consolida- 
tions and mergers, the American way 
will give way to the Russian way. The 
little fellow is the best bet. Increase 
his number, give him a free market 
and you won’t need to worry about 
the big fellows. 

The present destruction of com- 
petitive independent enterprise is 
laying a firm foundation for totalt- 
tarianism, 





those iron gates at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave- 
mee: 65” 
A—HS—SAT 


The Preparatory Schools and Religion 
in our Time: A Symposium 

(YMC) Association, $2.00 
America: ‘*. . . eloquent in its emphasis on 
the urgent need for religious education and 
in its emphasis on humility and craftsman- 
ship in the teacher. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


The Pursuit of Robert Emmet 

Helen Landreth Whit, $3.75 
Sign: ‘*. .. Authoress Landreth found evi- 
dence to prove that the British Government 
fomented the uprising of 1803 which was 
led by Robert Emmet. . . William Pitt even 
selected the unsuspecting Emmet to lead the 
revolt. .. At the very moment of revolt, the 
attempt was frustrated. . . 

‘*The book is a primer in the machina- 
tions of a bigoted, corrupt, and vicious gov- 
ernment . .. well written and thoroughly 
documented contribution to history.’’ 

A—FAV—REVD (p. 229, Vol. VI) 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 
Raintree County 
Ross Lockridge, Jr. H M, $3.95 
The Sign: ‘*. .. It is its unbridled sensual- 
ity which will sell this novel, not its artistic 
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excellence or its dramatic worth . . . its ob. Si 
scenity and blasphemous rantings overbal- 
ance its microscopic virtues. . . The book is 


likely to be an occasion of sin for most. , ,” 
A—DIS—REV (p. 201, Vol. V1) p> 

. . id 
Russia and the Russians ii 


Edward Crankshaw Viking, $3.00 In 
America: ‘*, . . Undistinguished by scholar @ ™ 
ship, irritatingly repetitious, obviously hast 4 
ily written... has all the defects of the 
ephemeral prognostications of our news — © 
paper pundits... mi 

**The author’s sympathies . . . compd 
the reviewer to find it lacking in detach 
ment ... the evil of Marxian ‘cultism’ ig | 
portrayed, but the over-all severe criticism & ta! 
is watercd down by an unbounded confidence 
in the collective genius of Soviet polity, , .” 

A—DM Sc 


Russia in Flux q 

Sir John Maynard Mae, $6.50 P° 
The Sign: ‘‘The author ... is a distin ie 
guished British scholar who spent long yean : 
















with the Indian Civil Service, but also many “ 
times visited Russia. His purpose is, first, E 
to show continuity in Russian history, ps 
despite the cataclysm of the revolution; and, pe 
second, to prove that freedom is divided be 
tween West and East, the former granti yor 
legal and political equality and the latte—e *“ 
economic equality. . . 
‘*. . . he hardly achieves his objectives Th 
There is continuity in Russian history, but 
it is manifested mainly in the resistance of } 
the Russian people against the Communism 7 
experiment. . . As to freedom based on eo *! 
nomic (equality) ... the author’s thesis ism 
refuted in his own terms.’’ any 
A—DM tor 
sen! 
3 Sou 
A Russian Journal P 
John Steinbeck (photos Robert Capa) 
Viking, $3.75 The 
America: ‘‘. . . From a political viewpoin,— 4 
Mr. Steinbeck’s book is ill-timed and m§ 7, 
leading. From it an uninformed reade quil 
might easily draw the conclusion that J jo 
the fuss about Russian non-cooperation i };, 
an invention of American generals and Wal ;,.) 
Street bankers. Mr. Steinbeck tells hor only 
good and cooperative are those Russiat® .. 
whom he saw! ...’’ gan 
A—DM 4 
who 
The Shrouded Woman sent 
Maria-Luisa Bombal FS, $2.53% Hay 


The New York Times: ‘‘.. . Her characte fica 
a multitude of women of seduction and may Am 
of violence . . . her novel both implies aul ‘he 
conceals a wealth of unsavory matter... ™*" 
The plot... is constructed like a genealog: 
cal table of extra-marital relations. Thowg )a 
concerned seem to suffer from Chilean sit the 
stroke, but they are a trifle under 
posed. ..’’ 
A-DIS 


4 

The 

Jo 

Six Seconds a Year (a 
Frederick Laing Crowell, $3.0! 

The Catholic Transcript: ‘‘ Questionable # Pe | 

its political implications and raw in its ! inter 
piction of sex... has the merit of WH » 
veying the operation and the irrational that 

of high pressure selling and the whole Versi 
bridled capitalistic system of which it #% 
part... stal 
A-DIS 4 


some very messy stuff.’’ 
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Something’s Got to Give 


Marion Hargrove Sloane, $3.00 



















































The Sign: ‘‘Radio suffers another going 

y over .. - Joe Dobbs and Chuck Bartlet .. . 

young, struggling writers . . . hit on the 
jdea of a radio program in which they will 
diseuss the art of handling small children. 

) @ In no time . . . The Dobbs home is over- 
pom... Its whole atmosphere . . . changed, 
4 decidedly for the worse. . . 
he ‘‘Joe contrives an escape; the program 
5 comes to an end; ... Mr. Hargrove has 

made this believable and amusing... 
el ‘‘The fast-moving story has an air of 
h.@ Wholesomeness which is occasionally pol- 
ig luted by profanity and the implied accep- 
mm tance of contraceptive practice as proper.’’ 
ce AWR 

” ! 
' Son of the Moon 

Joseph G. Hitrec Harper, $3.50 

The Catholic Transcript: ‘‘India .. . Har- 

spe Per Prize novel . . . conflict between local 

"tradition and Western ideas. . . Protracted, 

iH dense, sluggish. . . Sensuality is too vividly 
Pe deseribed. ’’ 

i i 
TB Fetension: ‘*. . . Picture of Indian life is 
;@ too confined to the higher castes to be in- 
nd, formative. . . Except for a few rousing 
Md street fights, the book never gets out of low 

gear,’’ 
tter A—DM 
ves, 

buf 2h South, Old and New 
e of Francis Butler Simkins Knopf, $6.00 
nite Zhe Commonweal: ‘‘. . . Simkins has read 
er wl the authorities and made himself a mas- 
is se ‘er of all the statistics . . . nowhere reveals 

anything like either originality or imagina- 
tion... Fearful of putting together a single 
sentence of his own about any aspect of the 
South. . .’’ 
) A—SAT 
$3.9 The Southern Americas 
oi Abel Plenn Creative Age, $4.00 
mH The Catholic World: ‘‘... represents a crazy 
ead quilt of commentary and selected source 
t al material . . . author, already notorious for 
on ¥B his Wind in the Olive Trees, proposes ‘to 
Wall tell a story’, he is successful in this purpose 
a only to the extent that he interlards his dis- 





course with large doses of Marxian propa- 
ganda, . . 

“Ts it astonishing . . . that Mr. Plenn, 
who did his worst to belittle and mis-repre- 
sent war-time Ambassador Carlton J. H. 
Hayes in Spain, should claim, without quali- 
fieation that ‘the people of the other Latin 
American countries . . . were concerned over 
the abandonment of the Roosevelt policy to- 
ward the U.S.S.R.’. .. 

‘“. . . Aping the men in the Kremlin, 
preaches a ‘credo of hate and destruction ’— 
the eredo of Red Facism. . .’’ 

4A—DIS 
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The Stilwell Papers 
Joseph W. Stilwell Sloane, $4.00 
(arr. § ed. Theodore W. White) 

The New York Times: ‘*. . . together with 

Mr. White’s skillful connecting paragraphs 



















its Om make the most provocative and steadily 
if ¢ luteresting narrative we have yet had from a 
‘onal figure in the second World War—and one 
ole wm “** will surely be among the most contro- 
it ioe . what truly makes the book a 





Slecess is its evocation of tragedy. Tragedy 
— every paragraph here. . .’’ 
—F 








BOOKS ON TRIAL 


The Story of American Railroads 
Stewart H. Holbrook Crown, $4.50 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . a good picture of 
the whole subject . . . too crowded with de- 
i | Si 
A—SAT 


Stronghold 

Donald B. Chidsey DD, $3.00 
Involved, slickly plotted romance of early 
U.S.A.—its War of 1812 and ship-building 
industry. Morally spotted and otherwise not 
too consequential. 

A—DM 


The Stubborn Wood 

Emily Harvin Z-D, $3.00 
Inside stuff on mental hospitals of this coun- 
try—private and state—with plenty of 
shocking and presumably documented ma- 
terial held together by a weak and incred- 
ible plot. 

A—DIS 


LITERARY GUILD 


The Tamarack Tree 

Howard Breslin Whit, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘‘. . . 1840... presidential cam- 
paign . . . some twenty thousand people 
gathered on Stratton Mountain, Vermont, to 
hear Daniel Webster speak. . . The gather- 
ing itself and its effects on the little com- 
munity are Mr. Breslin’s subject. 

««. . . aside from catching the peculiar 
atmosphere of the Vermont village and 
some of the excitement of the rally, Mr. 
Breslin has done little of moment with his 
materials . - many threaded narrative, 
bright and brisk, but without probing or 
profundity ... often bawdy. . .’’ 

A—DM 


Temper the Wind 
Clyde Brion Davis 
A stupid, gross and 
Wyoming. 

A—DIS 


Lipp, $2.75 
immature novel of 


That Winter 


Merle Miller Sloane, $3.00 
Information: ‘‘. . . His novel . . . attempts 
to disclose the neuroses, the moral and emo- 
tional problems and conflicts of the present 
post-war people . . the stoy of three 
young veterans in New York, of their 
thoughts and deeds during the winter fol- 
lowing their discharge from the service. . . 
They all drink far too much, escape from 
their own futility too readily by too many 
parties. .. Mr. Miller has wasted his efforts 
on a false supposition. This time there is 
no lost generation; there is only a lost 
world. ’’ 

AWR 


There Was a Little Man 

Guy §& Constance Jones Random, $2.50 
Un-nourishing concatenation of huckster- 
spirituality & Celtic mythology; otherwise 
quite stereotyped in character & orthodox in 
situation, says Thomas Sugrue in the New 
York Times. 

A—FIO 


Tobias Brandywine 
Dan Wickenden 


Morrow, $3.00 
The Catholic World: **. 


. . The author has 


drawn a finely sympathetic character with- 
out sacrificing reality, and Tobias is to be 
read without hesitation, and, in these days, 
with gratitude.’’ i 
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America: ‘*. . . It is difficult to indicate 
how pleasant a book this is without making 
harsh comparisons with so much of the cur- 
rent output that is torturous, humorless and 
morbid. . .’’ 


The Sign: ‘*... He has done well in char- 

acter delineation and especially well in con- 

veying the delights and heart-break of youth 

. .. provides pleasant entertainment. ’’ 
A—F 


Toward World Peace 

Henry Wallace R & H, $1.75 
The Saturday Review of Literature: ‘*... 
Clearly (Mr. Wallace) .. . is no Communist; 
for he reveals a woeful ignorance of the 
fundamentals of the Communist creed. But 
it is none the less apparent that. . . he is 
now engaged in peddling the party line for 
the confusion of the naive and the ill-in- 
formed. 

‘¢. . . echoing so faithfully the editorial 
column of the Datly Worker . . . presents a 
totally distorted picture of the American 
scene. In his jaundiced view, policy is larg- 
ely determined by reactionary capitalists 
eager to send their sons into the holocaust 
of war. 

‘‘His program for peace is little more 
than a plea for capitulation to the most ex- 
treme Soviet demands. . .’’ 


In a second review of this same book Saul 
K. Padover in The Saturday Review of Lit- 
erature says: ‘‘. . . I have rarely read a 
book . . . so glowing with a righteous cause 
. . packed with true observations ... a 
man afire with a erusade for peace and 
plenty . . . makes more sense than most of 
his detractors .. . he has a world vision . 
profoundly moral . . . deeply religious . . . 
he speaks with the voice of conscience. . .’’ 
A—FIO 


Unpromised Land 

Burton E. Martin Ives, $3.50 
Condensed from review by Daniel T. Mit- 
chell: ‘‘. . . inoffensive novel . . . very 
little to recommend it. . . Neither the sub- 
ject nor the handling is apt to satisfy the 
reader who expects a story of some signifi- 
eance out of the vital European refugee 
problem. . . Hero, a former Hungarian sol- 
dier, relates his experiences in the DP camp 
at the Adriatic Santa Cesarea, whither have 
come Jewish refugees on their way to the 
Promised Land of old. . . Has its share of 
love, exciting episodes, effective realism, but 
. . . the dialogue is insidiously simple .. . 
Structure of the novel is weakened when the 
narrator is allowed to dominate the earlier 
part by too much imposition of his own 
careful and fervent self. One wishes that Mr. 
Martin were a little more conscious of 
Medias res. . .”’ 

AWR 


World Communism Today 

Martin Ebon Whit, $4.50 
Rev. James M. Gillis, C.S.P., in The Tablet: 
««. . . some 500 pages of text and 42 pages 
more of bibliography and appendix. The or- 
igin, development and present status of 
Communism in 30 individual countries are 
deseribed. In addition there is a ‘roundup’ 
of all South America, of the Southeast Pa- 
of Christ’s teaching to men. . .’’ 
A—HS—F 
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ARTS & POETRY 


American Children through Their 
Books, 1700-1835 

Monica Kiefer (Sister M. Monica, O.P.) 

Penn., $3.50 

The New York Times: ‘‘. . . scholarly sur- 
vey of the fearful if not exactly wonderful 
reading-fare of the American child during 
the eighteenth and early nineteenth cen- 
turies . . . an interpretation, based on his 
books, of the American child’s changing 
status in the home, school and church of 
that period, and of the causative factors of 
his gradual liberation from a kind of mental 
serfdom ... Thorough ... but lightened by 
a refreshing irony ... a revelatory study 
of the American child’s gradual progress to- 
ward freedom and self-expression. . .’’ 

A—F 


The American Language. 
Supplement Two 
H. L. Mencken Knopf, $7.50 
Expanded materials of infinite fascination 
for anyone who loves words, whether layman 
or semanticist. 
A—SAT 


An Anthology of Irish Verse 

ed. Padraic Colum Liveright, $2.49 
Chicago Tribune: ‘‘, . . not just a reprint, 
but a revised edition of Colum’s authorita- 
tive anthology, first published in 1922... 
Colum’s introduction will serve as an ex- 
planation of both the Gaelic tradition and 
the poetry written by Irish writers without 
the support of that tradition. . 

A—HS—F 


Art and Faith: Letters between Jacques 
Maritain and Jean Cocteau 

Phil. Lib., $2.75 
America: ‘*. . . a fascinating illumination 
of the intellectual and spiritual association 
of two of France’s great modern writers 
and thinkers. . .’’ 

A—VG 


Collected Papers 

R. A. L. Smith LG, $2.75 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . a series of scholar- 
ly papers dealing with economic and finan- 
cial innovations of medieval Benedictine 
monasteries in England . . . a spritely essay 
on Lord Acton, the intransigeant Catholic 


historian. . . A memoir by David Knowles 
precedes the papers.’’ 
A—SAT 


Collected Poems 

Sister M. Madeleva Mae, $2.75 
The New York Times: ‘‘. . . her gifts lie 
in the direction of the nineteenth-century 
women poets who filled the better antholo- 
gies with charming and sincere though un- 
distinguished notes of piety . . . she has 
gifts of her own, simple and happy gifts 
of expression, a disarming cheerfulness 
amounting to gaiety that is rare in verse 
of this kind. Occasionally she achieves what 
Dr. Johnson would have admired as an easy 
‘sublimity’. . . Her faults . .. the faults 
of most of the traditional women poets 
who do not strive for originality in diction 


or meter and who are not conscious 
artists. . . 
A—HS—FAV 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 
Art In Our Schools 


When we look at literature and the 
other arts as they relate to Christ and 
the life of faith to determine what 
the arts should be and how our 
schools should teach them, the central 
fact, the luminous truth which dwarfs 
all others is the relation of art to the 
moral order. For the arts imitate 
human character, human action, pas- 
sion and thought, and consequentiv 
are bound up intrinsically and ines- 
capably with the moral order. . . And 
since morality changes as man’s rela- 
tion to God alters, it follows that only 
by seeing the arts ultimately in a 
theological light can the very matter 
of poetry or any other art be under- 
stood. 

But in contemporary teaching the 
arts are studied in every possible way 
but in relation to morality. Emphasis 
is laid on technique, material struc- 
ture, or on historical, biographical 
and philological considerations, ani 
in this our Catholie schools are slavish 
imitators; but the moral issue is 
sedulously avoided. It should be ap- 
parent how advantageous this is to 
Satan when that which primarily corn- 
cerns him in the arts is left unmolest- 
ed as being extrinsic to the aesthetic 
order, .. 

—from ‘*The Devil in Education’”’, 

by Wm, Davey; April, 1948, 
‘*Integrity’’. 





The Saturday Review of Literature: ‘*... 
Sister Madeleva has maintained not merely 
a high standard in ideals and piety, but a 
fascinating perfection of form, and a satis- 
fying surety of technique. . 

‘*. ., in numerous ... poems of outdoor 
life, she adds a new delight to the experi- 
ence of the casual observer . . . in her per- 
sonal poems of love . . . she makes strong- 
est appeal. ..’’ 

A—HS—E 


A Complete Guide to Drawing, 
Illustrating, Cartooning and Painting 
Gene Byrnes and A. Thornton Bishop 
S&S, $5.95 
The Commonweal; ‘‘ Abundantly illustrated 
. ‘manual for beginners, amateurs and 
professionals’. . . more than 700 examples 
and ‘step-by-step’ lessons by 138 artists 
... leans heavily toward commercial art... 
an extremely interesting book to have. . .’’ 
A—HS—F 


Hart Crane 

Brom Weber Bodley, $4.00 
The Commonweals ‘‘The intentions of Mr. 
Weber’s ‘biographical and critical study’ 
seem pretty unclear... sampling of a num- 
ber of things but follows nothing down a 
long straight line . . . no considerable addi- 
tion to what we have known thus far about 
Hart Crane .. . the general result .. . very 
lumpy reading.’’ 

A—DM 
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Echoes of the Hunting Horn 

Stanislaus Lynch D-A, $4.) 
America: ‘*, . . delightful book. . , 
writes of hunting, racing, the Dublin Hory 
Show, . .. ete... . always with an appr 
ciative eye on the beauties of his ‘Trig 
woodland.’ ’’ 

A—FAV—REV (p. 205, Vol. VI) 


George Eliot: Her Life and Books 
Gerald Bullett Yale U., $3.7} 
Francis Hackett in The New York Times: 
‘¢. . . far from exhaustive ... has a soun/ 
feeling for George Eliot as a complete pe 
sonality, a sober and honest approach, ; 
grasp of the English psychology in whid 
she was supreme, and a comprehension of 
her life as a London critic and novelist , ,, 
can serve excellently as an introduction t 
a main literary achievement, . .”’ 
A—SAT 


Essays 

Alice Meynell Newman, $2.7) 
Sign: **. . . The most we can hope to a 
complish here is to publicize this centenan 
edition of the Essays of a literary figur 
who was as remarkable a woman as she wa 
a writer... This . .. book .. . requir 
some of the very ingredients which Mn 
Meynell used to create them: ‘ deliberatiw 
and fastidious leisure.’ ’’ (reprint) 

A—E 


How to Enjoy Poetry 

Robert Farren S&W, $3.0) 
Chicago Tribune: ‘‘. . . Robert Farren, ow 
of Ireland’s best poets, has written a thor 
oughly enjoyable guide to poetical apprecis 
tion . .. should be praised most of all fi 
his ability to pick excellent examples of th 
points he discusses .. . he gives the reade 
the power to appraise poetry, to distinguid 
the true from the false, to find the gli 
among the dross, and to approach more clot 
ly the poet’s own state of mind and em 
tion in which the poem was created. . .” 

A—HS—F 


I Sing of a Maiden 

Sr. M. Thérése Mag, $4.5! 
Thomas Merton in The Commonweal: ‘... 
Sister Thérése seems to have done her be 
to include everybody, and this, in fact, ten 
to shadow the latter half of the book wit 
disappointment. . . Robert Lowell, the Ame 
ican Catholic poet who comes closest ¥ 
being anything like great in our day, li 
been left out . . . too many of the pot 
since [the classics] sang not of the Maide 
but of themselves . . . one begins to woné# 
if the great amount of ‘Mary-poetry’ wit 
ten in our time is to be ascribed to fait 
or merely to the fact that there exist # 
many small colleges where English teaches 
find a moment here and there to write dow 
an imitation of the models they have bet 
displaying to the young. . .’’ 

A—HS—FAV—REV (p. 162, Vol. V1) 


The Intellectual Life 

A, D. Sertillanges, O.P. 

(tr. Mary Ryan) 

Sign: ‘*. . . In modern times. . . althoup 
many more are engaged in intellectual 
suits, little consideration is ever given to™ 
intellectual life as a distinct kind of life, 
manding not only certain gifts and trail 
but also involving certain conditions, meth 
ods, and organization. 

‘‘ Father Sertillanges’ little book . . - 
vides a stirring yet discriminating act 


Newman, $9! 


of 
Yet 

7 
Fat 
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of the nature and dignity of that vocation. 
Yet it is above all a practical book. 
“As an essay in educational method, 







owe Father Sertillanges is almost entirely on the 
pri side of what is now termed general educa- 
Tish : ss 9? 





tion. - 
A—E—REC—REVD (p. 204, Vol. VI) 





Literary Criticisms by 
Francis Thompson 

ed. Terence L. Connolly, S.J. 

Dutton, $12.50 

The Sign: ‘‘. .. a major literary event. . . 
This book enhances the great Catholic poet’s 
literary reputation... The excellence of 
these reviews is astonishing. . . This book 
sparkles with epigrammatic discernment. . . 

‘‘This book is a ‘must’ for libraries. . .’’ 

A—E—REV (p. 280) 














Literary Sources of Art History 
ed. Elizabeth Gilmore Holt 
Princeton, $6.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . masterful volume 
... The types of sources . . . are notably 
diverse. . . Excellent accounts of the au- 











gue thors are prefixed to their writings and il- 
Wu} luminate the main body of the material... 
rey} the translations . . . appropriately free and 
Mn® eminently readable.’’ 





A—E 







Literature: The Channel of Culture 









Francis X. Connolly HB, $4.00 

The Sign: **. .. a compilation .. . of Eng- 

43.0 lish and American literature designed for 
, WE use in first and second year of college, or 
tho in a survey course . . . few critics, if any, 
ech will fail to appreciate the splendid plan of 





the book. To demonstrate the integration 




































ftw of literature and life and education, the 
eae) compiler presents his selections in a defi- 
guid nite, consecutive pattern of thought. . .’’ 
gil Joseph J. Reilly in The Catholic World: 
clow ‘‘... riches a-plenty . . . justified by their 
em literary and cultural value . . . in the great 
.” & tradition of a wisdom tested in the count- 
less crucibles of life and never found want- 
ing... food for the emotions, the imagina- 
ton, and the long, long thoughts of youth 
gijim When youth’s philosophic attitude toward 
‘_— life is in the making. . .’’ 
bet A—E 
tents 
wit? The Malady of the Ideal 
ime =Van Wyck Brooks U. Penna., $2.00 
st WR The Commonweal: ‘*. . . originally pub- 
, ha lished in England in 1913 . . . studies that 
poem “malady of the ideal’ which destroys the 
aida springs of creative action in the cases of 
onde neour, Maurice de Guerin, and Amiel 
wit ... Catholic readers will find the study of 
fait Maurice de Guerin, with its treatment of 
st 1% Catholic symbolism, of particular interest, 
che though the whole essay is rich in percep- 
dow tions and intuitions. ’’ 
beet « 
rl) § Francois Mauriac: In Search of the 
Infinite 
Elsie Pell Phil. Lib., $2.75 
$3.08 America: <«. . . an interesting discussion of 
the unchanging theme of Mauriac’s work; 
nou t man is evil and that his only hope is 
| UIE 0 seek God . . . she suspects Mauriac of 
0 th g€ toward the Jansenist Heresy. Her 
e,@@ ‘gument is that, because Mauriac sees so 
ini “teh evil in man, he is, in spite of his firm 
meth tholicism, a Jansenist by nature. . . 
. ‘Miss Pell’s shaky attitude on the ques- 
pe of Mauriae’s orthodoxy is the one weak- 





tes of an otherwise well developed thesis.’’ 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 


The Commonweal: ‘*, . . Mauriac, she says, 
regards all earthly passions as perverted ex- 
pressions of the hunger for God that is in 
every human being .. . a slight but stimu- 
lating book. . .’’ 

AWR 


The Mighty Five: The Cradle of 
Russian National Music 
Victor I. Seroff 
The New York Times: ‘‘. . . Balakireff, 
Cui, Borodin, Mussorgsky and Rimsky- 
Korsakoff . . . the artistic and human story 
of The Five and the world they lived in 
(author) has tapped old and new 
sources, has made generous and illuminating 
use of letters, diaries and memoirs and has 
knitted the material with a regard for color 
and character of the men and their period. 
He has succeeded in making an artistic 
movement as exciting as a romance. . .’’ 
A—F 


AT & H, $4.00 


Milton 

T. M. W. Tillyard Mae, $4.50 
The Catholic World: ‘*. . . third edition of 
a notable and authoritative book. ... 

‘*Professor Tillyard has an uncanny 
power of making the people he writes about 
living realities . . . [he is] University Lee- 
turer in English and Master of Jesus Col- 
lege, Cambridge.’’ 

A—F 


Mona Lisa’s Mustache 

T. H. Robsjohn-Gibbings Knopf, $3.00 
Maurice Lavanoux in America: ‘‘...a 
smart-aleck book . . . his criticisms center 
on the lunatic fringe of modern manifesta- 
tions of art... deals with the author’s mor- 
bid concern with magic . . . his thesis. . 
‘we are all vulnerable to one form of magic 
or another. . .’ 

‘*In the process of debunking the lunatic 
fringes of ‘modern’ art the author has only 
left his reader with a vacuum.’’ 

AWR 


Mourning Became Mrs. Spendlove 
Oliver St. John Gogarty Creative, $2.75 
Personal memoirs of great Irish literary 
figures, including Joyce & Yeats, together 
with some not so literary or great—the 
courtesan Mrs. Spendlove herself. 
FIO 


The Negro in the American Theater 

Edith J. R. Isaacs Theatre Arts, $3.50 
The Catholic World: ‘‘How strong the im- 
pact of the Negro on American art is veri- 
fied in this study by Mrs. Isaacs, editor for 
twenty-six years of Theatre Arts... hand- 
somely printed with many photographs and 
is written in fullest sympathy with her sub- 
ject.’’ 

A—F 


New Poems 

Mark Van Doren Sloane, $2.50 
Craftsmanlike vversification, but entirely 
heretical philosophy informing it. 

A—U 


The Notebooks of Henry James 
F. O. Matthiessen ¢ 
Kenneth B. Murdock Oxford, $6.00 
America: ‘‘. .. James is the most subtle of 
our fiction writers and affords for the stu- 
dent of fiction rewarding study. . .’’ 
A—F 
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Rage for Order: Essays in Criticism 
Austin Warren U. of Chicago, $3.00 
Studies of so-called ‘‘metaphysical’’ 
poets and novelists. 
Mark Schorer in the New York Times: 
«*. . . of scholar-critics, Austin Warren is 
among the notable, for the quality of his 
critical essays are likewise the method and 
the quality of his college classes . . . the 
product of his coherent and civilized intelli- 
gence . . . inductive and brilliant . . . they 
do honor to contemporary criticism. . .’’ 
A—E 


Rembrandt: Drawings for the Bible 
Schocken, $8.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . thirty-two illus- 
trations . . . brief, brilliant anonymous in- 
troduction. . . O, that this portfolio could 
be shoved foreibly into the hands of every 
Sunday school teacher, every catechist, in 
our whole chromeo-stained world!’’ 
A—E 


The Significance of Beauty in 
Nature and Art 

Herbert Ellsworth Cory Bruce, $4.00 
The Catholic World: ‘‘... His aim... is 
to gather a majority report from all places 
and times on the nature of beauty and the 
arts, and from this material to sift and or- 
ganize a majority opinion. He formulates 
a set of definitions which includes all that 
is positive and complementary . . . attempts 
to show, with considerable success, how it 
is not the affirmations of objectivist and 
subjectivist controversialists that conflict, 
but their mutual negations. . . 

‘¢ | | the material would have been more 
clearly and usefully presented for those 
whom it should most benefit, had the author 
indulged less in scholarly shoptalk, long 
asides, word manipulation, and sentences 
overburdened with parenthetical dependent 
clauses. . .”” 

A—MSO—E—REV (p. 249, Vol. VI) 
Ak Ph ld | 
The Two Worlds of Marcel Proust 

Harold March Pa, $3.50 
Vivian Mercier in The Commonweal: ‘‘ The 
judicious reader will find this a good—and 
in places excellent—study of Proust and his 
work. . . As far as I know. . . the most 
comprehensive book on Proust yet to appear 
in English. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


We Called It Culture: The Story of 
Chautauqua 

Victoria and Robert Ormond Case 

DD, $3.00 

History of an incredibly successful popular- 
culture cireuit of 19th and early 20th C. 
America. Interesting materials not too 1n- 
terestingly relayed. 

A—SAT 


The Works of the Mind 

ed. Robert B. Heywood U. Chicago, $4.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘more that independent 
summations of the enterprise of the human 
mind in various areas of thought and action 
... a@ rea..rmation of the integrity and 
implacable vigor of the intellect at work 

. at once high and humble. . .’’ 

(A series of lectures given at the U. of 
Chicago by eminent philosophers, artists, 
scientists, under auspices. of Committee on 
Social Thought.) 

A—MSO—F 





76 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 
Collateral Reading for Latineers 


Two junior novels of ancient Rome reviewed by Very Rev. B. H, Skahill, Ph.D., 
late of the Catholic University of America’s classics faculty, possibly the world’s 
leading authority on the syntax of Cassiodorus, and now busy about his own 
Georgies as Dean of the Elkader (Iowa) deanery. 


The Theft of the Golden Ring 


Isabelle Lawrence Bobbs, $2.50 
Any boy or girl who ean read and 
enjoy Treasure Island ean also read 
and enjoy Isabelle Lawrence’s The 
Theft of the Golden Ring. The merit 
of the book is that it is a good ad- 
venture story, good clean juvenile 
reading. But its most numerous read- 
ers will likely be highschool students 
of Latin in search of ‘‘background.’’ 

Here they can get 
‘‘background” and 
much valuable mis- 
information on the 
- Rome of 63 B.C., 
the year of Cicero’s 
consulship, Cati- 
line’s _consipracy, 
and the birth of 
Augustus Caesar. 


The tale of adven- 
ture centers around 
the boy Gaius Caesar, nephew of 
Julius and uncle of Augustus. Cicero, 
Julius Caesar, Catiline and other per- 
sonages dear (?) to the heart of Latin 
Three parade across the early pages, 
largely to furnish the setting for the 
expedition on which the boy embarks 
with an amiable ex-pirate to recover 
that ex-pirate’s honestly won gold and 
treasure. They get it, and even Uncle 
Julius comes in for his cut. 

Naturally Gaius has to play hookey 
from his studies in order to engage 
in the more profitable exercise of 
treasure hunting. The schoolmaster 
on whom he skips is none other than 
Orbilius. The identification with the 
Orbilius is unmistakable. Not so posi- 
tive is the identification of a pupil 
named Horatius, but we need not 
doubt Miss Lawrence’s ability to get 
our Horace into the Roman school at 
that date. After all, he should have 
been able to walk by then, and doesn’t 
she manage to get the whole Catiline 
affair, Cicero’s orations and all, out 
of the way before the end of Sep- 
tember ? 

And we ean be happy now that the 
riddle of Julius Caesar’s role in the 
Catiline business is forever cleared 
up. She sends him out into the Etrus- 
ean hills for a night battle with the 


Manlius gang some days before 
Cicero’s spies and police ‘‘broke” the 
Catiline ease. But after all, has his- 
torical fiction any obligations to his- 
tory ? 

And poor old Catiline, what treat- 
ment he gets! True, Cicero wished 
him and his ilk aeterna supplicia. 
But he never dreamed of a writer 
only two thousand years later mis- 
spelling the gangster’s name 61 times 
in a 309-page book. 





The Roman Moon Mystery 

Jay Williams Oxford, $2.50 
The general theme of this story is an 
old one—pagan boy meets Christian 
girl in the days of Nero—but Jay 
Williams has combined the features 
of the historical novel with those of 
a modern ‘‘Whodunit’’ detective 
thriller in casting his hero, the pagan 
boy in the role of a ‘‘ police sergeant’’ 
who has to determine which of sev- 
eral suspects had murdered a Roman 
senator. 

The young detective is no Perry 
Mason or Ellery Queen, but aided by 
the Christian girl he does solve the 
murder. Then he wishes that he 
hadn’t solved it, for he has cleared 
the ‘‘Nazarenes,” the very last thing 
that Nero wanted done. Wilson Bar- 
rett in The Sign of the Cross, which 
The Roman Moon Mystery resembles 
in some respects, converted to Chris- 
tianity his city prefect hero and sent 
him to face the lions along with his 
beloved. Williams has his hero and 
heroine adopt a more practical, if less 
heroic, expedient. They simply get 
out of town. 

But to enjoy this book one must 
read it without first reading the 
preface. Why such a book should have 
a preface at all is an unsolved mys- 
tery in itself, and surely this one 
‘*doth protest too much.’’ The author 
takes the responsibility for any pos- 
sible inaccuracies in details of Roman 
life, saying that if they exist he has 
purposely made them for what he 
conceives to be the demands of the 
story. 

One can only wonder if the same 
holds true for the preface itself, in 


which Petronius is mentioned as ; 
popular Latin author of the Augusta 
age! And the preface begins with th 
identification of the ‘‘Nazarenes’’ x 
founders and forerunners of Christi 
anity, but evidently something le 
than Christians. And the existence ¢ 
Church and priests and even of saint 
and martyrs in that early age (5% 
A.D.) is expressly denied. That is stu 
pidity, pure and simple. 





Dusty of the Double Seven 
Graham M. Dean Viking, $2.0) 
Reviewed by Beryl Hoskin, Ref. 
erence Librarian, University of 
Santa Clara. 

Action stories of good character for 

the teen agers are never too plentiful 

and here we have one written ip 
pleasant easy English with a fast 
moving plot. With riding, roping 
and the chasing of cattle rustlers 
this exciting tale of the modern wes 
moves swiftly from the first page to 
the final round-up. Bob Rhodes, late 
of the famed fighting First Marin 

Division, is a worthy hero for any 

boy. Bob earns the name of Dusty o 

his first day in the eorrall, and Dusty 

Rhodes wins a place for himself in 

the life of the big Double Seve 

Raneh by his honesty and fair play. 

The clear-cut character sketches and 

the wide-open-space descriptions ar 

enhanced by the realistic full page il 

lustrations of John Mariani’s men 

and horses. 





Like Father Like Fun 
Andrew Hall DM, $2.5! 


Like Father Like Fun will appeal 
wholesomely and entertainingly ti 
the junior high sports-minded boy o 
girl. Basketball is starred, but foot 
ball, baseball, and swimming receive 
attention, too. The language, currett 
slang, seems a bit strained, the word 
in capitals are a little irritating, but 
Like Father Like Fun is a good book 
—Mary C. Dunne 





Walter Johnson, King of the 


Pitchers 
Roger L. Treat Messner, $2.75 


An excellent biography of ‘‘The Big 
Train,’’ one of baseball’s greatest 
figures. There’s more than mere de 
scription of pitching prowess in thes 
pages. The fine character of a simple 
unaffected champion outshines his 
undeniable technical achievement. 
This is one of the most readable biog 
raphies you will ever pick wp. Young 
and old, baseball-minded or not, will 
enjoy this treat by Treat. 
“Richard Butler, 0.P. 
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Great American Sports Stories 
ed. Caswell Adams McKay, £3.00 


A collection of memorable sports 
events by top writers reporting on 
the scene at the time. Runyon, Lake, 
Kieran, Brown, Considine and others 
hit the high spots in the world of 
sports during the last quarter cen- 
tury. Photos of headliners from Ty 
(Cobb to Joe Louis enliven reader in- 
terest. Somehow the flavor of the 
original reports has gone stale and 
one would prefer recollection articles, 
focusing these events in their proper 
seope. But the kids at the local 
C.Y.0. might enjoy this look-back at 
sportsdom’s great figures and events. 
Anyway, they will look at the piec- 
tures. 
—Richard Butler, O.P. 





Whitepaw Goes North 

David Grew MeKay, $2.50 
We hadn’t expected a sequel to The 
Wild Dog of Edmonton, but echoing 
Shakespeare’s statement that a second 
meeting is a double blessing, we are 
delighted to meet Dwight Courtland 
again and to see Whitepaw grown to 
heroic stature. On the death of Mrs. 
Martinby, who has befriended Dwight, 
a series of events carries the boy 
across Saskatchewan to the Arctic 
Ocean and to lonely Lougheed Land. 
In his hunt for the shanghaied dog, 
he meets a famous writer, Mounties, 
Indians, Eskimos, trappers, the wild 
animals of the white wastelands, bliz- 
zards and privations. .Eventually he 
finds Dr. Barrington, who has White- 
paw and learns the dog has escaped. 
It all ends happily. 

The endpapers have a map of the 
desolate country Dwight crossed. The 
whirling snows penetrate every line 
—a good book for a hot day. And a 
good book for every day in which 
kindliness and love are needed. 

—Richard J. Hurley 





The Feathered Cape 

Hal Goodwin Westminster, $2.00 
Here is the story of an American boy 
who is captured and forced to work 
ona British boat (War of 1812). He 
escapes during a shipwreck and finds 
himself in a series of worse predica- 
ments on one of the Hawaiian 
Islands, where he is befriended by a 
native boy and a white chief. 

Occasionally the book has passages 
of great interest, especially the de- 
scriptions of camp life and of primi- 
tive battle, but for the most part the 
story is obscured by ‘a plethora of 
Hawaiian terms. Perhaps I under- 
‘stimate boys’ intelligence, but the 
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names were too much for me, and I 

doubt if boys will have the patience 

to follow them. Fairly good. 
—Theresa O’Neil 





Guide Book for the Young Man 
about Town 

Norton Hughes Jonathan Winston, $2.50 
Superficial treatment of dating man- 
ners for young wolves. No implica- 
tions for courtship; no moral consid- 
erations; nothing substantial except 
the cloth cover and pages between. 
No real harm done, but hardly worth 
anyone’s bother, including the au- 
thor’s.—R. B. 








A ‘‘quote’’ from Irena Lorentowicz’s strik- 
ing drawings in Eric P. Kelly’s ‘‘ The Hand 
in the Picture’’ ($2.50), fictional montage of 
Polish tradition, artistically and spiritually 
a highpoint of the year’s Juvenile Publish- 
ing (older children § adults). 


Mountain Tamer 

Arthur D. Stapp Morrow, $2.50 

Reviewed by Charles Flemming, 

BOT’s 14-year-old Voice of 

Youth (with some censoring by 

Richard Butler, O.P.). 

The author has written a wonderful 
book for boys interested in mountain 
climbing. The book starts out with 
little action but steadily rises to an 
intriguing story. It is about a teen- 
ager, Bob Moore, the main character, 
who has a fear of high places. Bob 
decides to go on a climb with the 
Climbers Club of Jefferson High. 
With the exception of a couple of 
rough spots on the climb, he comes 
out okay. He goes on several more 
climbs. But on one of these his imagi- 
nation gets away from him and he is 
defeated. 

Later, Bob and two buddies go on 
another climb in an attempt to locate 
two boys who have been lost for sev- 
eral days. Finally, after a long, tedi- 
ous and sleepless night, they locate 
the boys and by the next morning ef- 
fect a rescue. In helping to rescue 
the boys, Bob overcomes his fear of 
high places and masters himself 
again. 

Mr. Stapp paints a vivid picture 
in the reader’s mind of different 
lakes, mountains and valleys in and 
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around the Olympic Mountains. Al- 
though some of the things the boys do 
seem hardly possible, the author 
keeps the reader greatly interested. 





Ticktock and Jim 
Keith Robertson (il. Wesley Dennis) 
Winston, $2.50 

Reviewed by Brother James AIl- 

pheus, F.S.C., Ph.D., librarian, 

Christian Brothers College, St. 

Louis. 

Junior highschool boys and girls will 
enjoy this tale of a boy and his horse. 
Jim Meadows trades a family heir- 
loom, his grandfather’s watch, for a 
mustang. He names his horse ‘‘ Tick- 
tock.’’ Thereupon begins a series of 
adventures in the life of Jim, culmi- 
nating in the establishment of a busi- 
ness of his own which Jim proudly 
ealls the ‘‘Pony Express.’’ 

No very great problems of boylife 
arise. Ticktock and Jim is only an in- 
teresting story in short, another 
juvenile, interestingly written. The 
illustrations, however, are compelling. 





Blue Spring Farm 

Claire Huchet Bishop Viking, $2.50 

Reviewed by Loreto Hogan Kim- 

ball, M.M. 

A delightful story of a music camp 
run by a concert pianist and his wife, 
for his pupils. The author knows how 
to teach musie to children so that it 
becomes part of their lives and they 
love it. Consequently, their knowledge 
of the classies is not at all improb- 
able. These children of various na- 
tionalities and personalities learn to 
live and work together and discipline 
each other and themselves. 

Denis, tone deaf, learns to play 
from memory; Pierre, the little 
French refugee, learns to speak Eng- 
lish to get his pie; he learns to love 
the American soil as he did that of 
France through the sugar beet proj- 
ect. Pamela learned to forego ‘‘make 
up’’ and high heels; Stanley not to 
fib if he wanted the confidence of 
others. 

The idea that one must never stop 
playing no matter what happened 
was so deeply impressed that Kathy, 
because beginning her Czerny an oc- 
tave too high reached the end of the 
keyboard in the middle of a run, fin- 
ished with fingers in mid-air and 
singing the rest of the notes. Before 
the recital at camp’s end, Teacher 
said, ‘‘When playing before an audi- 
ence, say a little prayer. I always 
do.” 

Climax came with the celebration 
on August 15, the feast day of Ann- 
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Marie, to whom, being French, it 
meant more than her birthday. ‘‘It is 
the feast day of the Blessed Mother. 
Every one celebrates in France,’’ she 
explained, ‘‘because King Louis XIII 
in 1638, offered himself, his family 
and Franee to the Blessed Mary.’’ 
Ann-Marie recalled the words she had 
heard at Mass that morning: ‘‘This 
day, Brethren, is a great day for us 
as Christians and as Americans. 
When he diseovered America, Colum- 
bus was aboard a boat named the 
Santa Maria. So Mary is the patron 
saint of America, because, before we 
are born, we Americans are dedicated 
to Blessed Mary.”’ 


There is much to learn from this 
book both for teen-agers and adults. 
All will love the story, its humor and 
pathos and its world of children as 
it should be. 





Beany Malone 

Lenora Mattingly Weber Crowell, $2.50 
Trudy Terrill, High-School 
Freshman 

Bernice Bryant (il. Frederick T. 

Chapman) Bobbs, $2.00 

Reviewed by Sister Ann Charles, 

C.D.P. 
Those bred on the classics will say 
that Beany Malone lacks the striking 
characterization of a Dickens, the 
depth of tone of a Churchill, or the 
artistic finesse of a Thackeray, but 
even such critics will admit that 
Beany is a good story, well told, and 
as modern as its 1948 copyright. 
What more do teen-agers want? The 
book was written for them and will 
they like it? For an answer, buy the 
book, display it, and watch it go the 
rounds from one girl to another. 


By Beany herself, an alert, blue- 
eyed, and freckle-nosed sophomore at 
Harkness High, as the central figure, 
we are introduced to the entire Ma- 
lone family, motherless but still hap- 
pily united under Martie Malone, 
editor of the Call, We also meet 
Norbett Rhodes, the senior boy for 
whom Beany secretly buys freckle re- 
mover, and who is the first to get his 
ear impounded for breaking a traffic 
law, pushed through by Martie ‘‘ Kill- 
joy’’ Malone! Poor Beany! She has 
more troubles than just with sarcastic 
Norbett. 


Beany Malone is a heartwarming 
story of family life. Unselfishness, 
loving care for one another, prayer, 
sharing life’s joys and accepting its 
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sorrows on the ehin—that’s the Ma- 
lone tradition ! : 


* * * 


Too bad Trudy Terrill, High- 
School Freshman, another teen-age 
book, doesn’t measure up to Beany. 
But, that’s the case. Modern as it is 
in every way, it lacks the originality 

and the natural- 
meme ness of Weber’s 

HIGHSC HOOL FRESHMAN story. Almost all 
Netvideae 6°) «6the characters are 
Bo ed, overdrawn and 
many of the situa- 
tions foreed and 
unnatural. The 
reader often knows 
what’s going to 
happen long before 
the event takes 
place. In fact, no 
matter what Trudy plans or starts, 
exeept at the end, the reader at once 
surmises that something will turn up 
to spoil everything. Hence, Trudy is 
at one minute all-aglow; life is won- 
derful. At the next minute she’s 
crushed ; no one understands; no one 
eares! True, adolescents may be 
changeable, but there’s no need of 
exonerating such unsteadiness and 
belittling mothers for lack of under- 
standing. 


R | Sens 





Summarily, Trudy Terrill with its 
nondescript ‘‘serial-type’’ style is 
medioere. A few perhaps of the comic 
addicts might like it, but it certainly 
won’t hit the hall of fame. 

Both books have a neat, durable 
format, with Trudy Terrill equipped 
with the added attraction of pen 
sketches. 





Rumor in the Forest 

Madeleine Couppey Scribner, $2.00 
J. C. Lehane, C.M., in The Vincentian: ‘‘... 
entertaining fable of Muc, the gentle rabbit; 
Grey Flight, the wise pigeon; Siko, the cul- 
tured cat; and Rahu, the magnificent, aris- 
tocratic dog, who leave their master to re- 
turn to the wild life of the forest ... hap- 
piness begins to vanish when they realize that 
their duty is to serve man...’ 


The King’s Hostage 
E. Virginia Newell (il. Pauline Eppink) 
Grail, $1.50 
Reviewed by Sister M. Ann Reg- 
ina, O.P. 
This is the charming story of the life 
of Princess Margaret of Hungary, 
latest canonized Dominican. In the 
13th century Margaret Arpad, daugh- 
ter of King Bela IV, offers herself to 
God in fulfillment of a promise made 
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by her parents before her birth 
their people are spared the assault 
of the Tartars. God accepts this yoy T 
and thus we are given a momentangy With 
glimpse of Dominican life and prayer /r4 
lived by Margaret in her day. Kin W 
Bela, her father, attempts severly te 
times to get Margaret to give up thie 92” 
rigid life for what he considers the {h¢ | 
good of the realm, but the humbke sy 
nun refuses and lives the life to whic 
her father vowed her before her birth Ami 

Illustrations are clear and pic 
turesque and will provide addition 
pleasure for the youthful reader. Thi 
life should be an incentive for mor 
present day Margarets to lead a volun. 
tary life of penance and prayer mn 
reparation for the 20th century way 
of living. 


















Here Are Your Saints 
Joan Windham (il. Frank Russell) 
S & W, $i 

Reviewed by Sister Leo Gonzaga, 

S.C.L., Assoc. Professor of Eng- Bpyo} 

lish, Saint Mary College, Kansas. 
This is the fourth of the “Sis 
O’Clock’’ series; so Joan Windham’ 
method has become familiar to chil 
dren, parents, and teachers. An e 
viable child-psychologist, appreciatiny 
how children love to be talked t 
‘‘man-to-man’’, the author has fiat. 
tered her young readers by addres 
ing the Preface to them! 

Thirteen (was the number purpow 
fully chosen?) unfamiliar saints ar 
painlessly introduced by Miss Winl-ppis 
ham’s characteristic method! TWwiictart, 
only—Saint Vincent de Paul, anlihoys 
Saint Monica—will possibly be recog Biforeg 
nized by name, though the episodéftog o; 
used are different (and have greate!Bnotic 
human interest) from those usually 
presented to children. Saint Vincent! 
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lected from the wealth of biographiel 
information. 
Occasionally the author interrupt 
the narrative to associate it with th 
life of the reader by asking a pert 
nent question, for example, ‘‘Hi 
(Vineent’s) surname was dePaul (Mj 
surname is Windham. What * 
yours?) ’’ She is prodigal of dialogusmhis | 
remembering that’s what childrelBoys 
like! mach: 
The pen-line illustrations malf§parti 
their appeal by their childlikenes*@iguag, 
any child might attempt to imitalsters, 
them. They are different from th 
brilliant color pictures we have comgric 
to consider essential in children Kat 
books. It ig 
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Franken, Wis. 





lives in Alaska, 


luis M. Henderson (il. author) 
Morrow, $2.50 


Absorbing ‘‘life story of a beaver.’’ 
It is regrettable that the author’s 
Foreword expresses belief in a reason- 
ing power of the beaver, ‘‘—for he 
gives every proof of having it’’; but 
Mr. Henderson’s hypothesis has not 
affected his story. 














Pinto’s Journey 
Wilfrid S. Bronson (il. author) 
Messner, $2.50 


The adventure of an eight-year-old 
Pueblo Indian of New Mexico. Rich 
in local color. 















i My Caravan 
i ed. Eulalie Osgood Grover 

(il. Florence Sampson) Whitman, $1.50 
Qld and new selections from poetry- 
land, arranged under seven themes: 
1 Go Adventuring . . . A-Foot and 
A-Wing... Just for Fun .. .’’ 



















Forest Fire! 
Bro. Ernest, C.S.C. (il. Charlotte Urban) 
Cat. Guild, $1.50 


This story has a hard time getting 
started. The ‘‘adventures’’ of two 
boys vacationing with their unele, a 
forest ranger, are strained and not 
00 original. Characterization, ete. are 
noticeably weak. (9 to 12) 


Susie 
May Justus (il. Christine Chisholm) 
Whitman, $1.50 


A jolly, colorful, kindly story of Ten- 
hessee mountainfolk. (7 to 12) 
































8.0.8. Helicopter 
Edward Ustick Bain 
Foreword Igor Sikorsky 
(il. Edward B. Kemble) 
Whitman, $2.00 


Mr. Bain’s first interest is helicopters, 
Sory-telling is only secondary, and 
his book has suffered accordingly. 
Boys with an extraordinary love of 
machines in general or helicopters in 
#Patticular might enjoy it, but the lan- 
vr is a bit ponderous for young- 
rs. 



















Flowers for Mother 
Katherine Evans McKay, $1.50 


It is Mother’s birthday and Davie 





en 









BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Wisconsin Workshop 


The round-up below was prepared by Priscilla Witt, who obtained her ratings 
with the help of younger residents of the Crippled Children’s Home, New 


We’d like our readers to know Miss Witt, as she is our idea of a lady of char- 
uter. Unable to walk, and with only one good typewriting finger, Miss Witt 
gained a solid college preparatory highschool education by correspondence from 
the University of Nebraska (if you think that’s easy, try taking a state univer- 
sity extension course some time). She is a convert of seven years; her family 


and Rosie, having nothing to give her, 
are off to gather flowers. 

A lesson in thoughtfulness and sin- 
eerity. (4 to 7) 





Story-Teller Poems 
Rowena Bennett Winston, $2.00 


Fanciful nursery rhymes, many clev- 

er, appealing and entertaining ; some 

three or four with good moral intent. 
—Ruth Elinor Trend. 





McElligot’s Pool 
Dr. Seuss (pseud.) Random, $2.50 


If by some grave oversight you haven’t 
exposed your junior charges (chil- 
dren or pupils) to that wonderful 
man, ‘‘Dr. Seuss’’, please make 
amends with McElligot’s Pool. In the 
genre of And to Think I Saw It on 
Mulberry Street, and, we feel, more 
delightful, this lovely picture-book is 
really an ichthiological fantasia, de- 
veloped on the very slim theme of one 
small boy’s insistence on fishing in a 
quite unpromising water hole. We 
hope his endurance was ultimately re- 
warded, but if it wasn’t, we still got 
the benefit of his luxuriant imagina- 
tion, and some of the rarest pictorial 
(and piseatorial) nonsense between 
covers. 





M. E. E. 
The Wolf 
Mary K. Harris (il. Kathleen Cooper) 
S & W, $1.50 


Reviewed by Sister M, Regis, 
O.P., St. Christina School, Chi- 
cago. 
Rose, Martina and Johnnie O’Brien 
live several miles from an English 
Village with their bedridden grand- 
mother. Rose, 16, and inexperienced, 
undertakes to manage the household. 
She is a bit envious of Martina, her 
younger sister, who is to be sent to 
a convent boarding school in Bel- 
gium. And Johnnie—well, he’s his 
grandmother’s boy, especially when 
Captain O’Brien is away at sea. 
The cheerful home abruptly 
changes when snow falls for four 
days and buries everything. Things 
get worse and worse as it piles higher 
and higher. Suddenly Rose becomes 
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violently ill. The isolation of being 
snow-bound brings multiple diffieul- 
ties, but worst of all—the larder is 
as empty and cold as a stone jar. 
Before desperation overtakes the 
home, Johnnie makes a simple plea to 
his patron, who is not a canonized 
saint, but only ‘‘an old priest in Italy 
who went about with a lot of smelly 
little boys.’’ 

Johnnie’s plea is answered in per- 
son by John Bosco’s wolf and this 
touch of the miraculous changes 
everything. The climax is reached 
January 31, the future feast of John 
Bosco. 

The interesting and exciting inci- 
dents of this brief story are told in 
a style charming and direct. 





Animal Homes 


George F. Mason (il. author) 
Morrow, $2.00 


Detailed, enlightening account of the 
many and varied types of animal 
habitats. Clear, accurate, animated 
illustrations. For every youngster 
who loves nature—particularly the 
city-bred who cannot find out for 
himself. 





Games for Younger Children 

Marian A. Webb Morrow, $2.00 
A much-needed aid for party-plan- 
ners with rules for 100 games and 
suggestions for stories and poems 
suitable for special occasions and all 
the holidays. 





Mr. and Mrs. Noah 

Lois Lenski (il. author) Crowell, $1.00 
Perfectly delectable story-picture ver- 
sion of the Bible account, with at- 
tractive type, brilliant primary colors, 
human & animal figures drawn to imi- 
tate the nature of old-fashioned 
wooden toys—rigid yet full of anima- 
tion. 
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THE THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


BOOK LOVERS --- 


THE SCULPTURE OF | 
IVAN MESTROVIC (Oct. 1) 

Handsome photo-reproductions of 
perhaps greatest Catholic sculpture 
since the Middle Ages. Essential for 
every college & art library — $15.00. 


Pre-publication — till Oct. 30 — $12.50. 


AVAILABLE NOW—and Recommended: — Exile Ends in 
Glory. Life of French Trappistine in Japan by Trappist 
Thomas Merton ($3.75) . . . Lace Curtain, novel of Irish- 
Catholic, Anglo-Saxon-Protestant tensions, by Ellin Berlin 
(Mrs. Irving Berlin) ($3) ... The First Freedom, by Wilfrid 
Parsons, S.J., airs the whole background of current anti- 
nun, anti-released-time agitation ($2.25) ...The End, a 
graphic vision of things to come, by an expert satirist, Hugh 
Venning ($3) ... The Heart of the Matter, Graham Greene’s 


magnificent tale of a fall from greatness ($3)... 





THE THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


ADVANCE NOTICE 


LIBRARIANS --- 


CHRISTMAS SHOPPERS --- 


It is not too soon to order your copy of 


GEORGE WASHINGTON: 
A BIOGRAPHY (Oct. 1) 

First really definite life, by Douglas 
Southall Freeman, author of classic 
“Lee’s Lieutenants”. Vol. I & II— 
“Young Washington”—boxed, $15.00. 


Pre-publication — till Oct. 1 — $12.50 


Just check the books you wish—or any book mentioned i 
this issue—and send in the Coupon below— 









July-August, 194) 


THE ALBUM OF 

AMERICAN HISTORY (Oct. 18) 
Edited by James Truslow Adam 

Complete, exhaustive, pictorial survey 

American history & folkways. The g 

of 4 volumes—1,649 pages—5,000 pi 

tures—$30.00. 


Pre-publication—till Oct. 18 — $2 





THE THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP 
220 W. Madison, Chicago 6 
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MERTON POSTPONED 


THE SEVEN STOREY MOUNTAIN, autobiography of 
Thomas Merton, announced in the press as our August 
Selection, has been postponed until October, when the list 
price will be reduced from $4.00 to $3.00. 


Send the Coupon NOW and be in line to receive these fine books, and many others. 
MEMBERSHIP IS FREE. YOU PAY ONLY FOR THE BOOKS YOU ACCEPT. 


Other outstanding titles on our Fall list include 
entirely new book on Fatima; a novel by Mauriac—Th 
UNKNOWN SEA; 
HEAVEN: and Msgr. Fulton Sheen’s greatest work—Th 
PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION. 
















a new Father Vann— AWAKE | 















THE THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP, 220 W. Madison Street, Chicago 6, Ill. 


Enroll me in The Thomas More Book Club. I agree to buy not less than four books in a year. The 
purchase of four books qualifies me for the discounts you are to allow. You are to send Advance Descrip- 
tions of all Selections, and I may reject any of the books offered, so long as I buy four in a year. 
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